HRS 134 -- Suggested Questions for Third Essay

1.
Imagine you are a well-educated Jesuit in 18th century France who has just read Voltaire's Philosophical Dictionary.  You of course don't like what you see.  Write a newspaper article refuting Voltaire's assertions about natural law, natural religion, the Catholic Church, the clergy, civil liberties such as freedom of the press and religious toleration, and any other belief you find objectionable.  Cite page numbers in the Redman text.  Be impassioned but reasonable.

2.
Write an essay on Voltaire's idea of reform in Candide.  Does he promote it?  Is there such a thing as an ideal society?  Does politics help?  What does he mean, "We must cultivate our own garden?"

3.
In his travels Candide encounters several characters that represent attitudes that must be overcome in order to move toward a better world, even in a modest way.  The most important is Pangloss, but Martin and Pococurante should not be overlooked.  By reference to the text characterize these attitudes.  Why does Voltaire consider Pangloss his biggest obstacle?  What does the author mean when he has Candide say at the end, "We must cultivate our own garden?"

4.
Determine the ways in which Elizabeth and Mary Stuart in Schiller's play are similar and in what ways different.

5.
Do you think Elizabeth or Mary Stuart is the nobler character?

6.
Schiller's Mary Stuart builds up to the interview between the two protagonists in Act III.  By extensive reference to the text indicate whether the interview was destined to failure.  Contrast the characters of the two women.  What did they each expect from the interview?  What happened in the interview that caused it to break up in disaster?

