The brave new coalition of
Protestants and Catolics in
Northern Ireland is already
under strain. The truth is,
JOHN WHALE argues, this is
inevitable; in the last twe
years British policy in lrefand
has undergone a profound
change of heart which is
‘not yet understood.

Thirteen crosses mpri the dead of Bloody Sunday in January, 1972~a v atershed in British thinking about Ireland

THE PIVOTAL POINT in the whole
Jlong course of British dealings
“with Ireland can be seen it: retro-

spect 1o have been the ‘ast ten

days in January, two years ago.

In Brussels, on January 22, 1972,

Edward Heath and Jack ynehe—

Prime Ministers -of the United

Kingdom and of 1reland- -signed

their two countries into 1iember-

ship of the Kuropean Con murnity.
in Derry, on January 30. 1472, dur-

ing disturbances which fol'owed a
banned civil-rights marel, para-

troopers of a British regim :nt shot

13 Northern Irish civiliens dead.
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could only cause more ana more
deaths, more and more resistance.
Bloody Sunday itself came just after
the Brussels signing had shown
that the basically military -con-
siderations which had governed the
British presence in Ireland from
the teginning were now anyway
out of date: Britaim, Irelang and
the ancient European enemies who
might have used Irish soil against
Britain were unow certified to be
all on the same side.

¥ vou re-read Anglo-Irish history
by the light of recent events, one
fact leaps to eye. For eight cen-
turies, England’s view of Ireland
was &« coldly strategic one. The
Englith were in Treland to keep it
from Zuziling to the euemies of the
English state—enemies sometimes
inside Erglard, bat mostly outside.
It was, not until the middle 19605
that the nature of war had changed
enodgh to make that preoceupation
fouk as old-fashioned as it was un-
prineisles

—

oo angfer



HENRY II, the man who had Arch- Henry VIII reasserti neli
a1k \ . ry , reasserting English
bisho ) B?cket rflurdere(}i was the snfluence after more than %hreegcen- continued is polic through the
rsIt lngd }sh n:her_, & gff,gﬁqops turies during which its area had first (a;}nd uwasuccesstul) plantationy
it oy i ond the poténtdl nemy  shrunk to a Pale round Dublin, of English colonists, Elizabeth T,
; z:\r in mind, . in 1171, was his got himself proclaimed (in:1841) her halfsister, fought a ninemyear
own Norman barons. He wanted Ling of Ireland * The Tudor War against Hugh O'Neill—The
%o inake sure thgtxﬁh_ey did not use monarchy,” writes Professor J. ¢, O'Neill, a great Ulster noble—
Ureland to establish rival printipali-  Beckett,  “could not for ever during which he had the help of
ties in, The sheevx_- size of his army  tolerate the -existence of a helf- 4 Spanish fleet. James I was on the
was enough }o win a titular lord- | -subdued dependency which, if not throne- before the Irish com.
.Sl‘hlp of Ireland for the English ' dontrolled by England, might soon manders lost the war and (in 1607)
¢rown. - "¥e controlled by England’s con- left the country: he put English
~tinenta! enemies™ and Scottist. settlers on their land

Mary’ Henry’s elder daug'hter’ to Sgcure If(‘lland‘ng‘ajnst Spain in

; O o particular, and severa] hundred

were well established before he-

was engaged in a new Spanish
WAr, - '

Cromwell, the Englishman best

remembered in Ireland, went there

e

t

Eiizabeth 1. 1603. Completed the Tudor James 1. 1607. Put Cromwell. 1649. Went
coaquest of Ireland begun by her father, English and Scottish  to ireland afer

Heary YIti {ig & tradition established by Henry  setblers in Ulster asa  Chiarles I's execution fo
I1). The chief aim was fo holt England's hack  garrison: Spain was root out Royalist

dyor against sea-horne foreign enemies— still an intermitent rebels agdinst the
France, the"Netherlands, and especially Spalax -enemy of England Commonwealth .

