Mount Rainier Analysis

Your geologic consulting company has been hired by Widget International, an Internet supplier of widgets.  Your task is to evaluate three possible sites for their new warehouse and Internet service center.  The owner wants to locate near Seattle because he has a passion for coffee, but has heard that this region is close to Mt. Rainier, an active volcano.  The company needs to find a location that is:

• close to major transportation corridors

• near areas that would be attractive to potential employees (residential, near recreational areas, not too expensive)

• in an area of relatively low volcanic hazard.

Three sites are under review:

•
Puyallup is in the Tacoma urban area.  It’s near I-5, but far away from the recreation areas of the mountains east of Tacoma, and has terrible traffic problems.

•
Packwood is nestled against Mt. Rainier.  It’s scenic with inexpensive housing, but is far from major transportation centers.

•
Enumclaw is on the plains below the mountains.  It sits on a major road with access to the SeaTac urban area.

Using the data provided, prepare a report on the feasibility of each of the three sites.  For each site, be sure to include:

· a description of the volcanic hazards likely to occur there.

· an evaluation of how severe the hazard is likely to be

· an assessment of how well the site meets all three of the company’s needs.

Be sure to include a recommendation of which site you believe the company should choose. 

