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The 30th January 1933 was 1o a certain extent the result of a
series of attempts to overcome the economic, political and
social crises which had confronted the Weimar Republic after ,
1929 by authoritarian means. In addition, however, it also
marked the starting point of a development which immediately
pushed aside such altempts to find a solution and which withina
short space of time abolished the parliamentary democralic
system in radical fashion. Initially the National Socialists wers ',
able to take advantage of the idea, supported by many right- ,
wingers and members of the middle class, of a renewal of slaloé?
and society by means of a strong national government with 8 |
wide support-base. Support for the idea also led to Hindenburg's
opposition to the appointment of Hitler as Chancellor being’
ignored. Who was using whom in pursuit of his own aims quickly
became all oo clear. Although the National Socialists wers '
initially in the minority, with Adolf Hitler as Chancelior, in the
government of “national unity” the illusion that Hitler could be
influenced, as the charismatic “drummer” and eventually
pushed aside, was dispelled within a few weeks. 3
The Nalional Sacialists still did not win a majority of the voles
cast on 5th March 1933 in the last elections which could lo &
cerlain extent be said to be free. However, together wilh the
German Nationals the National Socialists had a majority g
Parliament. Through his Enabling Law Hitler freed himself of ol
constitutional obligations and of parfiamentary control. After the
slimination of the KPD only the SPD opposed the Law in 18
Reichstag. The Centre Parly and middle class parties voted i8
favour of il. The next step was the banning or voluntary diss!
tion of political parties. The NSDAP-became the siate parly 6§
the Third Reich. The Reichstag became merely an instilul
which acclaimed Hitler and his decisions. The idea of a pi
liamentary democracy was conclusively destroyed. Hencelo
the NSDAP and its organisations supervised and determined
aspects of political, economic and cultural life in the state. M

police were placed under national socialist control. The po
force, the S.A. (Sturmabteilung) and S.S. (Schulzstafiel)
the instruments with which the Parly extended the totalita
system and secured its dominant position. In February 1933
first concentration camps for political internees were 0penéd
When the S.A. demanded widespread powers of control in
with those of the Party, it was stripped of power by Hitler at
end of June 1934. The S.S. became the most powerful s
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- transforied into a unitary stata. :
After the death of Hindenburg Hitler took controi of the now

- choose one’s place of work and the posil
. strengthened by the adoption of #he Fiihirer — subservient follow-
ers’ allitude in factories. The ‘principle’ of a capitalist private

- whole nation was to be found in the: Vi
previous youth associations were disbéndéd*and replaced by the

grgsarxsaiti&r; ;hey'sa:v themselves as the élite. In the war the
-S. .the . nisati i i inati
i J,ews.%.. is; .on which carried out the gx!ermlnahon of
Federal representatives (Rei ' :

. eichsstatthalter) were a ointed i
the German Lander and the state parliaments weremc)jiss;olvec,;.I

g?mgr(\;gd funchoqs of President and Chancellor. As the “Fahrer
e a?]rrt;x{.il{:1 R?:ch aqd people” ail officials and soldiers had to
e o allegqu‘cef;ate‘hjm.. In this way he bound the
rs and .ofhcvals, whg wete. mainly ‘sworn in on a traditionat
3\?:2 (l)r: al'l]eglance, even closer to him. = i
ith Ihe help of its various organisations the NSD)
political life and society itself, Al poliliéal,"éceor':‘osn?iy;ncg Q:Jrl?greg
organisations were “brought inte ling™. This began with the stale
organisation of. lhe‘;ec’onq_my._ Trade uniofié were abolished. The
r\:r;)‘;k;,trs wfeqxi 'depnvgd c_)f their right to-form trade unions, which
; een o.ubgrht for in u}‘q nineteerl_th_ century to enable them to
ave 'lflwear mtérgsts represented. Workefs and’ management
were Joined togettier in a unitary state.argagisation, the “Germ
labour front”. The fixing of wages by the st&a repfas .
of social parinership. Restrictions wére.

stada eplaced the notion

of the employer was

€conomy was not affected by the Party but production was largely
controlled. by the state. During the World War concentration
camps and eventually the ‘whole’ of ‘occupied Europe became
recruitment areas for the Gesman-armaments in'd'ustry<

f\latlonal “soc[alism aimed to, harness together the contradictory
ideas of “nationalism” and g alism” in the “national commu-

“nity” (“Volksgemeinschait”). irn-reality, i
i gen : ality, it broke away from Ger-
- man naticnalist ideas and preached a racist ideology. An exam-

ple of the principle of the personal and logical grip on the

ith organisation. All

state association, the Hitler Youth miovement (H,J.). This was an

instrument of - national - socialist ‘education - ..
training. : D CBNOH',.and”pre—moluary
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~* Foreign policy, which at first seemed to continue the revisionisl;