: . ’ ‘ i 7 % lﬁ,ﬁaﬁ% 1 B :

William 11, 1630, it the Younger. 1600, Asquith, Y9Y6. Hed Lloyd George, 1921, Churcrt 10es ~ relan
Defeatfsd James U, who Broug#g%aa rebelfions - Bublin’s Faster Rising Unzjer the greaiy which f,g:,r:;%e'rmn S_slf:a,tﬁ: s”:: Psigrzh%r%!re':’and
was using French help  frelapd mﬁga!iy'undeea‘ during the First World  treed the South, kep} Viar, and bitterly limented the f cfnth ’or
in irejand fatyto ;v‘?ha ﬁ{msfg I’arlfamenﬁ Var sternly put down:  maval rights for Brita:n Chm'nbe‘r!ain——as ;1'1 act of ene:(fm ahd

© recover the fnggﬁsh’ foseture itduring @ i had received help- in the Republic's twe tately given up Bri‘ain’s ri gt f th'} ? y
tasoe he had fost Frepeh angal war from Germany ., Atlaic poris ports in the South e »;:n "
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in Y630 partly on an aWfiTatholic
crusade: the island had heenjjlitfle
touched by the.Reformation. .But
his chief motive was to der;y beaten
Royalists amustering-point. Charles
I had just been executed: a week
before that, the future Charles Il
had been Invited to Ireland to
gather together his cousiderable
support there. It may have been
because Cromwell lost his temper,
as Lady Antonia Fraser suggests
in her new book about him, that
he allowed his troops to kill
between 2,000 and 4,000 people in
Drogheda. But Drogheda was a
Royalist-held fortress which com-
manced the approaches to the
- troublesome Nogth; and {0 make a
prize and an example of the town
at the outset of the campazgn made
brutal strategic sense.

Cromwell’s method of holding
territory thus subdued was to clear
out all those landlords who were
not provenly pro-Commonwealth
(" Let them go to hell--or to Con-
naught,” he Is supposed to have
said) and to replace them with new
ones., Many of these setrlers had

been officers in the Commbnwealth -

armies: all were Protestants,
From then on, Protestants of
English and Scottish origin were
a permanent force in Ireland. They
made up the buik of the landown-
ing and ruling class; and it was
successive administ¥ations in Lon-
don which had put them there, out
of straightforward militiry self-
interest. As guaranfors of salety
to the régime in England, they had
a special title o rits protzetion in
return. ‘The. eséentiil difference
between Catholic and Protestant
~was therefore notone of doctrine
| (though in the atmssphere of the
early seventeenth -century that
could not be unimportani, and it
has kept some intportance to this
day): it was the difference between
native  dispossessed and alien

POSSessors.
William of Orange confirmed the
Protestant supremacy whsau he

defeated his Catholic-father-in-law
James Il af the Battle of the Boyne,
near Drogheda, in.1690; and he bas
his picture on gable-ends in the
Protestant slums of Belfast still,
to prove it. ‘‘hat campaign also
neatly demonstrated the hostile
purposes to which Ireland wight be
put if it were not thus garrisoned
Janes, with the help of Louis XIV
of- France, was seeking to use

Tretand as 4 base for the recovery

of the crown which he bad already
Tost to Willlam in Fngland, The
Boyne put paid to the attempt

France was .the enemy. which

stimulated the iext mwajor change:
in Ireland. By the 1800 Act of”

Union the whole couniry. was
absorbed into the United Kingdom
and the subordinatg -Irish parlia
ment abolished. A brief rebellion
i 1798, against:the disabilities
which Irish Catholics suffered
under penal legislation, had been
inspired by the French Revolution;
and now that the Revolution had
turned  militarily ~ expansionist,
Ireland could not be left unsecured.
£Britsin and France were at war: a
.Frantp-Spanish fleet was stationed
2 .off Brest, '

* “Union was a failure in bolh

Gountries. In Ireland it produced
administration which was remote
and (especially at the time of the
famine in the 1840s) cruel in
England it ciogged, government by
bringing able and obstructive Irish
parlimentarians to  Westminster.
The Liberals under . Gladstone
(“ My mission is to pacify Irel‘an@,_”
he said in 1868) proposed Irisa
home. rule. the Conservatives
fought it by fair means and foul
fsr half a century, confident in
their own imperial mission und
making full use of the sirategic
argument. )

