Sr. Wendy, “Revolution”
18th Century – pastoral idyll for the privileged few; until swept away by the Revolution.

Britain – home of the squirearchy eager to show off its wealth and status.


Joshua Reynolds paints official portraits.


George Stubbs paints their horses.

Thomas Gainsborough, “Mr. And Mrs. Andrews” – focus on landscape and darkening 


clouds; “not a marriage made in heaven;” realist psychological observation.

Paris 1750


Rococo – era of pleasure, light, delight, enchanting love, fantasy and imagination.


Watteau, “Embarcation from Cythera” – melancholy of knowing that love does not last 


forever.


Chardin, “House of Cards” – moralizing: How do you waste your time?  How long will 


the Old Regime last?

French Revolution


Jacques-Louis David, “brought revolutionary zeal into art,” signed death warrants.



“Death of Marat” – hagiographic; pathos of the political leader cut down in his 



prime; style is classical simplicity.


Ingres – David’s pupil: a great classical painter; Wendy is particularly fond.



“Bather” -- elegant and powerful; sculpturesque; clarity of line; the female back!

Back to Britain: the much beloved Constable, who records the traditional English countryside.


More modern is Turner, who is fascinated with the lurid power and romance of the 


modern; railroads.


“The Fighting Téméraire” – filled with elemental forces including nostalgia for the past, 


but again the power of the modern set off by the lurid sunset.

The Romantics – imagination, power of nature, deep feeling.


The French – Delacroix and Géricault.


Goya – “the greatest romantic of the age”



“Charles IV and the Royal Family” – obsession with telling the truth and with the 



bizarre/unusual; family consoled by their brilliant clothing!



“Black Paintings” that he painted on the walls; protest against the stupidity and 



cruelty of human beings; style very expressionistic.