- tegcled gautiously and in so doing allowed Hitler to continue hisg

The upturn in the wo[ld»‘,eéonomy after 1933 contributed to the -

recovery of the German economy. A job creation programme e
launched by the National Sacialists included primarily public : «

work schemes. This did little lo assist industrial production but '

did take the unemployed off the streets and offered them low ‘
wages. The rearmament programme, which was initially dis- §
guised, and the building up of the Wehrmacht with two year's j
compulsory service also contributed to the reduction in unem- ‘
ployment. This success was one of the reasons why the nalional -
socialist regime had hardly any opponents in the whole German /
nation. g
The job creation programme and build-up of arms were financed .".
by foreign exchange, Reich loans and finally by the printing of =
banknotes. The Reich had debts on a scale which was hitherlo

unknown. The national socialist economic policy after 1933 ;
primarily served Hitler's pian, which was kept a secret from the ; .
public: the war of conquest in the East which was to provide "a;
final solution for the future . . . by extending the ‘Lebensraum’’
and the supplies of raw materials and food for our nation”. Hillef:
gave the Wehrmacht and the economy the following tasks: "7y
The German armiy must be ready for active duty within fou
years; Il. The German economy must be equipped for war within
four years”. ‘

12

. policies of the Weimar Republic, actually served this primé
national-socialist aim. For fear of a war the Western powers}

aggressive and expansionist foreign policy. Not until German
" lroops had occupied Czechoslovakia in the spring of 1939 dd3 -
_France and England’ adopt a firmer stance and jointly offef
Poland a guarantee of military assistance. It now became cleal
that Hiller's next step risked causing a world war. .
Anti-semitism, whose roots went back as far as the ninetesny .
century, had already been widespread in the Weimar Republi
For Hitler the racist ideology was the central idea of his philo:

at the mercy of anonymous social forces — which had

' _experienced by the ‘masses in the uncertain life of the wodd *

on - into aggression against the “world co

s ; d Bolsheviks”. Following the acquisition
power by the Naliofal Socialists Hitler's ideas about the “Vo
feinde" were corisistently turned into reality. This began

o
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acts of V{olence against Jewish citizens and their property. Step
by step h!q was made impossible for German Jews. Finally, the
exlerrr_nnanon of the “Jewish-Bolshevik ruling class” and of' the
:!f;v:e in East:arn Europe became; along with the winning of
e aifr:ls‘raum for the “German master race”, a fundamental
The qhances of the opposing forces offering any effective
opposition fo the N.S. regime were small from the outset. The
political left, sections of the middle class conservative c.amp
churchrpen and some military officers were united in their'
opppsmop to Hitler but were unable to form a common front
against him because of their diverging political views and above
all because of the perfect surveillance system operated by the
§late apparatus. Not until the 20th July 1944, with the threaten-
ing consequences of a military defeat staring them in the face
was thereT any attempt to overthrow Hiller. However this did noi
succeed in ousting Hitler and in ending the war, at'least in the
West 91_;! rather led to the physical extermination of all German
.opposmon.‘ The war, which was continued and accompanied b
increased internal terror campaigns, claimed more victims be)-,

d o the w.
tween the 20th Ju 1944 and the en ar than n the
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The Path to the 30th January 1933

MILLIONEN"

stehen hinter mir

The Seizure of Power

The start of the world economic depression in autumn 192
which hit Germany particularly hard, increased social and polll
cal tension in the Weimar Republic. Influenced by mass unen
ployment and economic depression large sections of the popt
lation turned to exiremism. The economically threatened midd
classes in particular, the traditional supporters of the liber
parlies, turned their backs on the Republic and moved towar
the right. The right wing opposition, which was grouped arou
the NSDAP, grew into a mass movement and helped Adolf Hit
o power, with the support of sections of heavy industry and
the financial world (cat. illustr. 228).

Hitler's government was initially no different from its predeo
sors: it depended as a “presidential cabinet” not on a parliam.
lary majority but alone on the support of the President of §
Reich. The majority of the conservatives and the nahond
middie class, large sections of the unemployed especuallyq
lime volers amongst them approved Hitler's seizure of powt
They saw in it the promise of an end to the “confusion 01‘
Republic”. The rejection of the Weimar Republic, however, |
nol lead to the hoped-for “conservative renewal”. The result!
rather the lotalitarian “"Fihrer state”.