Germany, this time, proved their
point. During the First World War
the Irish Repullican: Brotherhood,
flag-carriers ¢f  natfonalism, mam-
tained that the cauise of Irish
Liberty would be best-served by a
German victory, and the Germans
were just sufficiently interested, at
the time of the Dublin rising of
Faster 1916, to send a small ship-
load of arms and a submarine
carrying Roger Casement &nc a

To such tyranny
liad they come

rubber dinghy. The arms vessel,
intercepted by the Royal Navy,
biew itself up in Cobh harbour.
Causement {(Ulsterman, foncer
British consular official and the
IRB’s envoy in Germany) fell out
of the dinghy and stumbled ashore
to be picked up by two Irish police-
men, The rising itself lasted a
week., The whole tragic farce, even
set against the thousands of Catho-
tie frishmen who fought with the
Britishi anny, was  heverthe ess
enough to re-emphasise luridly the
duneers of a disloval Ireland

THe effec: was two-fold. Caught
at 4 mervous stdge.of the war
against, Germany, the Asquith
Governmen', felt obliged to have 15
of the Dublin ‘insurgents shot.
They were picked out unsystemati-
cally over several days; and their
martyrdom turned the IRB into an
army, a national movement capable
of sustaining a fight against the
British forcas of order (chiefly the
irregular Biack-and-Tans) for two-
and-a-half years after the war was
gver. By contrast, the loval Pro-
testants in the North looked even
more precious than before; and
the British Government grew pre-

' pared to see Ireland divided rather

than lese them altogether.

That ides, partition, was the one
finally adopted by the Lloyd
George Coalition in the. Govern
ment of Ireland Act in December
1920, and ratifieg in the Treaty
talks with 1he Refpublican Jeaders 2
year later. The United Kingdom:
was to keep the north-eastern
comggg'of the island, where the
Protestants predominated: the rest
of it was to go free,

" " The kmnitations on that freedom,

although the new Republic fought
a civil war about them, were all
peacefully removed within 30 years.
The abiding problem about parti-
tion proved to be the actual line of
the border. . The Act drew if, tem-
porarily, where it runs still. The
Treaty proposed a boundary com-
mission to fix it definitely; and the
South’s negotiators were confident
that the c¢>mmission would give
them two whole Ulster counties—
Fermanagh and Tyrene-—and parts
of three more. But first the new
adininistration in the North refused
to make an appointment to the
commission, dnd then the views of
the British-appointed chairman (a
South African judge) proved so
conservative that the South’s man
withdrew #30. The border stayed
unchanged.

So the P-otestants were left not
with a four-county area where
Catholics wouid be so few as to be
unthreateri.ng, nor yet with a nine-
county area (the old province of
Ulster) where Catholics would be
numerous enough to provide a nor-
mal opposition and perhaps even a
government, but with a six-county
stake-out which was the largest the
Protestants feit they coubd hold.
It was what their leaders in the
Urionist Party wanted; but their
majoritv overall was not impreg--
nable, and in places it was non-
existent.



To maintain control, in con-

sequence, the g, jt necessary
10 ~gBFryIa exg'quﬁg ral  boun
daries wittin the nrew province, amil
to counteract the slightly higher
Catholic  birthrate by showing
Catholies good reason to emigrate,
This took the form of police bully-
ing, backed by special legislative
powers, and of making it more

than ordinarily difficalt for Catho-

lics to get jobs or public housing.
It was the eight‘eenth—cent}xry
system of, *penal ‘laws against
Catholics even less pardonably
renewed. <

Successive’ British’ Governments
looked the other way; and it was
not lgng . before the underlying
reasons for their tolerance were
sharply reinforced. The 1921
Treaty had kept rights for British
forces in certain Southern ports—
Berehaven and Cobh. In 1938 the
Chamberiain Government re-
nounced those rights; and through-
out the Second” World War de
Valera’s studied neutrality made
sure that the renunciation was
effective. Many British merchant
ships were lost in’ the western
approaches-to Britain because the
Royal Navy lacked bases from
which to fight the U-boat war.

