Thinking About Patterns in the Planets

Compare the pictures of the Moon and Mars.  Use the chart below to organize your thinking:

	How Mars and the Moon are similar
	How Mars and the Moon are different from each other

	
	


Now compare the Earth with the other planets

	How the Earth is like Mars and the Moon
	How the Earth is different from Mars and the Moon

	
	


Now let’s look at the patterns on Earth in a bit more detail.

	Feature on Earth
	Describe the pattern of this Earth feature.

	Describe the size and shape of the ocean basins.  Are they small?  Large?  Many?  Few?


	

	Where are the highest and lowest places of ocean floor?  Are the mountains scattered all over?  In organized patterns?  


	

	Describe the size and shape of the continents.  Are they large?  Small?  Many?  Few?


	

	Look at the continents. Describe the pattern of mountains and plains.  Are the mountains scattered all over?  In organized patterns?  Where on the continents do you find mountains?  Where do you find plains?


	