-

The NSDAP before 1930

In the form of Adolf Hitler the leader of a party came to
which had, after the First World War, come onto the polif
scene as just one of many nationalist splinter groups. -]
driving forces behind the parly’s programme were conf
anticapitalism, antiparliamentarianism, antimarxism, anii
lism and, in a time of growing political and social conflici
obviously altractive ideology of a national community -
Hustr. 229). Nalional socialist propaganda condensed all
alements inlo a philosophy (“Weltanschauung”) which, al

the background of the social crisis, offered a soiution fof
antidemocralic mass. 1
Hitler began allempts to make political reality of his progr.
at an early slage. In similar fashion to Kapp in 1920 he belie

) “The meaning of the Hitler salute™ poster by John Heartfield: “Millions sfand behind me"
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that it would be possible to stage a successiul putsch against
the “November Republic” during the crisis year of 1923 (cat.
illustr.. 230). With the failure of the Putsch the danger of a
national socialist take-over was avoided for the time being.
Hitler was tried on a charge of high treason. During his period
of imprisonment he set down his polilical aims in his book
“Mein Kampf”: his foreign policy plans, which were in, many
respecls based on extreme war aims of the First World War,
revolved around the central aim of exlerminating the Jewish
“mortal enemy” of the “aryan race”. During the first stage,
following the “seizure of power”, the “cancerous democracy”
was {o be abolished and Jews, Bolsheviks and Marxists were
to be banished from the national community. Following the in-
ternal consolidation of the Reich the German position in ceniral
Europe was to be secured stage by stage and then strength-
ened and finally Germany, as the “Great Germanic Reich of the
German Nation”, would achieve a position of world dominance.

Following his early release Hiller adopted a new tactic: power
was to be won slowly and legally. In the ensuing peacelul years of
the Republic he systematically buiit up the Party (cat. illustr. 231).

The Consolidation of N. S. — Dominance
The Elimination of Political Opponents (Gleichschaltung)

The “seizure of power” on 30th January 1933 marked not just
the end of the Weimar Republic but also the abolilion of the
federal structure which had existed since 1871 in the German
Reich. The same was also true of the existing institutions of
political and social life. The “Gleichschaltung” of the German
Lander, the administration and the judiciary (cat. illustr. 242),
the press, the arts and sciences, meant the path was cleared
for a centralist unitary state. The banning of political parties
and the aggressive elimination of political opponents, including
those amongst their own ranks, were further sleps along the
road lo the establishment of a dictatorship. With the death of
Hindenburg in August 1934 the concentration of internal politi-
cal power was secured: Hiller was the leader of the state parly,
head of government and head of state. As the “Fuhrer of the
German Reich and nation" he forced officials and soldiers to

swear an oath of allegiance 1o him.

36

A The N.S. government used the Reichstag five on 2710 February

1?33' (cal. illusir. 233) as an opportunity for replacing the con-

s llul)onal laws of the Weimar Republic on the following day by

passtng an emergency decree “to piotect the prople and the

.'Sr:;'e {,cnl. /II(i{sIr. 23:1). This marked the beginning of 1he hound-
and arresting of polilical opponents, espaciall 50

left (cat. illusn. 2.35) e

Fresh elections of 5ih March followed the dissolution of the

Reichslag. However, although the NSDAP declared if “the day
of the awakening nation" and although left wing parly newspap-
ers had peen banned since the Reichstaq fire and communisis
and social democrals had hnen pursued o1 suppressed, the
NS[?AP only won 13.9% of the voles cas| and 1hns lm;d no
parliamentary majority.
/\! the opening of the newly elected Reichatag on 211 March
”H.I(H leslified 1o the “spirit of Potsdam™ (cal. iusn ;"ll(»') In so
rfmpg h_e adopted Prussian traditions for himsell and his parly
which, in place of the “spirit of Weimar”. wore o <|1y>r;or| lhr;
“awakening of the nation”. ’ :
lHv means of the "Er‘!ab{irvq Acl™ ol 23rd March Hiller Ireed
nimsell from all conslilutional and pmlinmnntnry control (cal
iustr. 237). The Cenlre and middle class patlies voled in favour -
ot the Law. Aller the banning of the KPD the social 44lnmocra!<
wete ll'te only party to vole against il alter a cotmageous speecf‘
by their chairman Olto Wels. The Law made the ﬂniéhslaq a
':upnl.lluous institution. The legislalure and (he exectilive wer
nmn’dmared. Only the government could now pass laws '
On .11:9! March the independence of the Lander and ihe loca'
.-uunmnhes'_powers of sell adminisiration were abolished. The
I ander parliaments were reformed in accordance with‘ the }esui‘
ol the March Reichslag elections. Federal fel)tf!SPll}a!i;lP‘
(lhwrihsslallhaller) ensured thal the “policy quidelines sél oul h
the Chancellor of the Reich” were adherad to (cat. illus'!r om0
Officials who did nol support the national socialisls (‘Ol-Jld‘l."’
(hn:nl*;.’;fli in accordance with the “law on the recmnlic;n of ll;"
profescional and service” of 7th April and Jewish nf!icials could
:»;- dismissed on the grouﬁds of a special "Aryan paragraph
pponents of the regime in the Lander and their civil services !
wete gl eliminated. e gt
The 1t May, the traditional celebration day of the fahour move
ment s declared a “day of national labour” by ihe goverr
ment ol the Reich. Hundreds of thousands Sl'{);)(;rfe(l (15
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regime’s appeal. The trade union leaders aceepted the decision
in the hope of at least saving their organisation. However, on the
following day. the 2nd May, the leading union oflicials were
anedled and sent lo concentration camps (cal. illustr. 238) The
union organisation was “aligned™ and the “working Germans of
hrow and list” were united in the “German Labour Front”

