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Fall 2026

COURSE AND INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Course Modality: Hybrid, in-class meetings on Mondays 12:00-1:15 p.m., and online in Canvas
Classroom: Douglass Hall 110
Instructor: Dr. Chong Un Choe-Smith, PhD, JD
Instructor Contact Information: 
	Mendocino 3012
	choe-smith@csus.edu and Canvas email
	(916) 278-7589
Office Hours: Mondays 10:30 a.m.-noon, Wednesdays 1:00-2:30 p.m., and by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is a hybrid and service learning version of Ethics and Social Issues. As a service learning course, a significant part of the course will be a community service commitment. Students will choose one of the community service organizations described below, volunteer regularly with the organization, and complete assignments reflecting on their experiences. As a hybrid course, students will learn through classroom instruction and online resources, assignments, and assessments. The hybrid format should allow students to set aside the time necessary to participate in their selected community service opportunity. This is also a writing-intensive course and students should expect to complete several writing assignments, including reflection assignments and other papers. 
As to the content in this course, students will be introduced to important ethical issues, different theoretical approaches and concepts, with an emphasis on community service and democratic citizenship in a diverse society. We will first examine our own intuitions about morality and consider questions such as are there objective moral values and what are our own moral values? We will consider several theoretical approaches, including Aristotle’s virtue ethics, Aquinas’s natural law theory, Kant’s ethics, and Mill’s utilitarianism, considering important features of these theories and their strengths and weaknesses. We will spend most of our time on the following contemporary ethical issues: abortion, euthanasia, women’s rights, race and ethnicity, poverty and homelessness, immigration and asylum. 
Course catalog course description: Moral controversies that divide society today, such as abortion, the death penalty, affirmative action, sexism, war and peace. Emphasis is on identifying the relevant values and moral principles underlying competing views and subjecting them to rational assessment. 
This is a writing intensive course. 
Prerequisite: GWAR certification before Fall 09; or WPJ score of 80+; or 3-unit placement in ENGL 109M/W; or 4-unit placement in ENGL 109M/W and co-enrollment in ENGL 109X; or WPJ score 70/71 and co-enrollment in ENGL 109X.
COURSE CONTENT AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES
This course is intended as an introduction to ethics for philosophy and non-philosophy majors. 
Students who invest themselves and their time in this course should learn about the following: 
A. Ethical Issues -- Develop a deeper understanding of the ethical problems facing our community and our world; identify and discuss the philosophical issues and debates involved in these problems; and identify, explain, and discuss the key ethical concepts and ethical approaches to the issues offered by historical and contemporary philosophers. 
B. Moral Reasoning -- Apply the ethical theories to specific factual situations to reach normative conclusions; think critically and independently to evaluate the different ethical approaches and arguments on different ethical issues, identifying their main features and their strengths and weaknesses; develop the skills necessary to begin to construct their own arguments on contemporary ethical issues, formulating their own views, defending them with reasons, anticipating objections, and responding to those objections. 
C. Moral Community -- Develop greater appreciation for people from different backgrounds and experiences and the ways that, as good citizens of our community and our world, we can work together to help solve our common problems and foster an environment of mutual respect and understanding.
D. Service Learning -- Develop appreciation for the diversity of communities that make up Sacramento; develop an understanding of the local social problems facing our community; feel connected to the course content, the major, and the field of study; develop skills at working with others effectively; and develop new social connections at the university.

GENERAL COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	OBJECTIVE
	PRACTICAL SKILLS
	ASSESSMENTS

	A. Ethical Issues
Identify and discuss ethical issues and debates facing our community and our world. Identify, explain, and discuss the key ethical concepts and approaches to these issues.
	1. Accurately identify the ethical issues involved in the news and in our communities;
2. Accurately identify and describe a variety of ethical concepts, principles, and theories;
3. Formulate and express one’s own ethical judgment on these issues; 
4. Engage in respectful and well-reasoned deliberation and exchange of ideas on different controversial ethical issues.
	1. Regular quizzes on readings and lecture materials;
2. Regular response papers on the readings and lectures; 
3. Group presentation on a contemporary ethical issue; and
4. Periodic section quizzes on the ethical concepts, theories, and issues. 

