
Identifying and Reacting to Bullying K-3 

Work on identifying whether an incident is bullying or not. The key is to identify what questions 
to ask to determine if bullying is going on. What pieces of information would inform whether 
bullying is occurring, and the best way to obtain that information. Then determine what are the 
best possible responses to each situation (regardless if the situation is bullying or not, as students 
need to feel their voice matters). 
 
Response Example: 

A boy requires other boys that want to be in “his club” to bring him items from home, 
such as trading cards, special pencils, and toys. The boys willingly comply as they are 
afraid to not be a part of the group. 

  
 Information Needed: 

• How do all of the boys feel about the requirements? 

• Why do they want to be part of the club? 

• What is the club? What do they do in the club? 

• Who are members of the group? 

• What have the kids given to the primary boy? 

 Responses: 
• Discuss with kids being pressured to be involved with other groups.  

• Educate all kids about acceptance of others without having to buy or pay for it.  

• Require that the primary boy return the items. 



Bullying Examples:  
Attempt to identify necessary information to determine if bullying is occurring, what form of 
bullying and how to respond. Then, assuming bullying occurred, identify possible responses to 
the bullying to reduce the likelihood of it happening again. 

 
After school, a group of third grade boys tell a group of second grade boys that they 

can not play on the basketball court because the third grade boys are going to play 
there. The third grade boys then throw the ball away from the court. 

 
A female student, who normally eats lunch with several other girls in a group, has 

begun to eat alone, or in the classroom with a teacher. She also has missed a few 
days of school and is not as focused in school, although not failing. 

 
Another student informs you that one female student is regularly called overweight by 

a host of other students. The informing student does not know who specifically 
and the victim refuses to inform you who said it. 

One student informs you that two students are fighting on the playground. They tell 
you that one is bigger than the other, but both are the same age. Upon breaking up 
the fight, the students inform you that they were arguing over a girl. 

 
A boy, who has ADHD, is made fun of by other students because of how active he is, 

and tends to be a little socially awkward. He bothers teachers as well, who 
constantly have to redirect him, as well as struggle to get the rest of the class to 
focus. 

 
Two students get into an argument over sharing a ball. The older child shoves the 

younger child to the ground and takes the ball. Neither of the two children 
regularly engage in such behavior. 

 
A popular boy claims a row of seats on the bus and “saves” them for the kids he 

wants to sit there. He doesn’t use physical means to keep the others out of the 
seats, but all the kids on the bus refrain from sitting there. 

 
On the playground during recess, a group of popular girls stand near a girl who is not 

as popular as the aforementioned girls and say negative things about her to one 
another that are loud enough for her to hear, but they never direct them at her. 

 
A girl who is continuously told by the “popular girls” that she cannot sit at their lunch 

room table forms her own peer group and claims her own table. She then forbids 
the girls at “her table” to interact with the girls at the “popular table”, so the girls 
at the new table avoid the “popular girls’” table. 

 
A girl wants to play a different game at recess. Her best friend cries until she agrees 

to play what her best friend wants to play. You have observed a similar 
interaction between these two girls on a previous occasion. 

 



A student, who has to sit out of first recess because he didn’t finish his homework the 
night before, is told by his peer group that he cannot play with them for the rest of 
the day because he was in trouble with the teacher. 

 
A girl tells the other girls in her group that they are not allowed to play with a specific 

girl at school because her clothes are not in style. 
 
After school, a group of third grade boys tell a group of second grade boys that they 

can not play on the basketball court because the third grade boys are going to play 
there. The third grade boys then throw the ball away from the court. 

 
A popular girl claims a tetherball court as hers for her peer group to use when they 

want. The other kids accept this and allow her access to the court when she wants 
it. 

 
A child has been designated as a classroom “captain”. In the classroom, while 

working on a group project, he dictates how he wants the project done and all the 
other kids in the group accept his ideas. 