By voling in favour of the Enabling Acl most political pailies had
renounced in Maich any hope ol a decisive role in politcal
affairs. for which they had been stiuggling and had eventually
won in 1918 aller several vain altempls. Under increasing
pressute rom the NSDAP they cither disbanded during 1933 o1
were banned. A law passed on 1-Hh July "against the establish
ment of new parties™ compleled the piocess and cemented the
NSDAP s 10le as the sole party m the unifary slale.

Aitet Hindenburg's death the concentiation of internal political
power was complete. A symbol ol this concentiation of power
was the oath of allegiance which Hitler made the Reichsweln
swear on 2nd August 1934 "I swear to God this holy oath thal |
shall offer lolal obedience to the Fulwer of the German Reich
and Nalion, Adoll Hitler, the supreme conunander of the Wel -
macht, and that | shall be prepaied. as a brave soldier, to lay
down my life at any time” (cat. ilusti. 2 11)

The Liguidalion of Political Opponents

Parallel 1o the political aligniment process a policy of eliminalion
of political opponents, of “enemies ol the stale” was pursued
(cat. illusir. 243). According to the stalules of the securily police
the following categories were sought oul: “"communists, matx-
ists, Jews, politically-aciive chuiches. freemasons, politically
dissalisfied people (grumblers), members of the nalional oppo-
sition, reactionaries, members of the Black Fronl, econoinic
saboleurs, common ciiminals, abortionisis and homosexuals,
traitors and those guilly of high treason”

The June murders of 1934 claimed both men from the opposition
within the Party and conservative and religious opponents of the
regime as victims (cal. illusitr. 2-1-11) As a measuie {0 ensure law
and order, aimed al 1ebel forces in the S AL the actions of the
party leadership and the S.S. wete accepled by the President of
the Reich and by the Reichswelr. Moreover, the “Rohm Affair”
ended the aspiralions of the social revolutionary forces in the

i Third Heich

national socialist leadership, who had previously blocked an
agreement between Hitler and the Reichswehr and industry.

The N.S. State

By the middle of 1934 the N_S. posilion of dominance had been
largely secured. The NSDAP, which before 1933 had been
primarily a parly siruggling against the Weimar Republic, had
achieved ils task of taking power. However, the Parly did no!
then become superfluous. “The NSDAP remains, in order thal
the people remain natlional socialists”, announced propaganda
minister Dr. Joseph Goebbels. The institutions of the stale
should. by means of educalion and propaganda and with the
support of the judiciary and lhe police, creale a siluation in
which “national socialism is the only ait which we breathe
(Goebbels). The real aim remained a secrel: the preparation of
slale, economy and society for an expansionist wai.

National socialism aimed to bring together the contradictory
lorces of “nationalism” and “socialism” in a “people’s communi-
ly" (cat. illustr. 249). An example of the personal and ideologica'
grip held on the entire nation was the youth organisation. Al
previous youth associations were disbanded and replaced by
ihe slate association of the “Hiller Youth” (H.J.). This was an
instrument of national socialist education and pre-military train-
ing from which Hiller wanted to creale a youlh which was "as
tough as leather, as hard as Krupp sleel, as quick as grey-
hounds”. The stale education inslilutions held a grip on cilizens
from childhood and taught them “to think nothing but German. le
feel German and lo behave German”.

