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STUDY IDEAS FOR E. T .A. HOFFMANN. TALES

 Mlle. de Scuderi 


Focus on the narrative structure and techniques -- the detective genre? gripping, 



exciting? cinematic? (Robert Louis Stevenson?) 



Character of Mlle. de Scudery -- stock romantic female character? 




Fascination with the occult: evil and jewelry . 



Cardillac -- light and dark; Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. -- the position, dilemma, of the artist. 

The Sandman 


Narrative structure (cf. Werther); tone -- is it consistent? 


Klara as a character (cf. Lotte in Werther) 


Fascination with macabre/occult; focus on the image of the eyes; the figure and the image of the magician. 


Interpretation of the story -- obviously the increasing insanity of Nathaniel. Question is 1) was Coppelius a real figure? 

or 2) is the whole episode in Nathaniel's imagination? 

The Entail 


The narrative structure: why have such a long "interlude?" What is the story's genre: detective? ghost story? Any 

remnant of the macabre? Straighten out the genealogy. (cf. Edgar Allen Poe's "Fall of the House of Usher"). 



Descriptions of setting as vivid? -- forest, ruins, cold, night, wolves, Baltic? 




The main characters 



evil -- old Roderich (greed) and Daniel (guilt) 





sympathetic characters -- Theodor; especially the lawyer V. ("Uncle") 




 tragic characters -- young Roderich 





    -- especially the consumptive Seraphine; the power and poetry of music! 




Theme -- "dark fate?" the sons must pay for the crimes (greed?) of the fathers? inevitability of the destruction 


of the house? 






or abnormal psychology; projections of guilty consciences? 

