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SINGIN® IN THE RAIN

Released: 1952

Production: Arthur Freed for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer

Direction: Gene Kelly and Stanley Donen

Screenplay: Adolph Green and Betty Comden; suggested by the song of the
same name by Arthur Freed and Nacio Herh Brown

Cinematography: Harold Rosson

Editing: Adrnienne Fazan

Choreography: Gene Kelly and Stanley Donen

Music direction: Lennie Hayton

Music: Arthur Freed and Nacio Herb Brown

Running time: 102 minutes

Principal characters:

Don Lockwood & i Gene Kelly
Cosmo Brown ... ..o, Donald O°'Connor
Kathy Selden ..iciciioinincssiisasmai Debbie Reynolds
Lina Lamont ....ccooiecinmamnas.acJein Hagen
R B SUDE00 v isvsreissssissarnkonsss Millard Mitchell
DANCET .ivvriinvnsvs —— o .... Cyd Charisse

Often called Hollywood's most enjoyable musical, Singin' in the Rain is
also one of the most optimistic and charming. Its appeal is due largely to its
glossy, colorful look and its humorous view of a Hollywood in transition from
silents to talkies. It was produced by the Freed Unit, which was responsible
for M-G-M's best musicals of the 1940% and 1950%, such as Meet Me in St
Lonas (1944), An American in FParis (1951), and The Band Wagon (1953)
Arthur Freed, head of the unit, was a former lyricist who had written many
songs with Nacio Herb Brown and had become a producer at M-G-M in the
late 1930's. He asked scriptwriters Betty Comden and Adolph Green to write
a script that would use songs he had written with Brown. Realizming that most
of the songs had been composed during the early sound phase of films, 1927-
1931, they were inspired to set their story during this period, a time they both
knew and loved.

The film opens with an exciting 1927 premiere at Grauman's Chinese The-
atre in Hollywood of the latest film of Don Lockwood (Gene Kelly) and Lina
Lamont (Jean Hagen). When Don and Lina arrive at the premiere, a famous
gossip columnist, supposedly modeled on Louella Parsons, asks Don to com-
ment on his success. Wearing a white polo coat and a white felt hat, Don
recounts with a toothy grin his version of his rnise to stardom as we see on the
screen what actually happened. He assures his fans that he was educated at
the finest schools; but we see him tap dancing in pool halls; he claims he
received his musical training at a Conservatory, but we see him performing
in 4 burlesque house with his frend, Cosmo Brown (Donald O'Connor),
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Lina has always encouraged him, he says. but we see her snubbing him until
his stunt work attracts the attention of the director and he becomes her costar.
Significantly, Don does all the talking for the pair. and later we learn why.
Lina’s speaking voice is shrill and her accent uncouth, a handicap that de-
stroyed the careers of many stars when talkies arnved.

On his way to a party after the film’s premiere, Don is attacked by autograph
seekers and is forced to escape by jumping into a car driven by Kathy Selden
(Debbie Reynoids), an aspiring actress. She discourages Don’s advances by
saying she has not seen his films and does not think silent film stars really
act. At the party, which is given by R, E Simpson (Millard Mitchell), the
head of the studio, there are two surprises for Don. First, Simpson shows a
short demonstration of a talking picture. The guests are surprised, but they
refuse to take it seriously, Then a huge cake is rolled into the room and out
of it pops Kathy Selden, who is soon joined by a group of chorus pirls
performing the song "All I Do Is Dream of You.” Don teases Kathy untl
finally, stung by his gibes, she throws a cake at him, but misses and hits Lina
instead. Flustered, Kathy runs away although Don tries to stop her.

Sound pictures become more than a joke for a party when Warner Bros.
makes a full-length sound picture, The Jazz Singer, and it becomes a huge
success. Simpson stops the production of Don and Lina's current film, The
Dueling Cavalier, in order to convert it to a sound film. Worried about Kathy
Selden, whom he has not seen since the party, and worried about the impact
of sound on his career, Don goes to the studio with his friend Cosmo. As
they walk by movie sets, we catch glimpses of films in various stages of
production—Westerns, comedies, costume dramas—all existing side by side
in the same building, This brief look at the world of silent films and how they
were made adds much to the charm of Singin' in the Rain. To cheer Don up,
Cosmo does a cheerful, wacky song “Make '"Em Laugh,” in which, among
other antics, he falls down, runs into a brick wall, and falls off a couch

Mext, a montage of excerpts from musicals currently in production at the
studio leads into a musical fashion show. This number serves as an excuse for
a colorful display of 1920's fashions, and closes with an overhead shot of the
chorus girls surrounding the male commentator in a kaleidoscopic pattern in
the manner of Busby Berkeley. When Cosmo points out to Don that one of

* the girls in the show is Kathy Selden, he is delighted. After getting her a

minor film role, Don then wins her love by singing 1o her *“You Were Meant
for Me,” using a wind machine and dramatic lighting to create a romantic
atmosphere on an empty sound stage.

By now everyone at the studio is taking diction lessons, including Don and
Lina. Lina is not coping well with sound, but Don and Cosmo prove how
well they have mastered their lessons by doing a novelty number for their
diction coach, “Moses Supposes.”

The production of The Dueling Cavalier as a sound flm provides some
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