Ihe “publicity work™ of the regime also served this aim. Various
pieces of information in the press, on the radio and on film could
be traced back to the same source and were all velted by the
same organisation: the Ministry for Propaganda under Joseph
Goebbels. His precise instruclions aboul the way lo deal wil
polilical. economic or even artistic themes ensured, logethe’
with the pressure placed on journalists, a uniform and
moreover, perfect control of public opinion (cat. ilfusir. 245). The
Mopaganda Ministry controlled the public image of the parly
ieqme Even the “sponlaneous™ characler of mass aclions
were iequlated: from “plebiscites” 1o the "Reichskristalinach!
ol {0349
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The public, whose allitude vatied fiom those who agreed with
the regime 1o those who feared reprisals, was subjecled io a
peilect syslem ol swveillance: the police, seciel agenls, the
S.A. and the S.S. were the instruments used by the Parly to
extend then lotalitauian system and 1o secure their dominant
position. In February 1933 the first concenlration camps weie
set up lor, olitical internees. From the "Black Shirls” (*Schutz-
stalfel”), Hitler's bodyguard, the S.S., under Heinrich Himmler.
became a "slale within a state” (cat. illusir. 246G) S.S. members
consideied themselves 1o be the new ruling elite of the nation
‘They swoie lotal obedience {o Hiller and pledged themselves to
the fight, as an end in itself "and also lo remain at their post
when all 1s lost: there can be no such woid as ‘impossible’ and
there never will be amongst our 1anks. it is not what we are
lighting for which is all important bul how we fight”.

By 1939 the S.S., together with the "Geheime Staatspolizei”
(Gestapo), was occupied with the task of surveying and perse-
cuting opponents of the regime. During the war, having by then
been expanded to form the "Watlen-S.S.", they were assigned
lo vatious “special duties” in occupied territories. The extermi-
nation of the Warsaw Ghello in 1943 was one of these “special
missions” (cal. tlustr. 2256)

Despite its position of unrestiicted and unchecked power the
tolalitarian slale sel up a judiciary, which sanctioned what was
happening and by ils lotal subservience to the "will of the
Fahrer” renounced ils classical function as an independent third
force in the slale. Now the “basis for the interpretation of all taws
is the national socialist philosophy, as expressed in the parly
programine and in the speeches of owr Fithrer. The judge had no
right to queslion the decisions of the Fiihier, which were dis-
guised as laws or decrees” (legal expert of the Reich, Hans
Frank). There was "no legal means of appeal” against decisions
of the “people’s court” (Volksgerichishof), which had been se!
up in 1934 to deal with cases of high treason and treachery (cal.
iflustr. 247). In this way the constitutional stale was delivered
into the hands of the “heallhy feelings of the nation”.

The control exeried over all areas of life and the establishment
of a state and society based on the principle of the “Fuhrer and his
followers™ also included economic alfans Laws weie passed to
replace the independent baigaining process belween the social
partners and "delermined” the working condilions in a new and
authoritarian manner. The right to choose one’s place of wotk

was reshicled. The dismanlling of workers™ rights showed just
how far the NSDAP was temoved lion its “socialist” bheginnings.
The position of the employers was even stiengthened. The
principle of a private capilalisl economy was unallecled by the
Parly. The National Socialist Job Creation Progiranune provided
new jobs lor many people (cat diosie 2218) On the other hand.
the workeis 1ost the right 1o have their views tepresentoed by an
arganised body, the coalition right. I ils place 2 mock sense of
harmony was created amongst workers. This succeeded in
winning over a high propoition of the labour force 1o the Thid
Reich and thus in exiending the social base of nalional socialis!
dominance and in crealing the necessary condilions for gearing
the economy towards the production of armaments

The Job Creation Programme and the build up ol annamens
was financed by foreign exchange. loans and finally by printing
money. The Reich fell into debt on a previously unknown scale
By employing infensive agricultuial tlechniques and by acquiring
industrial raw materials the dependence of the Reich on the world
markel was to be lessened. The econamic policy of the national
socialisls served one major purpose alter 1933: the pursuil of
Hitler's plan, which was concealed from the public. lo prepare
for the “"conquest of new Lebensraum in the East and for the
germanification of these areas” (cal. illusir. 251) Hiller set the
Wehrmacht and the economy the following task in 1936 in his
Four Year Plan:

“1. The German army muslt be ready for aclive duly in for
years.

2. The German economy must be equipped for war in fow
years" (cal. illustr. 250)

Géring promised in December 1936: “Viclory or ruin. If we aie
viclorious the economy will be amply rewarded. The cost must
nol be calculaled. We are playing here for the highest slakes
What would be more profitable than orders for anmamenls?
Industrial circles were concerned simply about the speed of Ihe
arms build-up and not interested in the Programme. "We Krupr -
neople only wanted a syslem which worked. Polilics is not ov'
game” said Alfred Krupp von Bohlen and Halbach in 1945,
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Ihe Perseculion and Elimination of the Jews

Anlisemitisi, the origins of which can be traced back (o the
nineteenth cenlury, was also widespread in the Weimar Repub-
lic. For Hitier the racist ideology was lhe central point in his
philosophy. It was included in the Party Programme of 1920
which laid down the aggressive policy of the NSDAP towards the
Jews. A fellow cilizen can only be someone who is a feflow
German. A fellow German can only be someone who is of
German blood, regardless of his religion. Thus no Jew can be a
fellow German™. The NSDAP succeeded in transforming the
leeling of being at the mercy of anonymous social forces — which
had been experienced by the masses in the uncertain life of the
wotld econoimic depression - into aggression against the "world
conspiracy of Jews and Bolsheviks™. Once Hitler had seized
power realily was made of his ideas on the "national enemies”.