The virtue of the North stood
out the more strikingly. Convoys
of shipping were marshalied In
Belfast Lough. The - Royal Air
Force gave them cover over the
Atlantic from Northern Ireland.
airfields. In 1943 Churchill wrote:
-to J. M. Andrews, then giving way
as Prime Minister of Ulster to
Basil Brooke: * But for the loyaltly
of Northern Ireland and its devo-
tion to what has now become the
cause of 30 governmentg'or nations,
we should have been confronted
with slavery and death, and the
light which now shines so strongly
throughout the world would have
been quenched.”

Brooke—-later the,6 first Loed
Brookeborough—had = for f{ifteen
years been chairman of Fermanagh
County Council, a body which was
the admiration of Protestant Ulster
for the way it ran its affairs. Its
cunningly-drawn electoral bound-
arles converted a slender Catholic
majority in the county as a whole
into a steady two-to-one Pro-
testant majority . in the council
.chamber; and that majority was
used to give Protestanis an advan-
tage of more than two {5 one in
public housing, and more than
eight to one in public jobs. The

arrangement persisteq welf into the
1960s.  According to a calculation
made in 1969, out of 370 posts with
Fermapagh County Council no
fewer than 332, including all she
top~ ones, were filled at that time
by Protestants. To such mean
tyranny had these upholders of the
light of freedom come,.

HISTORICALLY, the
created by oppressive setter
régimes have for the most part
been resolved either by the tolal
victory of the settlers, as in the
United States, or {more often) by
their departure, as in the former
Belgian Congo.~ By 1962 even the
Algerian pieds wnoirs, the most
limpetlike colonists of modern
times, were on the hoats home.
But in Northern Ireland nothing
changed. The need to defend
Britain remained paramount. 1962
was also the year when a Russian
missile threat to the United Stutes
was held to be infinitely more
dangerous from Cuba than if it had
come from mainland Russia. Off-
shore .islands. were still a high
security risk, - Then again, there
was no pressure for change from
Northern, freland: Catholics. 1In
1062 the IRA abandoned a sporadic
border campaign. for lack, confes-
sedly, of popllar support.

Yet ochange came, within a
decade. The world changed. The
gradual advance towards Westarn
European unity meant that Fraace
and Germany (let alone Spain)
became each year less believabie
as countries that might attack
Britain again. The further develop-
ment of the ballistic missile meant
that even if they did--even if Rus-
sia or China did—they would
scarcely need to go round by way
of Ireland.:. (The Russian infer-
continental systern was largely in
place by the end of 1965.)

The world- changed in anothar
way, too. The "whole mnotion
of equality of opportunity, of the
right of every human being to cer-
tain minimum benefits, had a new
airing.  In Northern lreland, ihe
fierce teaction to that idea pro-
duced in time a counter-reaction;
the IRA Provisionals.

Influenced by the ferment of the
Kennedy presidency in the United
States, the mowement for Catholic
civit rights began in Northern
Ireland in 1963, A Dunpanron
doctor’s wife pressed the Joeal
council op Cautholic housing.  She
had some” $ifccess. - At the sane
time Terence O'Neill, the new
Prime Minister, set out on a puth
of guarded acknowledgment thas
Catholies "t the North and tre
Cathotic state in the South did ar
anv rate exist .

problems .

To both trends the reaction of
many sterr-minded Protestants was
disproportionately  and self-
destroyingly violent. They foresaw
the loss pf the separate and un-
equal statyy fostered by Britain for
350 years.. Egged -on by the men
who lead them still, Ian Paisley and
William Craig, they identified the
:Civil Rights Assoclation with-the
TRA. They were wrong at the time
(the atthority is the 1969 Cameron
Report); but they made their
identifiéaticn come true.

Catholic civil rights marches in
‘the winter of 1968-63 werc met
with physical assault by Protest-
ants, not leist those in the ranks
of the regular and auxiliary police
forces. The worst incidents were
at Derry and Burntollet. Angrier
pretests brought fiercer sufpprcs-
sion. By August 1969, after a
Northern Ir:land general election
and a change of prime minister had
-settled nothing, fighting between
‘the two cornmunitics had passed
‘well beyond police control. British
‘troops stationed outside Derry and
"Belfast rhoved in to keep them
from eidch oher’s throats.