	B. Moral Reasoning
Develop and demonstrate critical thinking and effective writing skills in moral reasoning, both in applying the ethical theories and in evaluating different historical and contemporary arguments on the issues. Develop and demonstrate written communication skills, especially those associated with presenting well-reasoned arguments and critical peer assessment.
	1. Write competently in way that is clear, concise, and logical; 
2. Apply ethical concepts and principles to address contemporary ethical issues.
3. Express one’s own point of view through clear and well-supported argument in response to a contemporary ethical issue or case; 
4. Evaluate the ethical arguments presented in the readings and in class by one’s peers. 
5. Write clear and concise reflections based on one’s experiences in a service learning opportunity. 
	1. Regular reflection assignments and response papers; 
2. Group presentation on a contemporary ethical issue; and
3. Periodic section quizzes, including short answer questions, on the ethical concepts, theories, and issues. 


	C. Moral Community
Develop greater sensitivity and appreciation for people from different backgrounds and experiences. Develop strategies that, as good citizens of our community and our world, we can work together to help solve our common problems and foster an environment of mutual respect and understanding.
	1. Engage with others in the community with backgrounds different from one’s own.
2. Reflect regularly on one’s experiences and consider the relevant social structures and backgrounds of different individuals.
3. Describe different reasonable positions on an ethical issue or solutions to an ethical problem or case, and the reasons in support of those positions.
4. Effectively present reasons in support of one’s own considered position in a way that demonstrates intellectual humility and respect for others.
	1. Direct service with a community partner to learn about the partner’s work and its service to clients from different backgrounds and experiences;
2. Regular structured reflection assignments, including one focused on the moral community; 
2. Peer comments on the reflection assignments; and
3. Group presentation on the service learning opportunity and a contemporary ethical issue.


	D. Service Learning
Specifically develop appreciation for the diversity of communities that make up Sacramento. Develop an understanding of the local social problems facing our community in Sacramento. Develop skills at working with others effectively. Develop new social connections at the university.
	1. Participate in a direct service learning opportunity.
2. Engage with other volunteers and clients at the service learning site.
3. Reflect regularly on one’s experiences in the service learning opportunity. 
4. Draw connections between one’s experiences in the service learning opportunity and our classroom discussions of different contemporary ethical issues. 
	1. Direct service with a community partner to learn about the partner’s work on an important social issue and its service to clients;
2. Regular structured reflection assignments and peer comments, including on the social issues facing our community; and
3. Group presentation on the service learning opportunity and a contemporary ethical issue.




SERVICE LEARNING DESCRIPTION AND POLICIES
Service Learning is a teaching method that faculty use to help students deepen their understanding of course material. Students participate in on or off-campus activities and experiences at a business, non-profit, or governmental setting (also known as community partners). They participate in these activities in order to respond to social problems. In Service Learning, students are asked to articulate how the service experience affirms, expands, integrates, or calls into question the academic content of the course. Students consider these issues through the process of structured reflections. This form of
experiential learning or learning by doing is mutually beneficial to the student and the community partner.

GENERAL POLICIES RELATED TO SERVICE LEARNING
[bookmark: _Hlk112847039]At Sacramento State, Service Learning and other community engaged activities are supported by the Community  Engagement Center (CEC). We will be talking more about Service Learning in class and you  will be required to complete some online paperwork to ensure that you are covered by SAFECLIP, a general and professional liability for students enrolled in Service Learning courses for which they receive academic credit. Once it has been decided where students will do their Service Learning, I will “place” you at the site through the CECconnect website (found in a link at www.csus.edu/cec) and then you will log-in with your Sac Link ID and:
· Review and sign off on a Code of Conduct;
· Review and sign off of “Informed Consent, Agreement, Release, Waiver of Liability and Assumption of Risk” form;
· Download and complete a Student Learning Agreement;
· Print out an Emergency Contact Form to be given to your community partner;
· Keep track of your time in your online time log though CECconnect during the semester. You’ll submit that time log electronically for e-signature at the end of the semester.
Students will be required to complete a final evaluation of their Service Learning site and experience at the end of the semester. 