Acts ol violence against Jews and thei propetly on tst Apiil
1933 marked the beginning of the persecution of the Jews (cat.

tustr. 252). The dismissal of Jewish judges and civil servants

heralded the systemalic elimination of Jews from ail aspecls ol
life. Increasing use was made of the legal basis for this action.

the "Aryan paragraph”: against doclors, dentists, chemists,
lawyers, solicilors, arlists and journalisls. Universities and slate
run schools were now open to an increasingly smaller number of
Jews. They were also baired from holding honorary positions,

from tax benefils and many social benefits, from military service
and from all clubs and associations. Jewish works were

removed from galleries, libraries, concert halls, thealres and

cinemas, slreets named afler Jews were renamed and Jewish

names were erased from the rolis of honour on war memorials. It

was also possible 1o forbid Jews to enter bars and to ban them

from using public baths and park benches (cal. illustr. 254). The

main driving force behind this campaign was the “law o protecl

Genman blood and German honour" of Seplember 1935: “pas-

sed in the knowledge that the purity of German blood is neces-

sary for the continualion of the German nation . . .. the Reichs-

tag has unanimously accepled the {ollowing law, which is

hereby announced:

§ 1 1. Marriages betlween Jews and cilizens of German or some

related blood are forbidden. Such marnages which take place

despite the law are invalid. even if the cerenony has laken place

abroad 1o avoid the law.
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§5 1. Anyone who disregards § 1is liable 1o a et ol imprison-
menl.”
In November 1938 the regime used the assassination aitempl
by a sevenieen year old Jew on a German diplomal in Paris as
an excuse for a massive perseculion campaign throughout the
Reich. On the “Reichskristalinacht” Jewish shops were de-
stroyed by the police and SA forces. almost all synagogues
burned down, Jewish properly looted and wealthy Jews weie
arrested and sent to concentration camps. Three month later
Hitler announced to the people, on the radio and in the press: "if
the international Jewish financiers within Europe and beyond
should succeed in leading the nalions into another World War.
the result will be not the conversion of the world to Bolshevism
and the Jewish viclory that would accompany this, but the
extermination of the Jewish race in Europe!". The complete
social oullawing of the Jews as a preliminary to titler's con
cealed aim became perfectly clear in 1941 with the “police
decree concerning the marking of Jews"” (cat. iflusir. 255).
“§1 1. It is forbidden for Jews, who have reached the age of
seven, lo appear in public without the mark of a Jewish star.
2. The Jewish star consisls of a hexagonal slar the size of t_he
palm of the hand, drawn in black on a yellow background wilh
the inscription “Jew” in black. It must be worn on the lefl hand
side of the chest in a clearly visible position.”
The exiermination of the “Jewish-Bolshevik ruling élite in the
Reich” and of the Jews in Easlern Europe became, along with
the need to acguire “Lebensraum” for the “German masle' *
race”, an expressed war aim. The decision on this maller was
taken at the "Wannsee Conference” in January 1942 on the
“final solution of the European Jewish question”. The minutes of
the conference leave no doubt in one’s mind as 1o the nature of
the procedure: “Under appropriate leadership, in pursuit of the
Inal solution, the Jews should be suitably employed in the East
A lorced labour. The Jews, who are capable of working, will ke
fransported o these areas in large work-teams, with men and
woimen 1o be kepl separate, o be employed in road building
operalions. Doublless, a large percentage will die and cause
natual reduction in numbers. The eventual survivors, since thes
will doublless represent the mosl resistant section, will have 2
be healed accordingly because, representing a selection of te
shongest, they would acl as the germ-cell for the building up o'z
new ewish race (look al hislorical experienee). During 1+




Pl thred el 339

coutse of the implementation of the final solution, the whole of
Etnope, from East lo Wesl, will be scouted”. Thus, the litle "linal
solttion” was given 1o the syslematic exterminalion of the Jew-
ish population in Europe. The concenhation camps. which were
set up in Poland, such as Auschwitz, Belzek, Chelmno. Maj
danek, Sobibor and Treblinka. becanre exlermination camps in
which Jews were murdered. frequently directly upon their arvival
from lransportalion from the Reich and the occupied tertilories.
~ These murders were parlly carried oul by means of poisonous
gas in special gas chambers. If one adds lo these viclims the
number of those who died in concentration camps in Genmany
and abroad as a result of forced labour and matnutrition or as a
resull of mass shootings by special firing squads (Einsatzgrup-
pen) in the occupied tenitories. the total number of murdered
Jews reaches between five and six million.

