Assignment 3

Teaching Geography
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	They say you never truly learn something until you have to teach it to someone else.  Since most of you are going to be teachers, that means you have a lot of learning ahead of you!  This assignment is designed to give you practice at preparing a lesson in geography (and to see that there is more to education than the classroom) as well as help to better learn material that we've already covered in class. 


For this assignment, you will select one topic or concept from this class, either something we've already covered or that is still coming up on the syllabus.  You will then design a way to teach that concept to someone else, whether a fellow student, a classroom of eight-year olds, or a group of adults.  Your final product may be a series of notes, a set of maps, a class activity, a lesson plan, or anything else appropriate.

This is a much more open-ended assignment than previous ones, so please see me if you're having trouble thinking of a topic or a method of teaching. Your proposal is due on Monday, November 15, and the whole assignment is due on Monday, December 6, at the beginning of class. If you can't make it to class, either turn it in early or e-mail it to me.  You will lose 5 points for each calendar day that it is late.

Step 1: Who's your audience?

The first step is to decide who your audience is going to be.  That will help you choose a topic of the right size and complexity.  Here are some suggestions, but don't limit yourself to these:

· A grade school, middle school, or high school classroom

· A cultural organization on campus

· A display for a public festival 

· Advertising for public relations purposes

· A business proposal

· An article for a newsletter or newspaper

· A public service announcement

· A presentation to a neighborhood group

The point is to choose a group of people in a semi-formal situation that are only slightly or not at all familiar with the concept you will be teaching them.  You can choose a place that they are familiar with and explain why it looks the way it does, or why the landscape is changing; you can choose a topic seemingly unrelated to their daily lives and show how it affects them; provide an interesting or fun example of geography in action; prepare the week's lesson in an introductory social studies class; etc.

Step 2: What are you talking about?

For this assignment, you should choose a single concept or idea that you want to explain.  Don't pick something too large, like "cultural geography," or too small, like "distribution of Welsh speakers worldwide."  You are encouraged to pick a case study with which to explain your topic; however, please use a different one from the ones I've used in class.  Here are some ideas to get you started:

	· Map scale or map projections
	· Gerrymandering or redistricting

	· The factors that determine climate and human adaptations in a region
	· Diffusion of a culture or language

· Models of urban land use

	· The spatial distribution of a natural resource
	· How suburbanization has changed a particular place

	· The demographic transition
	· Locational analysis for an industry

	· The geographic distribution of AIDS 

· Migration flows to and from a place
	· Implications of global warming for a region or place

	· Nationalism and a nation-state
	· Sacramento's water supply


I want you to choose a topic that we've talked about in class and go into it in more detail, not something brand new.  It's true that you understand something better when you have to explain it, so you might want to pick a subject that you didn't really get the first time around.  Or pick something that was really interesting to you and turn your enthusiasm into a lesson plan or activity.  Be sure that you are addressing at least one of the national geography standards from your text and handout.
Step 3: What do I do now?

This part is up to you.  Keeping in mind your topic and audience, determine the best way to teach what you know.  You can outline a lesson plan, including the notes that you would teach from; develop a class activity and/or assignment; write an article for a community newsletter; produce a map or set of maps that explain your subject; make a display board of multiple maps, charts, and other information for public viewing; outline an advertising campaign with sample ads for a public service announcement; prepare documentation or a short speech for a public hearing; take photographs and produce a photo essay with captions and a short introduction; or anything else that will get your message across in a suitable fashion. 
You will turn in two parts for this assignment. First, the lesson plan/notes/maps/whatever material it is that you would be teaching or presenting from.  (I will return it to you when I'm done grading it.)  You should include all the background material that you would need to deliver your talk, write your letter, produce your display, etc., including citations for your notes  Secondly, answer the questions attached at the end of these instructions.  Feel free to use them as a guide as you develop your assignment.  

This assignment does not require you to actually do the teaching for which you are preparing.  However, if you would like to use the class as guinea pigs for your written, visual, or oral presentation, you may do so for extra credit.  On the day the assignment is due, you can make a (short) presentation, display your map or other visual materials, or share a handout with the class.  Let me know when you turn in your topic if this is something that you want to do so I can schedule class time accordingly.