SERVICE LEARNING COMMUNITY PARTNERS
This semester we will engage in service learning through a collaboration with three community partners: International Rescue Committee (IRC), and South Sacramento Interfaith Partnership (SSIP) Food Closet, and the Sacramento Food Bank and Family Services. For those who are unable or unwilling to participate in a direct service opportunity with one of these community partners, you may choose either a university service opportunity or an extended research project (please contact the professor about one of these alternatives to service learning). The class will be divided into four or more groups. Each group will focus on a particular set of ethical issues relevant to their community service opportunity and work together on a final group presentation(s). Students will select from the following Community Partners: 


SACRAMENTO LOAVES & FISHES

[image: ]

Mission Statement: “In an environment of welcome, hospitality, safety, and cleanliness we seek to provide an oasis for homeless men, women, and children seeking survival services.”

Sacramento Loaves & Fishes Dining Room
This is a classic “soup kitchen” volunteer opportunity, which involves preparing, cooking, and serving over 500 lunches. This opportunity is available during the weekends only and requires 3-4 weeks advance notice. The instructor will sign the students up for this weekend opportunity and provide additional instructions. 

Organization website: https://www.sacloaves.org/
Volunteer Coordinator: Cyndy Pressley, volunteers@sacloaves.org


INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE (IRC)

[image: International Rescue Committee Sacramento, CA - Heal Torture]

Mission Statement: “The International Rescue Committee (IRC) helps people affected by humanitarian crises to survive, recover, and rebuild their lives.” 

Possible Volunteer Opportunities:
· Economic Empowerment Team 
· Youth Mentorship 
· Operations 
· Donations
· Other possible areas: Social Media, Immigration, and VITA

Students will need to complete an online application and interview. The opportunities are available mostly during regular business hours at their office at 2020 Hurley Way in Sacramento. 

Organization website: https://www.rescue.org/united-states/sacramento-ca
Volunteer Coordinator: Jack Rose, Jack.Rose@rescue.org


SOUTH FOOD BANK AND FAMILY SERVICES (SFBFS)

[image: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55ad2263e4b0c252acf744f1/t/55ad2328e4b05f689cd606c9/1501890154936/?format=1500w]


“Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services (SFBFS) was founded in 1976 with the purpose of nourishing community members experiencing hunger. As the need has grown over the past five decades, so have we. Today, we serve as the largest hunger relief organization in Sacramento County and the regional food bank, supporting a network of 112 partners to provide nutritious, meaningful food to our neighbors in need.”

Mission: “To strengthen our community by nourishing our neighbors.”

Student volunteers would be serving weekdays mostly in food sorting (and possibly food distribution). Food Sorting volunteers will interact with staff and work at the SFBFS campus at 1951 Bell Avenue in Sacramento. Volunteers will bag produce and non-perishable items and sort and package donated food items. These efforts prepare food for food distributions directly or through partner agencies.

Organization website: https://www.sacramentofoodbank.org/
	Volunteer Coordinator: Kenzie Finch, volunteer@sacramentofoodbank.org

SOUTH SACRAMENTO INTERFAITH PARTNERSHIP (SSIP) FOOD CLOSET
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Mission Statement: “The primary mission of the SSIP Food Closet is to maintain and operate an emergency food distribution program to help alleviate food insecurity for Sacramento area residents.” 

Student volunteers would serve in all aspects of food distribution including bagging, serving, picking up food from grocery stores, recycling, and signing in clients. The SSIP Food Closet is open every weekday from Monday through Friday, 9:00-11:30 a.m. and students would need to be available during those times. The SSIP is a partner Food Distribution agency of SFBFS. 

Organization website: https://www.ssipfoodcloset.org/
Volunteer Coordinator: Pamela Dupzyk, volunteers@ssipfoodcloset.org



RESEARCH PROJECT ALTERNATIVE

Service learning is a vital and integrated part of this course and, if you are unwilling to participate in service learning, then this may not be the right course for you. If, however, you are unable to participate in service learning for some good reason, you can work on an alternative research project on applied ethics and/or community service. Please contact the instructor for more details. 

COURSE READINGS AND MATERIALS 

· Students should have reliable access to a computer with an internet connection. The online component of this course will be in Canvas. The quizzes, course documents, and some of the readings will be available through Canvas.

· Textbook mostly for the normative theory section: Louis Pojman and Peter Tramel, Moral Philosophy: A Reader, 4th ed., Hackett, 2009. 

