



 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PHIL 190M SENIOR SEMINAR 
PHILOSOPHICAL THOUGHT OF JOHN STUART MILL (1806-73)

FALL 2007
Class Meetings: 
TR 12:00-1:15PM, MND 1032
Instructor: 

Dr. Christina Bellon, Department of Philosophy

Office Hours: 
TR 10:30-11:30am, T 1:30-2:30pm; and by appointment. 

Contact:  

MND 3012, 278.4759, bellon@csus.edu, www.csus.edu/indiv/b/bellonc
Catalogue Description
Intensive study of the philosophical writings of John Stuart Mill, with particular attention to his ethical and political work.  Addresses the consistency of Mill's utilitarian ethics as applied to pressing social, legal, political, and economic issues of the 19th century (some of which remain to this day).  These include a defense of the emancipation of women, the nature of economic justice in industrial society, a defense of individual liberty, and the centrality of human flourishing to a justly ordered society. Prerequisite: 6 units in philosophy or instructor permission.
Introduction
For Mill, the idea of human flourishing underlies all other values and justifies a large degree of individual freedom. His ideal of individual liberty serves as the foundation for contemporary libertarian thought. He has defended freedom of thought and conscience, of practice and of lifestyle, and has advocated the free use of alcohol and drugs. In his writings and his political activity he has called for the full political emancipation and equality of women, generally, and of the poor and indigent as well. Sex and class, he has argued, ought not to be determinants of political and social participation. Today we take many of these practices and the ideals that underlie them for granted. However, in this course we will examine Mill’s arguments in favour of such generous interpretations of liberty, equality and the requirements of flourishing.

Mill may be best known for his defense of utilitarianism as the best grounding principle for social policy and as the fundamental principle for resolving ethical problems. The principle of utility requires the minimization of harm and the maximization of benefits (especially happiness) for each individual member of society. His unique brand of utilitarianism, however, is deeply individualistic. It has sometimes been argued, from Bentham, that utility must be promoted as the greatest good for the majority of people. But understood in this way, achieving the greatest good for the majority may well necessitate the sacrifice of minority or individual liberty, happiness, and well-being. To Mill, this trade-off is morally unacceptable. No individual is any more worthy than any other, regardless of whether one is in the majority or the minority on any given matter. We will explore his attempt to make individualism, liberty, and utilitarianism compatible, and discuss to what degree his efforts were successful.

Given the nature of the material (primary source text) and the advanced level of the students in this class, we will conduct ourselves as a seminar. Students are required to read the assigned materials (about 30-50 pgs/week) before class to facilitate an in-depth study of Mill’s work. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	ASPIRATION/OBJECTIVE 
	PRACTICAL GOALS
	ASSESSMENT TOOLS

	Refine competence in philosophical and ethical language, analysis, and argumentation, especially as these arise in the study of the philosophical writings of John Stuart Mill.
	1.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Accurately describe and distinguish between a variety of philosophical  concepts, theories, and positions;

2. Express one's own philosophical judgements in a cogent and clear fashion;

3. Engage in cogent and respectful discussion of difficult and sometimes controversial issues;

4. Analyse specific ethical arguments for consistency and credibility (including one's own).
	1. Pre and Post course open-ended question/assessment.

2. Content in each of:

a. Essay

b. on-line discussion

c.  in class discussion 

	Develop written and oral communication skills, especially as those are associated with argumentative writing and public speaking.
	1. Writing competently in concise, precise and well developed logical style;
2. Expression of a point of view through the formulation of a coherent and consistent argument;
3. Presentation of an exposition of text in a coherent manner to an audience of peers;

4. Write and revise an extended argument in a semester-long writing project. 
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	1. Quality of the form (essay structure, logic) and mechanics (syntax, grammar) of each of:
a. essays 

b. on-line discussion

2. Substance, structure, and delivery of in-class and on-line discussions.




Texts
Bentham & Mill, The Classical Utilitarians (ed) John Troyer (Hackett, 2003);

J.S. Mill, On the Subjection of Women (ed) Susan Moller Okin (Hackett, 1988); 

J.S. Mill, Principles of Political Economy (ed) Stephen Nathanson (Hackett, 2004); 

Mill/Robson, Autobiography (Penguin Classic, 1990).
Evaluation
Evaluation of your progress toward the development of the above listed objectives, will be conducted by several means. The following assignments comprise the whole of the requirements for this course. This course is based upon a 100 pt scale with 1pt = 1%

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Participation (30pts)
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1As this is a senior seminar, designed for philosophy majors, it should be taken as an opportunity for you to enhance your technical communication skills – think of Socrates’ symposia. Attendance will be taken each class period, though it will not count toward your grade (it’s a way for me to get to know you and see who’s coming or not). 

I strongly encourage you to come regularly, do the readings ahead of time, and participate in class discussions and activities. To reward your efforts in this regard, this section of the course will be worth 30%. Please take very seriously this component of the course. Suitable performance in this regard consists of more than being present in class. You must be active, both as a listener and as a contributor to the success of the course. Mere attendance in class without contribution to class discussion will result in a minimal participation grade of C- (60% or 9/15). Of course, if you’re not in class, the task is even more difficult!

On-Line Discussion (20pts)
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Every student will be required to contribute at least 20 times to the focused on-line discussions, including at least thrice to each of the six discussion topics. Discussion topics will be guided with a question or prompt offered by the instructor. You contributions should be informed by the readings and class discussion and should be on topic. Off topic contributions and discussion threads will not be counted for grading purposes nor as satisfying the minimum required contributions. Discussion sections will remain open for the period during which the topics are discussed in class, and will be closed 7 days following the last date for the topic. Each student is also expected to read and follow the discussions of their class-mates. 

