Planning Worksheet:  Analyzing Features of Text Complexity for Instruction and Assessment 

(adapted from Buehl, 2011 & Hess, 2011)

Text or Text Passage:






Genre:

Lexile or Level:   ______________

	Factors That Influence Text Complexity
	Characteristics/demands of this Text
	Activities/strategies/ instructional supports to address demands

	Text Relationships

(reader’s ability to make inferences, background knowledge demands/degree of familiarity with content required, multiple perspectives, embedded citations)

	
	

	Text Structure:  External

(format and layout of text:  to what degree does the text layout support comprehension?   e.g., bold key words, visuals, inserted definitions, signposts, etc.)


	
	

	Text Structure:  Internal

(sequence, description, definition, compare/contrast,  cause/effect, etc.)


	
	

	Vocabulary Density

(word length, word frequency, Tier 2 words, Tier 3 words, potential levels of meaning-simple, multiple, explicit, implicit)
	
	

	Writing Style/Language Features

(sentence structure, length, transitions, grammar, conventions, tone/discourse style, word choice)
	
	

	Author’s Purpose

(explicit/implicit, sophistication or complexity of themes or ideas)
	
	