· All other required or recommended readings will be posted in Canvas.

REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS

· Online Practice Reading Quizzes
Students will complete online practice quizzes on the lecture videos and reading assignments in preparation for multiple choice and true/false questions in the section quizzes. Students are allowed multiple attempts. As a hybrid course with online components, students may receive a penalty in their attendance record for not completing the practice quizzes. 

· Reflection Assignments 
[bookmark: _Hlk112323362]Students will participate in Canvas discussion forums by completing short writing assignments on a variety of topics. Some discussion forum assignments will consist of service learning reflection assignments that focus on certain civic learning goals and/or course objectives relevant to one’s experiences while volunteering with a community partner. Other discussion forum assignments will involve engaging more deeply with the academic course content, for example, evaluating certain ethical arguments on contemporary ethical issues. These reflection assignments are graded for completion only.
   
· Response Papers 
Students will write a short response paper at the end of class, except on days with section quizzes. Students will be given a prompt based on the material covered in class. Students will have about 20 minutes to think and write. These paragraph-length papers will be graded based on the following criteria: well-written and well-organized, responsive to the prompt, integrates well relevant course content, offers good reasons or explanations in support of any claims or conclusions. Students should expect a score with rubric based on the above criteria. 

· Section Quizzes 
After each section of this course, students will complete an in-class section quiz. Each section quiz will consist of true/false, multiple choice, and short answer questions of varying lengths from a phrase to a paragraph, as specified. Students should demonstrate sufficient knowledge of the different concepts, theories, philosophers, and their views. Additional instructions and a review sheet will be provided before each section quiz. Make-up quizzes are not allowed except for those who provide documentation of a serious family or personal emergency.

· Service Learning Group Presentation
Students will work in assigned groups to prepare a 15-minute in-class presentation on a contemporary issue related to their Service Learning opportunity. Students may present a contemporary issue/problem, present arguments for and against a position on the issue/problem, and offer practical solutions that may highlight the work of their community partners. Complete instructions will be provided through Canvas. The presentations will be delivered during the last week of instruction, as provided in the schedule.

GRADES

Grades will be calculated as follows:

	Assignment or Assessment
	Point Value 

	CEC Forms
	1

	Online Practice Reading Quizzes 
	0

	Reflection Assignments (best 4 of 5 @ 3 pts each)
	12

	Response Papers (best 7 of 8 @ 3 pts each)
	21

	Section Quizzes (4 @ 12 pts each)
	48

	Service Learning Group Presentation
	14

	Service Learning Time Log
	3

	SL Site Evaluation and Experience Survey
	1

	Extra Credit
	(3)

	Total 
	100 




Grading Scale
	Proficient (A) 
	Competent (B) 
	Satisfactory (C) 
	Poor (D) 
	Unacceptable (F) 

	A  (95-100) 
	B+  (87-89) 
	C+  (77-79) 
	D+ (67-69) 
	F (59-0) 

	A-  (90-94) 
	B  (84-86) 
	C  (74-76) 
	D (64-66) 
	 

	 
	B-  (80-83) 
	C-  (70-73) 
	D- (60-63) 
	 



To the extent relevant, your work will be assessed according to the Grading Standards posted on the Philosophy Department website (http://www.csus.edu/phil/guidance/grading-standards.html). Your written work, in particular, also should follow the Writing Guidelines for a philosophy paper, as stated on the Department website (http://www.csus.edu/phil/guidance/writing%20guidelines.html). Specific grading criteria will be provided for the paper and presentation assignments. 

EXTRA CREDIT

Students may earn up to three extra credit points, one for each extra credit reflection. The extra credit reflection must be related to this course and may include attending a philosophy or ethics talk or participating in an additional community service opportunity. For example, after attending a talk during the Fall Ethics Symposium, students may write a short one-page, double-spaced reflection worth one percentage point (1%) with a description of the talk and any comments or critiques. Students also may participate in an additional service opportunity offered by the Community Engagement Center and write a one-page, double-spaced reflection (see the Community Engagement Center website for more information: http://www.csus.edu/cec/) with a description of their experience and anything learned from the experience. Students may email the instructor and seek prior written approval for their own extra credit opportunity. All extra credit reflections must be turned in through Canvas completed by the last day of instruction.

