HRS 166 – Possible Questions for Essay #1

1.
Virginia Woolf’s short story, “Moments of Being” is clearly modernist in style, but it has a clear content and theme.  What is the main development occurring in the story?  What actually happens?  What is different by the end of the story?

2.
Write an analytical essay indicating the different ways that three Post-Impressionists Van Gogh, Gauguin and Cézanne break with the canons of western art?  What were these canons?  What do the artists have in common and how do they differ?  Include some reproductions of paintings; support your ideas with some analyses of them.

3.
Comment on the following assertion: “The theme of The Death of Ivan Ilyich is that sickness and suffering are a purifying experience that can lead you to a realization that your previous life was false.”  Base yourself on the text of the story.

4.
Leo Tolstoy is clearly hostile to the westernized culture of the middle classes in late 19th century Russia.  By a close analysis of the text, indicate what were his main criticisms of  bourgeois social values.  (Is he unfair?)

5.
What does Tolstoy mean when he has Ivan Ilyich say “Death is over.  There is no more death” at the end of The Death of Ivan Ilyich?  What exactly has the protagonist gained as a result of his sickness and suffering?

6.
Do you agree with some critics that Oscar Wilde’s play “Salome” is not intrinsically dramatic, but is essentially a poetic text indicating some of the extreme sensibilities of “decadent” artists at the turn of the century?

7.
What is the key to understanding the character of Salome in Oscar Wilde’s play and Richard Strauss’ opera?  Is she an impressionable teenager?  A moral monster?  Is she insane?