.. A parcel b reforms purporting
ta free Catholics from discrimina-
%iou, and competently fmposed on
& bewildered Ulster Cabinet by
Jdmes CaMaghan as the Wilson
Govpmngam:'s Home Secretary, left
‘the ' cemiral: stproblem _untouched:

at in ‘s ‘state designed -- but
Surmsily designed—as an. enclave
isoned by Protestarts for the
tish,” Irish” Catholics could have
:W0.'sense of valued participation,
'MW object for their ptide or loyalty
jas'gitizens, Now: they had a further
thurdem:. the “presence of a large

W§ army in their gtreets.

B uiters were bound to he
0 thelic areas than Pro-
: w‘;ﬂw Protestants were their
4riemly, and needed little watching.
mgmy i8 not a police force,
Bor. ey Wohg 8s Labour stayed in
power,” n#tural military zeal in
Wﬂ%&@cmes and: controlling
Figters was thecked and held back.
m v &u@nsmve,gxgx’%ﬁm‘, back in
ored” after June , was to let
1hei Army..get on with the job in
$ta owngway,’ The hood came off

Jhe fadeony. . .
i, Other, :persuasions  had " their
gw?’tg 11 In the resurgence of armed
gepu sm  {including  money
'ggld by the lgoveming party in the
outh as an inducement to activists
;&(J) confing . their activities to the
North); but it was at bottom as a
response .to the Army’s altered
methods—' an animal - reaction,”
pne Belfast Catholic MP calied it—
thai the old 1RA spawned its mili-
tant offspring, the Provisionals,



The fact was that' policy could
8t last be governed by ‘cocgsidera-

"« Hons . of qrdtnariyh falrness, The
e

Protestants were problem, and
- it was in orlgin Britain’s fault that
they were there. But the present
" generation of Protestanis could not
elw{)' being there, and to pretend
" that they were nol there—althoy
It had beeh the myopic treatment
which they had themselves meted
‘out tg Catho!ic?—\vould only shift
the burden of " unfairhess to |
diﬁergnt set of shoulders, ™. , -

. The same. truth »'be%,'an,to e

erceived - in Dublin. - Famon de

/alera, survivor of 1916 and first
President, knew that lreland -had
had Protestant pairiots, from Tone
to Parnell and Yeats. He neverthe-
less established the Republic as  a
. Catholic nation” He used that
very phrase: he wrote the idea into
hig Constitytion. Stripped down,
the Dublin judgment until 1972
had always been the same as ‘he

* Provisional - judgment: that Pro.

- denying

. tions™o unity there might be 3

‘Church a special:

testants should be prepared to sub-
merge themselves in the Catholic
community—and that they would,
if once British. patronage were
withdrawn, CosT S
But after the ball was over for
Northern Protestants—once they.
had no remaining institytional
3 anﬂeges,fand could therefore no
onger be said to stay separate only
because of them-—it became easier
for the South to concede that Pro-
testants too had civil rights. Of
these the most immediate was the

- right to freedom from terrorist
" attack, Strengthened politically by
"a big win in a referendum on tak-

ing ‘Treland into Europe, Lynch
took the first effective step towards
the  Provisionials their
Sou nern sanctusry., He get up a
special juryless court in Dublin, It
could only try them when caught,
for -the comparatively minor
offences — passession of firearms,
membership of an illegal Urganisa-
tion—which they might commt in
the South; but it did .at loast
remove: them from the tootender

‘mercies of timid provincial
Justices. . . o s
At the end of 1972 Lynth went

further. He held and won another
referendum, which removed from
the de Vaiera Constitution that
artide  which gave . the Roman
position in the
State. It was a first recognition that
among Northern Protestant obgeo

ew
legitimate ones, Helped by a couple’
of stray bombs in Dublin, Lynch
also changed the law to make Provi-
sionals a little easier to convict He

knew, because he¢ observed it in
himself, that Irish people were
cooling towards unification -y
violence, Indeed, they were cooling
towards unity in general.
feared the extra tax demands
which might follow, the Northemn
reputation for hard work, the

ssible damage to the _tourist
industry, the contagion of violence.
. Unfortunately for Lynch, that
anti-ideotoglcal drift had gone fur-
ther than he realised. In February,
1973, he called a (eneral Election.
He hoped to win It on hi§ trouble-
free handling of the Northern prob-
lem. Instead he lost it, to a hastily

lashed-up coalition, on the price of
butter and lamb chops. - S

Britain's
changed fine, began & slow and halting process
of asturing Northern Protestants that the
South ro longer mesnt to swallow them

Jack Lyvch, 1972,

They

“Too profound
- foo blosdy - :..

