Study Ideas – Adaptation of E.M. Forster, Room With a View
Has the screenplay been abbreviated compared to the novel?  Have scenes been cut?  Have characters been omitted?  Have scenes been added – e.g., do Cecil and Freddy swim nude in the novel?

Does the screenplay use the dialogue of the novel?

What happens to the references and comparisons to Greek and Roman mythology used in the novel?

What role does Fate (coincidence?) play in the novel and the film?

Does the screenplay maintain the same message or theme as the novel, i.e. a satire on the deficiencies of English Edwardian society?  What does Italy represent in the novel and the screenplay?  Do English tourists take true advantage of their presence in Italy?

The movie adds music to the soundtrack: mainly music from Puccini’s operas (“O mio bambino caro”); also Beethoven’s piano music.  Does this add to the emotional impact of the work?

Are the characters much changed?  Is Cecil as fussy and priggish in the novel as he is on screen?  Is Charlotte more aware in the movie of her differences with English society than she is in the novel?  Do you think the film focuses more on the character of George – how he too is redeemed by love-- whereas in the film he is mainly an object of romance?
Is the screenplay more melodramatic and less subtle than the novel?  For example, Lucy speaks with Charlotte before breaking off her engagement.  What happens in the novel?   Does the film present us with a surprise at the end that the novel lacks?

Would you say the film is a successful adaptation of the novel?  Is it faithful, loose or literal adaptation?

Which do you prefer?
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