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1950, and moved ta San lrancisco in 1935, He
died there in 1967, never having completed the
second novel to follow Jews Wirhout Money,
Measuring Gald's achievement through his one
published novel misconstroes his output, as his
newspapers columms alone run in the thousands
of pages. Literary criticism has forgiver many a
wriler for fasvisl sympathies, but to a large degree
it sl marginalizes Gold for his commumise
convictions.

At theend ofhislife, Gold was neither bitter nor
despondent about his personal situation or the
state af the waorld, This inay seein surprising, as at
the end af Jews Withanr Maney he speaks o a
revedution thar “will destroy the East Side when
you come, and build a parden of the humanspirit”
[316]. And vet for (rold irwas the Jewish East Side
itsell that was the garden of the human spirit,
and “he must stay in the tenement and make o
ew and truer fart] there.” Here was the central
dilemiza for Gold: the success of revalution he so
desired would destroy the world thar made him
who he was,
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Gordon, Mary

LD W, MADDEN

With the publication of her firsl novel, Mary
Gordon emerged as a serious, confident, cutspo-
ken woice in comtemporary American [etion,
An impeccable arvlish, she explores the twisted
cwils of familial and demestic experience. Al-
theugh she shuns the attentinn, she is ane of the
maost incisive writers of Catholic life in America,
as well as being an important feminise voice,

Mary Gordon was born on Decermber B, 15419
on Long Island, Mew York, The only child of
David and Anna Guredon, she grew up in a
devout Catholic family and attended Barnard
College and Syracuse University, She married
anthropologist Tames Brizn and, after that mar-
riage ended, married Acthur Cash, with wham she
has had two children, She held a number of
temparary  teaching positions  before  hemg
ramed the Millicent C. Mclolwesh Professor of
English ar Barnard.

Fiaal Payments (1979, her first novel, presents
Isabel Moore, a 3-year-ald woman who has
devoted her life 1o an aling tather who dies and
leaves his daughter adrift in the world, Isabel
enters Lwe ill-fated relationships, and out of 2
sense of penance for the failure of those liaisons,
she ouce wgain relinguishes her freedom to an
alder person who cannot appreciate her, The
Campany of Women [1950) cxamines some of
the same issues and reveals the quintessential
Gordon themes of sell-sacrifice, devation, and
clavstrophobia, Developing o more complex
narrative structure of mulliple points of view,
Gordan follows the matueation of Felicitas Tavlor
and the infimate circle of adull women wha
nurture and encourage her independence. Like
[sabel Moore, Felicitas submits harsell 1o an ex-
ploitative partner and suffers ostracism when
she becomes pregnant, Once again, obedience to
church and men and a desperate allempl Lo escape
comhnement define her character.



Mer and Areels (19837 represents a departure
Trem an averl Catholic perspectiive, vel Gordon's
concern with the Christian obligation 1o love
others, even the seemingly unlovable, prevails
This covel is buill ona complex series of parallels
and oppositions of charcterizations, struciuwe,
and themes. In the hgures of Anne Foster and
Laura Post, Gordon pits maternity against religi
asiby, devotion against rejection, and indepen
dence against subjuzation. The experiment with
multiple paints of view is taken further as the
newvel revolves around ruminations, journals, let-
ters, and accounts of the lives of the principal and
secondary characters,

The Chler Side (196891 and Pear! (20030 offer
iniricate cxaminations of Irish American cxperi-
ence, The (sl s Gordon's most complicaled
work, a chronice of fve generations ol a fanily
ivolving 20 characters and stretching from
Ireland to Mew York, The central characters
Vincent and Elen Costelloe MacNamara
are émigrés from an lreland that had grown
inhospitable. Whereas Vincent is 2 kind, torgiv
ing, and patient man, his wite is bitter and
intalerant, damaged by @ teckless tather and a
hostile homeland. They present unsentimental
reactions to the myth of cheerful Insh who
assimilated easily inte the American mainstream,
and their uneasy legacy is traced through three
generations. Pearl centers an Pearl Mevers, a
foreign  exchange student in Ireland  who
chaing herself’ to an embassy fAagpole and s
dying of a hunger strike; her mother, Maria,
who Lries Lo save her and a surrogate Gather,
Jusephy, who seeks Lo ald them both, Once again
the themes of sell-sucrifice and maternal devo-
tior are carefudly developed, as is a modern
parable of the Holv Family (note the names)
and the act of marbrdom. Intense subjectivity
further detines the characters and the narrator,
the latter a foregrounded vaice that assumes
various postures and often addresses the andi-
ence directly,

Spending (1998) is an audacious examination
of gender roles and individual freedom. Monica
Szaho, a moaderately suecessful painrer, meers "H”
a wealthy commaodiries broker who admires her
wark and suhmits himeelf az a patron who wishes
to advance her career and financially support her.
H alsn hecormes both muse and model for a senes

of paintings hazed on Renaissance depictions of
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the dead Christ, though these are postooitally
recumbent Oygures. The paintings launch her
wvistbility and draw the ire of religious right-
wingers, Excepl for these references Lo religion,
issues of [aith and devolion give way Lo pure
physical plessures ad Gordon’s mosl sustained
piece of erotic,

Along with two collections of shorl Gction,
she has also written three important works of
nan-hetiorn: Good Boys aud Dead Girls: And
Clekier Veegye (1992), which collects 28 essays on
avariery of anbjecrs; and 2 pair of memoirs — The
Yhadow Aan (1996) and Circling My Mother
(20017} = that explore the known and rthe less
well-known  aspects of each of her parents’
lives. Besides three honorary doctorates, Gordon
has carned & number of awards, including
the lanet Heidinger Kalka Priee (1979 and
19311, the Lila Wallage—Reader’s Digest Writers'
Avard (1892), the O, Henry Award (1983,
1997, 1999, a Guggenheim Fellowship [1993],
and the Edith Wharton Citation of Merit
¢ 2008-107.
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