-It had been a winter of political
exploration. In the North, White-
‘law had been busy seeing whether
thé new  eqipoise between the

“communities would produce a com-

‘mon political thrust. He had held
a conference at Darlington {o draw
‘it forth. “Butl the thrust was not
“there. The irreconcilables on both
sides held it back. - Protestant

“extremists burnt Catholic churches:

Provisiopals “attacked the Army

Syl M, Aty s ~_
MARSRLaN i A T
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"3,
. “a .

with Russian rockets, Protestants
in general votad solidly, in-a March.
1973 referendum, to stay with
Britain: Provisionals planted bombs
the same day in London. In that
atmosphere; Northern politicians
could hardfy be expected to kiss
their opponents on both cheeks and
remain representative, ;
- So the. British Government’s
“final prescription, announced in a
historic White Paper late in March
1973, took, account of those
unplumbed estrangements.  The
‘medicing wad to be a variant of
partition, It was called power-
sharing. Yet power was not {6 be
shared: it was to be divided. Each
side was to have its spheres of
governmen:, its due tally of
:Cabinet jobs: iinance for one side,
,housing for tte other, and so on.

. The Cabinet was to be the
JExecutive of a scaled<down
Assembly.:  Rlections to  .the
“Assembly in June 1973 showed
that this reccgnition of division
.might work, Catholic politiclans
in particular, prouped in the
_Social Democratic and Labour
“Farty, found their guarded support
_for the plan confirmed.. But they
knew that, at any rate in the tor-
mented ,North, "the politics of
aspiration remained more impor-
“tant . than -thy politics of self-
Jnterest, The plan gave Catholics
status.”  Unless it “also offered
them-—more specifically than the
White Paper did—a refuge for
their feelings as Irishmen, there
.would be a residual hunger which
the Provigionals or their successors
would claim to feed. ‘

For months, that crux kept the
Executive from: being formed. The
answer was ir the South: Dublin
would have to be part of any weh
woven to nieet the case. Heath
went 10 Dublin to see the new
Prime Minister there, Liam Cos-
grave. Astonishingly, it was the

_ first  visit bK a British Prime
Minister in office.



-~ The first Britisa souners dost
their liveg.in February 1971, The
cycle .of violence was gathering
pace,  The, Westminster Govem-
,,B{;gt ~allowedivone ' Ulster Primne
Anister (Jamegechid‘)ester-cmrk)
{a fall because he wanted too much
Aty intervention: he was replaced
by a man who wanted more and
got #. i Brian Faulkner's panacea
‘was to ‘have’ republicans jnterned.
Once -interriienmt wifli introduced
in August 1871,.and the affront to
atholics compounded by the cruel
questioning ;.of . certain” prisoners,
wecruitment ! 0 'the Provisionals.
-climbed dizzﬁyx T T
*. It is stil too Barly e ‘makera
- Judgment 8f internment. Indefinite
‘imprisopment without trial was nbt
-much of am addition bo the-Quality.
‘of life in the-United Kingdom; buy/
the British had long been-used té'
.behaving: by different standards In-
Jreland. Intefnment put more Pyos
yisionalg .on" the’ stheety’than it
took off; but at Jeast the men
lately relcased may conceivably
have cooled towards militancy
during their leng walt in. the
muddy compoundy of l,ong Kesh:
At the time, internment was’
simply one” more episude In the.
interminable alternation of
violence and counter-violence. It
rovoked the Provisionals to a new
erpcity. In the four months before

