Bird House project:

Intermediate Drawing.

Chapters 11 and 12 in Drawing from Observation by Brian Curtis review the use of ellipses and cross-contour drawing to create volumetric form in space. I would like you to work along similar lines in your out of class drawings.

By "similar lines" I mean establishing spherical and cylindrical volumes. Use them to create an image from your imagination. These drawing should be at least 18x 24 and may be executed in a medium of your choice. Just as I suggested earlier that you work in pencil lightly and then reinforce your drawing with something darker, I am going to suggest an unusual working method. (But you can devise your own.)

Try plotting the path of contours and cross-contours rather carefully using a dotted line in pencil.  Reinforce that drawing with grease pencil or China Marker. Push that even further by smearing it with an eraser. This works well on slick papers like index and Bristol. If you erase long enough the China marker can begin to erase, but the first impact is smearing and darkening. Use the darkness as a foreground, or forward-moving device.

Goals:

Describe a profound and clearly understood volume. And, establish the position of the viewer as higher (or lower) than the subject.

Invent something as if seen from a point of view.

Use the whole page as a composition.

Be prepared to discuss: 

Perspective, 

                                    Contour and cross-contour drawing,

                                    Volume or mass,

                                    Overlapping forms,

                                    Clarity of space

                                    Ideas within whatever you drew.

Possible subjects:

The text provides images of birdhouses in one chapter and dinosaurs and pumpkins in the other. I think this can be done with more graceful subjects. Tubes can be bent into knots. Silverware, clothing, even faces or bodies can be developed using the same methods. Your drawing should be clear enough that a friend who is competent at modeling clay could build a likeness of what you've drawn.

Keep in mind that ideas count.