This assignment is worth 125 points.  You will be graded as follows:

Correctly following procedure

 


5 points

Appropriate materials for your topic and audience


40 points

A well-designed and accurate lesson plan/map/notes/whatever
40 points

Well-written answers to the questions



40 points

Extra credit for sharing




(up to)
10 points

Questions for Assignment 3
1) What are your goals for this assignment?  Do you want your audience to learn a specific piece of information, or a skill, or both?  What will they be able to do or what will they know at the end of your presentation that they didn't before?  Use terms from Bloom's Taxonomy in your answer (see below).

2) Which national geography standard or standards are you covering?  How?
3) What steps are you taking to evaluate the success of your assignment or presentation, and that your audience is actually learning what you are trying to teach them?



Bloom's Taxonomy

Bloom's Taxonomy divides the way people learn into three domains. One of these is the cognitive domain which emphasizes intellectual outcomes. This domain is further divided into categories or levels. The key words used and the type of questions asked may aid in the establishment and encouragement of critical thinking, especially in the higher levels. 



Level 1: Knowledge - exhibits previously learned material by recalling facts, terms, basic concepts and answers. 

Key words: who, what, why, when, omit, where, which, choose, find, how, define, label, show, spell, list, match, name, relate, tell, recall, select 

Questions: 

What is . . . ? How is . . . ?   Where is . . . ? When did _______ happen? 

How did ______ happen? How would you explain . . . ? 

Why did . . . ? How would you describe . . . ? 

Who were the main . . . ? Can you list three . . . ? 



Level 2: Comprehension - demonstrating understanding of facts and ideas by organizing, comparing, translating, interpreting, giving descriptions and stating main ideas. 

Key words: compare, contrast, demonstrate, interpret, explain, extend, illustrate, infer, outline, relate, rephrase, translate, summarize, show, classify 

Questions: 

How would you classify the type of . . . ? 

How would you compare . . . ? contrast . . . ? 

Will you state or interpret in your own words . . . ? 

Can you explain what is happening . . . what is meant . . .? 



Level 3: Application - solving problems by applying acquired knowledge, facts, techniques and rules in a different way. 

Key words: apply, build, choose, construct, develop, interview, make use of, organize, experiment with, plan, select, solve, utilize, model, identify 

Questions: 

How would you use . . . ? 

How would you apply what you learned to develop . . . ? 

What other way would you plan to . . . ?   What would result if . . . ? 

Can you make use of the facts to . . . ? 



Level 4: Analysis - examining and breaking information into parts by identifying motives or causes; making inferences and finding evidence to support generalizations. 

Key words: analyze, categorize, classify, compare, contrast, discover, dissect, divide, examine, inspect, simplify, survey, take part in, test for, distinguish, list, distinction, theme, relationships, function, motive, inference, assumption, conclusion 

Questions: 

What are the parts or features of . . . ? 

How is _______ related to . . . ? How would you classify . . . ? 

What inference can you make . . . ?   What conclusions can you draw . . . ? 

What is the function of . . . ? 



Level 5: Synthesis - compiling information together in a different way by combining elements in a new pattern or proposing alternative solutions. 

Key Words: build, choose, combine, compile, compose, construct, create, design, develop, estimate, formulate, imagine, invent, make up, originate, plan, predict, propose, solve, solution, suppose, discuss, modify, change, original, improve, adapt, minimize, maximize, delete, theorize, elaborate, test, improve, happen, change 

Questions: 

What would happen if . . . ?  Can you propose an alternative . . . ? 

What could be done to minimize (maximize) . . . ?  What could be combined to improve (change) . . . ? 

How would you test . . . ? 



Level 6: Evaluation - presenting and defending opinions by making judgments about information, validity of ideas or quality of work based on a set of criteria. 

Key Words: award, choose, conclude, criticize, decide, defend, determine, dispute, evaluate, judge, justify, measure, compare, mark, rate, recommend, rule on, select, agree, interpret, explain, appraise, prioritize, opinion, ,support, importance, criteria, prove, disprove, assess, influence, perceive, value, estimate, influence, deduct 

Questions: 

Do you agree with the actions . . . ? with the outcomes . . . ? 

What is your opinion of . . . ? 

How would you prove . . . ? disprove . . . ? 

What would you recommend . . . ?  How would you evaluate . . . ? 

What choice would you have made . . . ? 

(Source: Fowler, Barbara.  2004. "Critical Thinking Across the Curriculum Project." http://www.kcmetro.cc.mo.us/longview/ctac/blooms.htm.  Viewed October 30.)