, it began, four soldiers were killed -

~and four civilans, In the four
months which followed, the dead
numbered 41 members of the
forces of order and 73 civilians.
As one result, working-class Pro-
testants began to band together
In conscious imitation of the IRA.
. They had ho educated leadership,
contrary to widespread belief, no
intelligence and no strategy. As

another result, the mailed hand of :

-'the British Army fell with ever-
. Increasing weight on Catholies in
~'general,

* ; The end was the
followed a banned
»march in Derry on Bloody Sunday.
_In a battalion operation not clearl);'
. authorised at
--approved by the police, and begun

W . "M S
- Violence needs -~ 1

‘amerve of guili

. J

= when other methods of kee ing
. order seemed o be succeec ing,
" British troops used rifles and used
* them carelessly. At least five of the
- 13 dead were iﬂ
cation.  That much was later
established in a repurt on the inci-
dent by the Lord Chief Justice of
England, Lord Widgery.

~of

. contact  with

carnage which .
anti-internment -

rigade level, dis-

_-Defenée Association

. about - the

led without justifi-

Within two months, and without
waiting for Widgery,. the British
Government had * cancelled, the
Lloyd George settlerhent, On March
30, © 1972, Northern ' Ireland’s
separate garl&a-m ent was guspended.
Not just 50 but 350 years of British

licy: in Ireland were reversed.
ﬁg‘leaSed by "Europe from: the
strategic preoccu;llation reptalﬂ«ai_bg
the .endless squalid kiflings; whic
the old policy was at last seen to
entall, the British were .no Jonger
sbacking - the, Protestants, Heath
spelt it out In terms which have
‘been - made - good: Catholics, -too,
were to have an * active, permsanent
-and'guaranteed mole in the life and
spublic affairs of the Province.” -

'BUT'THE PROVISIONALS ‘warted

“more; and in_demanding it, they
‘too destroyed themselves.

" They
iwanted the British rot just to come
away from the Protestant side, but
{o swin%hrigvht aver to the Catholic
side.” They wanted to see the
Protestants  publicly and - signaily
.humiltated by the British. . . ,

~. That was the demand whjch fore
apary the 1972 midsummer truce:
he - Provisionals - had . at . first
‘decided, to continue the fight; on
;the. obtuse reasoning that nothing

‘had changed.. Multifarious peace

movements throughout the euarly
-summer had then drawn them into
Willic  Whitelaw,
Britain’s new Northern Ireland
“Secretary, first through Catholic
politicians and then fhrough his
own officials. The truce, a non-
harassment JJact between the Pro-
visionals and the Army, came :nio
effect in Jate June. Early in Jul
1872 Whitelaw went further 'st.le
He met Provisional leaders in care-
ful secrecy at a house In London.
-There the Provisionals made cer-
tain political and military dematids,.
notably that Britain should allow
an all-Ireland decision on Ulster's
future. The British promised an
answer at a second meeting in a
week’s time, - with the truce. to

continue at Jeast till then. - Bat
. Protestant street o anisations,
stimulated partly by Provisional

Intransigence, wére now active in.

Belfast. " The casual .murder. of
Catholic civiliang was Increasing.
“When - the Protestant ~ Ulster
ot into an
argument " with -the Provisionals
ut rehousing of  Catholic
families in former]y Protestant
houses in west Beifast the Pro-
visionals Jooked to the British
.Ann¥[to engage the UDA on their

_ benalf. ) .
Qut of ordinary ‘actical pru-
dence, the "Army  refused The

Provisicnals tried forcible rehous-
ing.  The Army
forcibly. The truce broke. Tiia
Provisionals never had their second
meeting with Whitelaw, .

“the antumn o4

stopped  them .