OTHER CLASS POLICIES

Attendance and Participation
Students are expected to participate fully in the classroom and online. Students are expected to complete all required reading and course assignments and actively participate in classroom and online discussions. Students may be asked to work in groups, for example, on a question pertaining to the reading or the lecture or on a reading response. Any absence for good cause such as medical or family emergencies may be excused on a case-by-case basis with advance written notice and appropriate documentation. Although class participation is not included as a percentage of the grade, strong class participation (not just attendance) may provide grounds for bumping a grade that is on the border. Excessive absences in class or a lack of participation in the online course may result in a grade deduction (e.g., half-grade deduction for three or more absences, full-grade deduction for five or more absences, in addition to missing grades for assignments or quizzes).  

Academic Honesty
Students should conduct themselves with respect for others and perform their work with intellectual integrity and honesty, which includes giving proper attribution to sources. Each instance of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on quizzes or exams, etc.) will result in a grade of 0 (not just a failing grade) for that assignment/test and, as appropriate, referral to the college for disciplinary procedures consistent with the Academic Honesty Policies articulated in the University Policy Manual. Procedures for reporting and imposing sanctions are described in detail at:  http://www.csus.edu/umanual/student/stu-0100.htm.

AI Policies and Procedures
Students should review the complete AI Policies and Procedures, as posted in the Canvas course. For this course, students should use Sac State’s ChatGPT Edu Workspace only and for authorized uses only, as provided in the AI Policies and Procedures. The use of Chat GPT, Grammarly, Copilot, Gemini, or other AI tools for any other purpose is not allowed on assignments and counts as an instance of plagiarism—passing off another’s work as one’s own. Students must provide a unique link to a specific conversation in their account of Sac State ChatGPT Edu Workspace for all authorized uses. See the procedures for evaluating suspected unauthorized AI use, which includes referral to the college for disciplinary procedures consistent with the Academic Honesty Policy above.

Reasonable Accommodation
[bookmark: _Hlk80692896]Sacramento State is committed to ensuring an accessible learning environment where course or instructional content are usable by all students and faculty. If you believe that you require disability-related academic adjustments for this class, please immediately contact Services for Students with Disabilities (SSWD) to discuss eligibility. A current accommodation letter from SSWD is required before any modifications, above and beyond what is otherwise available for all other students in this class will be provided. You can contact Services for Students With Disabilities (SSWD) by calling 916-278-6955 (Phone) 916-278-7239 (TDD) or by email: sswd@csus.edu. For a complete listing of their services visit the SSWD website at: https://www.csus.edu/student-affairs/centers-programs/services-students-disabilities/. Please inform the professor of any necessary accommodations.

[bookmark: _Hlk49410567][bookmark: _Hlk49410271][bookmark: _Hlk60730888]Student Health & Counseling Services
Your physical and mental health are important to your success as a college student. Student Health and Counseling Services (SHCS) in The WELL offers medical, counseling, and wellness services to help you get and stay healthy during your time at Sac State. SHCS offers: Primary Care medical services, including sexual and reproductive healthcare, transgender care, and immunizations; urgent care for acute illness, injuries, and urgent counseling needs; pharmacy for prescriptions and over-the-counter products; mental health counseling, including individual sessions, group counseling, support groups, mindfulness training, and peer counseling; athletic training for sports injury rehabilitation; wellness services, including nutrition counseling, peerled health education and wellness workshops, and free safer sex supplies; violence and sexual assault support services. Most services are covered by the Health Services fee and available at no additional cost. For helpful information and access to their services visit their website at: https://www.csus.edu/student-life/health-counseling/.

Basic Needs Support
If you are experiencing challenges with food, housing, financial or other unique circumstances that are impacting your education, help is just a phone call or email away! The CARES office provides case management support for any enrolled student. Email the CARES office at cares@csus.edu to speak with a case manager about the resources available to you. Check out the CARES website.
[bookmark: _Hlk49409504]Other University Support and Services
Academic Advising: https://www.csus.edu/student-life/academic-advising/
Dreamer Resource Center: https://www.csus.edu/student-affairs/centers-programs/dreamer-resource-center/
Martin Luther King Center: https://www.csus.edu/student-affairs/centers-programs/mlk-scholars/
Multicultural Center: https://www.csus.edu/student-affairs/centers-programs/diversity-inclusion/multicultural-center.html
Peer and Academic Resource Center: https://www.csus.edu/student-affairs/centers-programs/peer-academic-resource/ 
Reading and Writing Center: https://www.csus.edu/undergraduate-studies/writing-program/reading-writing-center.html
Student Success Center: https://www.csus.edu/college/health-human-services/student-success/



