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Remembered for his early novels and tough-guy
style, Jarnes M. Cain was a pralific author whose
career sparmed 38 years as a journalist, play-
wright, screcnwriter, shorl slory wriler, and nov-
elist. Although he sulfered lrom obscurily in his
last 25 vears, Cain’s novels and the film adapia
lons of his works have continually fascinated
audiences and spawned initators, Key elements
of this popularity are his switt-paced plotting.
“hard boiled” dialogue, and commonplace char-
acters whose warlds change radically when con-
tronted with the possibility of the fulfillmenr of
their dreams,

Garn July 1, 1892 in Annapalis, Maryland, Cain
was the first of frve children of James and Hose Can,
After graduaring from college, he eventually serled
on journalism and published some short stories in
magazines. The Pastraan Always Rings Tovice (1954)
hecame a popular and critical success and illustrates
some of the fictional practices contral Lo his works,
The outstanding feature is his “lough-puy™ style,
which relics upon a subjective realism ol a lower-
class world presented in the idiom of those al the
botiem. Middle-class ethics and treditional mo
rality are luxuries for Cain’s characters; they
represent individuals following overwhelming
npalses, stroggling in o world that trostrates
the tree expression of those drives.

A friend coined the term “love-rack”™ to de-
seribe these figures, and here Cain found his
fictional formuola. He often joins a pair of lovers
out of lust or greed as they commit murder,
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separate, and rennite, either triumphing ar more
often succumbing ta some form of punishment.
In Cain's world, the most ordinary, cven law-
gbiding, people commil crimes becawse they
drewin forbidden drenms, In Posimsen, he blends
these elements masterfully, producing a work that
s as taut as any written by his contemporaries
Dshiell Hammett and Raymond Chandler, A
drifter. Frank Chambers, takes a temporary joh,
tallz in love with his employer’s wife, kills the man,
and then escapes justice. When he and Clora
reunite, they distrust one anather, then recancile,
and she dies in an ocean accident. Chambers is
executed for her death, though he is guiltless.

The nowel's success led to a Hollvwood screen-
writing carcer and other compelling fictions,
such as Doable Tndemaity (1936), which presents
Waller Hull, an insurance agent who Glls in love
with a olient’s wile, sells her an accident policy on
her husband, and then conspires 1o murder the
e, Deciding that the wife will betray him,
Hull plots ber murder Dat is shot instead. Like
his best works, Double Indemnity further explores
the possibilities inherent in vsing o first person
narrator who reviews and evaluates his past
actions.

Serenade (1937 ) centers ona destitute baritone,
lohn award Sharp, wha falls in love with a suliry
Mexican prostiture and enjoys success in Hally-
wiond bt remains fruatrated that he has betrayed
his true talent. The novel is full of exagperated
homo- and heterosexual bzisons, distrust, and
overripe melodrama that reinforee the Cain for-
mula of individuals whose lives are suddenly
translformed by overwhelming passion.
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Mildred Pierce (1941), anather af Cain’s most
famaous works, is a novel that departs fram previ-
ous fictions with its objective narrator and female
protagonist, Pierce 15 2 delermined woman wha
divorces her fecldess husband, raises two children,
and eventually launches a successful business.
‘When a former lover romunces her daoghter,
Pierce descends into Dankrupicy and rounites
with her frst husband. Tn spite of s melodra-
matic structure, the novel slands as o pasn w
the middle class strugsling through the Depres-
sion and largely eschews the love rack formula,
Instead, the novel concentrates on an ordinary
persan’s desite to rise shove mediocriee and
transcend individual limitations,

Exaggerated and imprabzable as the plot mav
be, The Burterfly [1947a] is the hest of Cain's
experiments in regional Acton, and its concise-
ness 15 o major reason (or its success, Here Cain
returns lo g rapidly paced, rst-person narrative,
which emphasizes the rule that Cain is al his best
with a subjective narrator, Replete with muoon-
shine, sexual temptaticn, and incest, the nove is
no match for Faulkaer's, but Cain's inversion of
the love-rack, to include family members, allows
him to explore tortured characters who pay a
shép Price,

In 1948 Cain published the more ambitious
The Moty another chronicle of the Depression,
whaose plot extends over 33 years, The novel is a
Hldungsraman that follows the fortunes ot o child
prodigy whose singing ambirions are thwarted
and who is forced to embark an a life of rootless
wandering. Through all ks vicissitudes, like
Mildred Pierce, [ack Dillon remains an aptimiat,
The Moth, Cain's longest work, 15 nevertheless
diluted by the realist's compulsion ta include
extruncous details that devolve into episodic
rambling,

O Ctober 27, 1577, at the age of 85, Cain died
in Hyattsville, Maryland, Filin adaplalions of his
works and an influential biogeaphy led 1o a resur-
gence of interest in his career in the 1980s. Cain
will always be remembered as a writer who both
defined and epiramized rhe hard-boiled sihde, Asa
technique, i represents a firting fictional response
to an era in which longstanding values and ideals
were called radically into question,
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Canfield, Dorothy
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From the 1910 to the 1950s, Dororhy Canfield)
wis a leading figure in American literarure and|
culture, authoring 11 novels, 18 non-fiction
boaks { published under her married name, [Daor-
othy Canfield Fisher), and hundreds of stories and
essavs. Her fiction focuses oo individual psycho-
logical and moral development within realistig
social settings. Although she explored controver
sial issues - gender roles, Wndustrialication, war)
and civil rights — her accessible style and ability
10 connect new ideas wilth treditional values of