They . thent .compounded *heir
sefif-exclusion by two things. They
told the Press that the first meei-
ing had't:ken place, a ﬁ)lece of
news sufliciently scandalous to
ensure tha' there could never ba
a second meeting; and on a sunny
July day in Belfast whick became
known zs Blocdy Friday they pro-
claimed thsir readdiction to vio-
lence by lettinﬂg off 22 bombs which
killed 11 people and wounded 130,
From then on, the British knew
they were riorally justified in mov~
ing into the Provisionals' urban
redoubts and hunting down their
leaders. I O
_ Yetif the Provisionals had recog-
nised that Protestant extremists
too are a fact of life, had held off
rom confrentation with them and
had continued to talk, they would
by now ba a great deal nearer
achieving their historic aim, -The
British Government had not ruled
out a declaration in favour of a

an-Irish decision, which was held

0 mean Irish unity: Whitelaw’s
officials had been pushing appro-
riate forms of words round their
glot(ers. ~ Certainly, Provisional
Jeaders would have had their place
at ‘thé tdable where the future of
Ireldnd was discussed. They would
have been at. Sunningdale; and
Sunningdale would - have: been
earfier. . .. ’

+ Butthey believed that it was
solely: thelr military action which
had ¢hanged British minds thus
far, and they believed that more
ofthe #ame would change them
farther, and in the end Protestant
minds too. . They ignored the shift
in Britain’s strategic need. They
forgot- that violence only has a
chance” of succeeding: when it
touches a nerve of gullt {(and not
always then): it dislodged Presi-
dent Batista in Cuba, but it could
do nothing {or Quebec separatism.
They , made the mistake which
General Tanganylka of Mau Mau
made in Kenya, and General Grivas
of Eoka in Cyprus, in the 1950s. By

rsisting beyond the point where
iﬁeré were’ political dividends to
be wof;, they missed their chance
to cash their cheque.” YL
. ' . . v
AS THE GRZEN FLAG drooped,
the Orange flig revived” While the
Provisionals .were throwing away
their political and military,author-
ity, violent Protestant groups were
re-cstablishing their presence. By

1472, twice as many
Catholics as Protestants were fall-
Ing victim {o sly, sectarian assassin.
ation.  Yet that wag not the main
reason why Brittsh ministers, who
had bheen bricfly termipted by the
ldea of dumping the Protestants,

Cnow turned to the 2im of recon-

clling them to & new status instead.
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The SDILP wanted a Council of
Ireland, a pan-Irish Parliament. 5o
did the South; but in its changed
and unideological mood it was not
disposed %) make the demand. tgo
dificult. It would give ity blessing
to a Counci! so purely cosmetic as
to leave all but the most insecure
Protestsnts untroubled. That was
enough for the SDLP. Assembly
politicians. from the two . sides
struck a bzrgain in Belfast. Dublin
ministers pronounced the benedic-
tion in Deécember 1973 at Suhning,
dale, wod T,

For themn the new satisfaction
was that they were at last recog-
nised as haviniz a legitimate interest
in the Norta, in return, theg would
lean a little harder yet on Catholic
terrorists. Thrat is the promise
which Northern Protestants,
Insecure in greater numbers than
had been foreseen, are still waiting
to see fulfilled. -

SO0 NORTHERN IRELAND exlists
again as a separate stale with a
separate admiristration. There is
no longer any point in saying that
it ought not to. True, its origins are
in injustica? plantation was un-
justly done, partition was unjustly
done. But states once made are hard

.to unmake ' witness the map of

Alrica, largely divided b rapacious
European Governments in the nine-
teentﬁl century without any refer-
ence to natural boundaries, yat
unchanged in the post-imperial era.
The purgirg of injustice from
Northern Iraland’s -present hody

- politic makes its dismemberment

now more difficult still, ‘
For Protestants, that ought to

“bhe a comfort; but the upheaval of

the past two years has been too
profound and ‘too bloody for the
consolation o be trusted just yet.

" For the British 1t is less of u coln-

fort: there is still a part of Ireland
which by its own majority choice
remains legaly and economically

linked to ~ Eritain, and British

troops are thorefore eommitted to
keeping “order there until a local
Folice force can do the joh. But
It was not to be expected that a
connection first entered Into with
30 little regard for the native in-
habitants, and renewed over eight
centuries at-will; could be aban.
doned with the same brisk and
tynical ease. ‘ .

Aibert  Schweitzer, praetiging

"medicine in the jungles of what

had been Frerch ‘Africa, said that
fprmer‘ imperial powers should
stay with their ¢14 charges in a
spirit. not o heneficence but
reparation. In Irelmd tre British
are at last in a positinn to take that
advice—if their former protégés ley
them .



