Home Earthquake Safety Checklist

Structural Safety:

My house (apartment building) was built in ________________.

The structure is made of ________________________________.

Does it have any brick?  Is the brick reinforced? _______________________

If it is an older structure, has it been retrofitted with:


____Bolted to foundation


​____Shear walls


____Porches tied into framing of house

Home readiness:

____Water heater strapped to wall

____Gas wrench available near gas valve

____Bookcases tied to wall

____Latches on cabinets

____All heavy things on lower shelves

____Main water cutoff valve located

____All flammable liquids stored outside the house

Personal readiness:

____Food (with can opener)

____Battery-powered (or crank) radio 

____Fire extinguisher

____First aid kit

____Flashlight

____Extra cash

____Out-of-state contact

____Pet restraint and emergency kit

____Emergency plan prepared

____Emergency drill in past 6 months

____50 gals. of water (strapped water heater counts)