Contributions may consist of:

(i) proposing an initial response to the question/prompt which probes the reading and engages in further explication and analysis of the text, 

(ii) responding thoughtfully to someone else's response or subsequent question, 

(iii) suggesting connections between the reading/topic under discussion and other course material, 

(iv) bringing current events and other empirical facts/evidence to bear on the question/prompt. 

All of this must be conducted in the effort to better understand the texts and to further our appreciation of the material’s strengths and weaknesses. Polemics, ideological shortcuts, and other rather thoughtless and unscholarly contributions will not satisfy this requirement and should be resisted. Proper on-line etiquette is expected; violations will not be tolerated. 

Each student must have made a total of 20 contributions to on-line discussion by the end of semester (with at least three to each of the 6 discussion topics). Further, each student must have read at least ¾ of the available contributions from their fellows in each topic to qualify for a satisfactory grade of B- or better (regardless of how many submissions they have made). 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Term Essay (50pts)
In addition to the all the discussion, you will be required to write an extended essay analyzing some significant problem or insight focusing on Mill's work. This essay should be 10-15 pages long, double spaced with normal font and margins. It will be necessary for you to do some additional research, since much of what you may need to consider will not be found in the texts, though your texts should be used as your principal resources. Consult the instructor for guidance on how to conduct supplemental research. 
There will be four separate due dates associated with this essay project. You will write your project in four stages: (i) outline and proposed bibliography (10pts), (ii) formulation of your thesis and supporting argument (15pts), (iii) written draft (15pts), (iv) completed revision (10pts). Each stage must be completed by the relevant due date to allow for instructor commentary and feedback. Any stages missed will result in a reduction of the grade, regardless of the final quality of the submission. Late penalties apply at every stage, except the fourth stage which is a time certain deadline, no extensions, no exceptions. Each of the graded preceding components must be submitted with the next, so that by the end, all four parts are submitted together with the final revision. No submission will be complete until all the prior graded components of the project have been submitted along with it.

[image: image1] 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS POLICY

All assignments are due at the date and time specified in the assignment. Late assignments will be penalized at a rate of 10% per calendar day (not merely class period) beginning with the due date. After three late days, acceptance of the assignment is at the instructor(s discretion. If you know you will not be able to meet a due date, it is your responsibility to consult with the instructor before the assignment is due. When submitting any assignment in WebCT, ALWAYS check its status to ensure it was submitted. Do not merely hit “submit” and leave. It is your responsibility to ensure your assignment was submitted accurately and timely. Do not wait for the instructor to ask you about it or for a “0” to appear in your grade column!

No extensions, no exceptions. It is your responsibility to know the due dates and to plan accordingly. Leaving an assignment until the day or two prior is risky and makes you more vulnerable than you already are to factors and events in the universe beyond your control! 

ATTENDANCE POLICY
The following policy applies to each student. No exceptions will be made. Be sure you have read and understand your obligations in this regard. Regular attendance is expected and encouraged from all class participants. While attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class period, these will not directly contribute to the participation grade. 

Sleeping, using a cell phone, reading a newspaper, doing assignments for other classes, or otherwise engaging in disruptive or disrespectful behaviour will be met with a loss of ½pt from the participation grade. All cellular devices and iPods/music players must be turned off during class. 

PLAGIARISM/CHEATING POLICY 

Plagiarism and cheating are serious academic offences which will not be tolerated in this class. Always use quotation marks and a footnote citation to indicate sentences or passages you borrow from another author. Do not submit someone else’s work, whether as an essay or in quizzes/exams. Assignments in which plagiarism or other forms of cheating are found will at the least be graded at 0 (not just an F). ALL incidents of cheating and plagiarism will be reported both to the Department Chair and to the Judicial Officer in the Office of Student Affairs for possible further administrative sanction. You are responsible for reading and understanding the details of the University's plagiarism policy.
DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION

If you have a documented disability (visible or invisible) and require accommodation or assistance with assignments, tests, attendance, note taking, etc., please see the instructor by the end of the third week of classes so that  arrangements can be made. Failure to notify and consult with the instructor by this date may impede my ability to offer you the necessary accommodation and assistance in a timely fashion.  Also be sure to consult with the Services to Students with Disabilities (Lassen Hall) to see what other campus services and accommodation options are available for you.
SEE WEBCT FOR COMPLETE WEEKLY COURSE SCHEDULE.

NO FINAL EXAM.

OPTIONS FOR FORM AND STRUCTURE


Your essay must be structured according to one of the following forms:





1. Ethics:  Analyze and assess a specific element or aspect of Mill's philosophy for its distinctive contribution to ethics (e.g.: the harm principle as the only justifiable limitation on individual liberty, or the pleasure principle as the only acceptable justification of ethics, the basically hedonistic origin of moral judgement); OR,





2. Meta-ethics:  Analyze and assess Mill's method of philosophical inquiry for its consistency and completeness (e.g.: the role Mill assigns to causation in his consequentialist ethics, the viability of teleological methods in ethics); OR,





3. Applied Ethics:  Examine and assess some current social, political or ethical problem which you feel interested in and competent to address using Mill's utilitarianism. Demonstrate how this problem can be resolved by the use of Mill's approach (e.g.: the “problems” of recreational drug use, of homosexuality or gay marriage, of capital punishment).
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