HRS 135 -- Topics for Second Essay

1.
Do you think Hoffmann’s stories provide interesting insights into abnormal psychology?  Obviously you should focus on Cardillac, Nathanael, and Daniel.

2.
Do you think “The Sandman” is a story about the impingement of occult forces on the lives of ordinary humans, or about the disintegration of an adult mind as a result of childhood trauma?  Is the story ambiguous on this issue?

3.
“The Entail” is one of Hoffmann’s richest and most evocative stories.  Construct an interpretation of the story as a moral tale, in which sons and daughters must pay for the crimes of their fathers and guilt drives the family to destruction (the whole process symbolized by the crumbling of the castle).

4.
Contrast and compare Hoffmann’s “The Entail” and Edgar Allan Poe’s “Fall of the House of Usher.”  Focus on some of the details (characters, setting, the castle, etc.), but also on theme and meaning.  Which is more pessimistic?

5.
Considering at least three Romantic heroines we have encountered (Charlotte, Mlle. De Scudery, Klara, Seraphine, Madeleine), discuss whether feminine characters in stories of the Romantic Era tend to be portrayed superficially as ideals solely designed to inspire the male protagonists. 

6.
In Eugene Onegin compare the sisters Tatyana and Olga.  Focus on Tatyana.  Is she a highly sympathetic character, a tragic and noble soul who evokes great sympathy and compassion from the modern reader?

7.  
Is the narrator of Eugene Onegin essentially the same personality as Eugene?  In what ways are they similar and different?  Is he basically an older and wiser Eugene?

8.  
What is the message, the point, of Pushkin’s Eugene Onegin?  Does fate rule all?  “There are no second chances?”  Are we humans condemned to lives of unhappiness, frustration and unfulfillment?

9.
How do you, the modern reader, react to the character of Eugene in Pushkin’s Eugene Onegin?  Is he irritating, egotistical, self-indulgent, taking himself too seriously?  Can you sympathize with his Weltschmerz, his sense of live having passed him by?  How do you react to his rejection of Tatyana?

10.  
Commentators have pointed out both the Romantic and realist aspects of Eugene Onegin.  Do you think it is a Romantic work of art?