Power Politics and Resistance in the Reich
The National Socialist Foreign Policy

From the outsel. the aim of NS foreign policy went beyond the
revision of the Trealy ol Versailles demanded by all the other
parlies and entailed the acquisilion of new "Lebensraum” and
the establishment of a “"Greal German Reich of the German
Nation”. In the first years, however, this policy followed the
same lines as the previously pursued revisionist policy. Initial
successes encotiraged Hitler to step up the lempo (cat. illustr.
257) Hitler finally embarked upon an imperialisl expansionisl
policy when he occupied “the 1emnants of Czechoslovakia® in
spring 1939.

The foreign office, which remained unallecled by the seizure of
power by Hitier, seemed lo be continuing with ils revisionis!
policy that it had adopted during the Weimar Republic. The
“Reich Concordat”, agreed with the Vatican in July 1933, aiimed
1o sellle all previous dillerences belween the Catholic Church
and National Socialism The nonaggression pact with Poland of
Januaty 1931 eased 1he lension existing in German-Polish
relalions. The inciease in Hitler's mternational standing aroused
hopes and also w‘(r;\kuned internal opposition to him in Ger-
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The teoccupation ol the Saar in January 1935 was seen as a
further success in NS foreign policy This policy had still not
contravened the Treaty of Versailles. By conlrast, however, the
reintroduction of conscription in March 1935 and the reconstruc-
lion of the Luftwaffe, which was no longer kept a secrel, were
open violalions of the Trealy. However. the League of Nations,
which Germany had left in 1933, and which was entrusted with
the task ol supervising international treaties, only managed a
“condemnation” of the aclions. The European powers could not
succeed in forming a united front against this policy.

Instead ol imposing sanctions the foreign powers effectively
sanctioned such violations of the Trealy. The Anglo-German
Naval Agreement of June 1935 averted the threat of German
isolation and encouraged Hitler to violate the Treaty yet again by
ordering his troops to march into the demilitarised Rhineland in
March 1936 (cat. illustr. 258). A few months later the regime
presented lo the world. during the Olympic Games in Berlin. the
picliie of a peace-loving Germany, both at home and abroad.
However, this was pure deception: in the Spanish civil war.
which broke out in July 1936, the German “Condor Legion”
supported the antirepublican Falangists of General Franco. The
weapons, which had been developed as a result of the German
policy on rearmament, were put to the test for the first time in
Spain. Nevertheless, Hitler saw Mussolini rather than Franco as
a polential ally of his own military plans and the two reached an
agreement on the demarcaiion of their respective policies of
expansionism in October 1936 (cal. illusir. 259). This Rome—
Berlin axis was a prelude io the future war-lime alliance.

The German-ilalian agreement also paved the way for the
realisation of a plan, which had failed in 1934, not least because
of Mussolini's opposition lo it; the Austrian national socialisis’
plan to unite their own country with the German Reich. In March
1938 German troops marched into Austria to be met by jubilant
crowds and the country was annexed to the Reich as "Oslmark”
(cat. iflustr. 260). Thus the Greater German Reich was estab-
lished by a policy of surprises and blackmail. The Gestapo
accompanied the German [roops in Austria and by December
1938 had taken over 20.000 people into “cusitody”. After the
“AnschiuB” with Austria. which like the reoccupatlion of the
demilitarised Rhineland. was a violalion of the Trealy of Versail-
les, Hitler further incited the "Come Home to the Reich” move-
ment. Nevertheless, England and France conlinued to follow
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their policy of appeasement: in Sepltember ‘938 ‘lh(:y agreed'lx.l
the ceding of the German Sudelenlancvi. in Lzec?uoslqvaknz
sbecause lhey did not yet feel ready for a military cunl}u:} with the
Reich (cat. illustr. 261, 262). Hitler was nol yel s;nl_lshed, how-
ever: his next aim was the “wiping out of the reimaining areas of
Czechoslovakia®, The alleged persceution of the German
minority by the Czechs served as a pretext. The press weie
given orders lo dramatise their reports of “horror, Amurd‘er and
mistreatment in order to demonstrate whal a barbaric nation the
Czechs are”. Finally Hitler used the conllict belween the Czechs
and the Slovaks as an excuse for ordering his German troops 1o
march into Prague in March 1939 (cat. illustr. 263). :fhe Czech
area of the country became the “protectorate of Bohmen and
Mahren”, Slovakia became an autonomous slate uan the
“protection of the German Reich”. As a reaclig«) 1o this open
aggression Greal Britain and France issued a joint declaration
quaranteeing protection for Poland. : :
Ihe Anglo-German Naval Agreeiment was rcvoked. by Hitler v
Apiil 1939, The “Steel pact” of May firmly coqumlled ltaly to
Geimany's aggressive policy. The Get'«n)&fy—Somel Non-Agyies:
sion Pact of August 1939 (cat. illustr. 264) finally won ovet the
“doves” in Germany 1o the idea of war; an addmonal_ sectel
lause dealt with the distribution of the spoils following the
imiminent German attack on Poland.

