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208 LIBERALISM AND ITS CONTEXTS

a world of apparent confusion and flux - a kind of certainty which
was simply no longer possible. the movement was part of a general
resistance to social change. This was particularly evident in fundamen-
talism's commitment to legalistic views of personal morality (mostly
of the nineteenth-century pattern) and its h~ostility to th~'~~ospel."
The fundamentalists' bitter op osition to the ¥ederal ~ouncll of
Churches (and subsequent y to t e atlona ounci 0 urc -es) v

was tocuseo as much on ~vLi(11 (1:; VII Lilt: [tieological lioeratism-of
those organizations. And the extreme social conservatism was often
paralleled by a sus~ciQ!1 o~qQq~ ~ducation because of Its "scie~
sceptical, and secular influences." Here, too, was an attempt to hold
onto [tie fumili(1r, [tie simple and safe patterns, in the face of new
and bewildering problems which the old patterns were not designed
to meet.

Insofar as fundamentalism is committed to this sort of program, it
i~ hard to see how the movement can claim the allegiance of thoughtful
persons. In the post-World War II period, however, there emerged
important signs that in some quarters the fundamentalist position
was being modified - by reinterpretations of biblical infallibility, by
a more liberal social outlook, and by a more ecumenical attitude (see
Ch. XIV).
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