CALENDAR AND SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS	
	
	The selections below can be found in Pojman and Tramel, Moral Philosophy (MP), Canvas, or online, as specified. Most of the work for this course should be completed online. The classroom sessions on topics (indicated in black) are intended primarily for review and a discussion of cases/examples. The schedule of assignments is color coded, as follows:

	  = Classroom Session
Classroom topics in black.
Assigned lectures and readings due on the date specified in blue.
All graded elements due on the date specified in red and bold.
  
	Sun
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri
	Sat

	
	Aug 31
Introduction
Read: Choe-Smith, Service Learning in Philosophical Ethics
Practice Response Paper
	Sep 1
	Sep 2
Meta-Ethics: Objectivism v. Relativism
Module 1.1 Relativism vs. Objectivism
Read: Pojman, The Case Against Ethical Objectivism or A Defense of Ethical Objectivism (MP 38-52 or pdf available in Canvas)

	Sep 3

	Sep 4

	Sep 5

	Sep 6
	Sep 7
Labor Day Observed
	Sep 8
	Sep 9
Normative Theories: Aristotle’s Virtue Ethics
Module 2.1 Aristotle’s Virtue Ethics
Read: Aristotle, Virtue Ethics (MP 301-311)
Practice Quiz 1 Due
	Sep 10

	Sep 11
Choose your Service Learning Partner and complete Student Learning Agreement and other CEC Connect forms.
	Sep 12

	Sep 13
	Sep 14
Review of Aristotle and Natural Law Theory
Normative Theories: Natural Law Theory
Module 2.2 Natural Law Theory
Read: Thomas Aquinas, Natural Law (MP 21-32)
Response Paper 1

	Sep 15
	Sep 16
Normative Theories: Utilitarianism
Module 2.3 Utilitarianism
Read: John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism (MP 158-163)
Recommended: Robert Nozick, The Experience Machine (MP 141-142)
Practice Quiz 2 Due

	Sep 17

	Sep 18
Reflection 1 Due
	Sep 19

	Sep 20
	Sep 21
Review of Utilitarianism
Normative Theories: Kant’s Ethics 
Module 3.1 Kant’s Ethics
Read: Immanuel Kant, The Foundation of Ethics (MP 218-237)
Response Paper 2
	Sep 22
	Sep 23
Normative Theories: Kant’s Ethics
Module 3.2 Kant’s Ethics (cont.)
Read: Kant, The Foundation of Ethics (MP 218-237)
Practice Quiz 3 Due 


	Sep 24

	Sep 25
CEC Forms Due
	Sep 26

	Sep 27
	Sep 28
Review of Kant
Normative Theories: Rawls’s Theory of Justice
Module 3.3 Rawls’ Theory of Justice
Read: Rawls, Justice as Fairness (Canvas)
Response Paper 3

	Sep 29
	Sep 30
Normative Theories: Rawls’s Critics
Module 3.4 Baier’s Care Ethics
Read: Annette Baier, The Need for More Than Justice (Canvas)
Practice Quiz 4 Due

	Oct 1

	Oct 2

	Oct 3

	Oct 4
	Oct 5
Review of Rawls and his Critics
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Abortion 
Module 4.1 Ethics of Abortion
Read: Mary Anne Warren, The Personhood Argument in Favor of Abortion Rights (MP 439-443); John Noonan, Abortion is Morally Wrong (MP 434-438)
Section Quiz 1

	Oct 6
	Oct 7
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Abortion 
Module 4.2 Ethics of Abortion cont.
Read: Judith-Jarvis Thomson, A Defense of Abortion (Canvas)
Practice Quiz 5 Due 