The Opposilion

Ihe scizure of power by Hitler in 1933 sparked off imme(_lmle
opposition. In addition 1o the many thousands who saw emigra:
non as the only solution, many people shunned the alignment
policy at home and formed secret groups. In the first years of the
jequne it was above all the socialdemocralic and commuis!
colls and churchmen who opposed the totalitarian sysiem and
the recognisable war aims of Hitler. Even during the petiod ¢!
foregn pulicy successes and before the outbreak of war oppos-
ten o Hitler was raising its head in middle class, conservaine
ciche and in the form of individuals and certain groups in the
St apparatus itsell and amongst military  officers _lhe,
Ve e convineed that making a stand against Hiller's gnnnna'
e, oo way represented a betrayal of Germany. During the
wo e e cucles attempled 1o join forces with the labour mowe
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ment. Hitler and the NSDAP were to be overthrown by a coup
d'état even if this would still not prevent a German military
defeal. However, diverging molives and different political aspi-
rations along with uncoordinated action prevented the seiling up
of an effective front against Hitler. Moreover, the regime suc-
ceeded, with the help of a well-struclured and efficient sece!
police system, in continually eliminating the opposition lorces
Thus, the opposition was restricted lo a "rebellion of consci-
ence”, which was wilnessed with misirust from abroad. The
assassination attempt of 20th July 1944 represented an effort,
by overthrowing Hiller, to creale more favourable conditions for
the end of the war and lo prevent the further destruction of
Germany (cal. illustr. 268). Even in the event of failure the
conspirators expected to have an effecl abroad: “the assassina-

tion atlempt must take place . .. Even if il does nol succeed

negotiations must be held in Berlin because it is no longer a

maller of being praclical but thal the German opposilion move-

ment, in the full view of the world and of hislory has dared fo take

a decisive step. Nex! to this everylhing else is immalerial®
{General v. Tresckow).

The Second World War

Hitler had formulated his plan to expand German “Lebensraum”
at all costs in his book "Mein Kampf" and had repeatedly
reiterated it in his propaganda speeches. Just four days after his
seizure of power he developed his political and military plans
during secret discussions with the top officers of the Reichswelr
(cal.illustr. 251). In November 1937 he saw "the way of force”
as the only “solution to the German question”, which can “never
be withou! ils risks" and he related his ideas on the appropriale
time for an aliack lo the military leaders. On 1st September 1939
he announced the beginning of the war to the Reichstag and the
nation (cat. iliusir. 265). The atlacks on Poland, Denmark,
Norway, France and Yugoslavia represenled Hiller's concept of
lightning warlare (Blitzkrieg) (cal. illustr. 266). They led initially
to quickly-won viclories. The war took on new dimensions fo-

lowing the allack on the Soviel Union and the entry of the USA

into the war aller the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour in 1941:

it linally became a World War. National Socialist propaganda
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altempled to meel the increasing difficullies, which Germany
was facing from fighling a war on several fronts, with appeals lo
slick to the task and with promises for the “time after the
victory". The “march on the East" signalled the beginning, not
just of attempts to impose a military defeat on the Red Army but
also of a systematic exlermination of East European Jews.

in January 1943 the Allies demanded the unconditional surren-
der of Germany. Shortly after this the German defeat at Stalin-
grad marked the turning point of the war (cal. illustr. 267). The
Western powers responded to Propaganda Minister Joseph
Goebbel's call for."total war" in 1943 by stepping up their air
attacks, including those against the civilian population. The war
entered ils final phase in June 1944 with the invasion by the
Western Allies (cat. illusir. 270. 271). Simultaneously, the Soviet
forces pushed the German troops in the East back as far as the
German border. The end came in May 1945 with the lotal
collapse and the unconditional surrender of Germany (cat.
illustr. 272. 273).




