Essay Questions for Feng Menglong, Stories From a Ming Collection.  Write an essay on one of the three following questions.

1. 
Discuss how the three assigned stories in the Feng Menglong collection illustrate ancient Chinese values such as duty ("The Journey of the Corpse"), ethical behavior ("The Canary Murders"), and morality ("The Pearl-sewn Shirt"). 

2. 
"The Pearl-Sewn Shirt" might be described as a  romantic tale.  Explain


how this story also serves a didactic purpose for its readers, that is,


how does it provides lessons in morality?  Do you find the ending consistent


with the "teaching purpose" of the story?
    

3.
"The Journey of the Corpse" illustrates aspects of ancient Chinese

     
bureaucracy, mobility in Chinese society, and duty.  Discuss these

     
concepts as they are presented in the story.  Does this tale reflect

     
Confucianist values? 

