History of North America Project

For the next several weeks we will work on the History of North America Project.  This project has a group component and an individual component.

I. Group Project: a chunk will be due each week
Each week we will work on a set of data to interpret the sedimentary facies, tectonic facies, and plate setting.  Here are all the pieces:

A.  Proterozoic to Ordovician: Southern California


Proterozoic to Cambrian: Grand Canyon


Cambrian to Ordovocian: Mid-West (Craton)

B.  Unraveling Proterozoic to Early Paleozoic History in Virginia

C.  Middle to Late Paleozoic, Virginia

For each of the pieces listed above, your group will hand in:

· One chart with the interpretations filled in

· The “Once Upon a Time” story completed, with words and pictures.

Everyone in the group should make sure you have your own copy of everything that is turned in.

II.  Individual Project: due at the final exam
As we go through the history of North America, each member of the class will complete the chart you are given called North American History

For each chunk of geologic time, you will describe what is happening in each of the three regions of the continent: Western Cordillera, Craton, Appalachians.

Your description should NOT just be a phrase.  It should be at least a sentence or two that describes the events with a short explanation of how we know that’s what was happening.