	Oct 8

	Oct 9
Reflection 2 Due
	Oct 10

	Oct 11
	Oct 12
Review of Abortion
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Physician Assisted Suicide
Module 4.4 and 4.5 Ethics of Assisted Suicide (two lecture videos)
Read: Daniel Callahan, When Self-Determination Runs Amok (Canvas); James Rachels, Active and Passive Euthanasia (Canvas)
Response Paper 4
	Oct 13
	Oct 14
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Physician Assisted Suicide 
Module 4.6 Law of Assisted Suicide
Read: Washington v. Glucksberg and Vacco v. Quill (Canvas)
Practice Quiz 6 Due 


	Oct 15

	Oct 16

	Oct 17

	Oct 18
	Oct 19
Review of Physician Assisted Suicide
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Poverty 
Module 5.1 Singer on Poverty
Read: Peter Singer, Famine, Affluence, and Morality (MP 412-420)
Recommended: Garrett Hardin, Living on a Lifeboat (Canvas)
Section Quiz 2

	Oct 20
	Oct 21
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Poverty 
Module 5.2 O’Neill on Poverty
Read: Onora O’Neill, Kantian Ethics and World Hunger (MP 421-433)
Practice Quiz 7 Due 

	Oct 22
	Oct 23

	Oct 24

	Oct 25
	Oct 26
Review of Poverty
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Homelessness
Module 5.3 Ellickson on Homelessness
Ellickson, Controlling Chronic Misconduct in City Spaces (Canvas, pp. 1173-1191)
Response Paper 5

	Oct 27
	Oct 28
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Homelessness
Module 5.4 Waldron on Homelessness
Read: Waldron, Homelessness and Community
Practice Quiz 8 Due 

	Oct 29
	Oct 30
Reflection 3 Due
	Oct 31

	Nov 1
	Nov 2
Review of Poverty 
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Immigration
Module 6.1 Walzer on Immigration
Walzer, Membership (Canvas)
Recommended: Miller: The Case for Limits
Response Paper 6

	Nov 3
	Nov 4
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Immigration
Module 6.2 Carens on Immigration
Joseph Carens, Aliens and Citizens (Canvas)
Practice Quiz 9 and 10 Due 

	Nov 5

	Nov 6

	Nov 7

	Nov 8
	Nov 9
Review of Immigration
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Asylum
Module 6.3 Nickel on Asylum
Read: Nickel, Sanctuary, Asylum, and Civil Disobedience and Porter, Can Politics Practice Compassion? (Canvas)
Section Quiz 3	
	Nov 10

	Nov 11
Veteran’s Day

	Nov 12
	Nov 13
Reflection 4 Due
	Nov 14

	Nov 15
	Nov 16
Review of Asylum
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Ethics of Race
Module 7.1 Race
Read: Shelby, Race and Social Justice 
Recommended: Peggy McIntosh, White Privilege (Canvas)
Response Paper 7

	Nov 17
	Nov 18
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Racial Profiling
Module 7.2 Racial Profiling
Read: Michael Levin, Responses to Race Differences (Canvas); Laurence Thomas, Statistical Badness (Canvas) 
Practice Quiz 10 Due

	Nov 19

	Nov 20

	Nov 21

	Nov 22
	Nov 23
Review of Race and Racial Profiling
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Gender Ethics
Module 7.3 Held on Gender
Read: Virginia Held, Care and the Extension of Market (Canvas)
Response Paper 8 

	Nov 24
	Nov 25
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Gender Ethics
Module 7.4 MacKinnon on Pornography
Read: Catherine MacKinnon, Pornography, Civil Rights, and Speech (Canvas)
Practice Quiz 11 Due

	Nov 26
Thanks-giving
	Nov 27
Holiday
	Nov 28

	Nov 29
	Nov 30
Review of Gender
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Gender Ethics Module 7.5 Miriam on Human Trafficking
Contemporary Ethical Issues: Gender Ethics
Read: Kathy Miriam, Stopping the Traffic in Women
Section Quiz 4

	Dec 1
	Dec 2

	Dec 3

	Dec 4
Reflection 4 Due


	Dec 5

	Dec 6
	Dec 7
Service Learning Class Presentations 


	Dec 8
	Dec 9

	Dec 10
	Dec 11
Submit your Online Time Log
	Dec 10

	Dec 11
	Dec 12

	Dec 13
	Dec 14


	Dec 15

	Dec 16

	Dec 17







The Instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus with reasonable notice.	
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