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Howard, Maureen
DAVID W, MALDEN

Maureen Heward is an elegant stylist and incisive
social erinic. Each ol hier novels intricarelv explores
post-wWorld War 11 American life and represents
a new fictional departure in terms of technigue,
Her works abound in varions, competing vaices
with mulliple first-person narrators, induding
the author herself, presenting and representing
the narrative.

Maureen Kearns Howard was born June 28,
1930 in Bridgeport, Connecticut o William L
and Loretta (Burns) Rearns, and she graduated
from Smith College in 1952, She has been married
three times and has a daughter, Loretta Howard.
In addition ta being a novelist and critic, she is
a professor of writing at Columbia University in
Mew York,

Howard's major fctioral eoncem s wilh 1
family, not simply the domestic particulariti
or the chains of herediry but also the thick wel
ol devotion, obligation, and passion, The rel
tivnships between parents and children &
fraught with deep love and cqually deep dissat
faction and fricrion. Nat a Word Abour Nigh
frgtles (1961) deals with a family i which «
husbend rejects his loved cmes for a lite in Tta
the daughter, sent 1o retrieve hio, becomes d
tracted with a new life; while the wite. sudde
freed of famihal obligations, begins ta enjoy
independence.

Hridgeport Bus [19686) focuses an the place
the Irish in Aanerica, a theme that rercours
most of Howard's other novels. Her Irish
lace-curlain figures, vearning fur respectabil
bt [erever unsure of Their place and alternat
proud of and embarrassed by (heir herita
Thirty tive-vear-ald Mary Agnes Keely esca
the stifting confines of her mother and Trid
port, Connecticut for a life in New York wit
troubled room-mate, cecentric friends, and
unwanrted pregnancy. The quest tor freedo
frustrated by a return home and the likelih
that Agnes will become her mother. Hefore
Tinte (1975) explores the unlikely friendship ¢
relatively content professional woman wha ta
a traunbled teen into her home and finds he
sharing confidences about her lite with the yo
man. In spile of their attempts to either rejes
ignore their pasts, personal histories are seer
the warp and woof ot identity despite gencrativ
differences,

Grace Abounding [1982) centers on a yo
widow und her teenage danghter, cach of wh
longs for escape and pageantry in her life. Ev
tually both mather and daughter reiovent 1t
lives, marry, and have sucoessful caveers,
beneath the seemingly happy ending are
sorrow and unexpecled Uagedies, The ni
marks Howard's growing experiments with ¢
poral shifts and narmtive dislocations, w
continue in Expensive Habits (19860 with a s
of flashbacks that wnderscore the episadic ¢
acter of an ailing woman's life. Her loves
catalogued against the major social and poli
events of the puslwar era as the protagonist s
o control the meaning of her existence.

Natural History (1992) is Howard's
audacious, eaperimental fetion. Focusing



ancther fumily, the Brays, the novel actually pre-
senls Howard's home of Bridgeport as the true
protagonist, The city’s most illustrious citzen, P.
T. Barnwm, acls gx a powerful metaphor for a
culture constructed on lawdry appesrances. With
its double-columa narralive and collage techni-
ques, the novel is as sell-consciously melalictional
as any of its era. Beneath the pueclingly ragmen-
ted strocture is another family dioma, draen
along the lines of Howard's own, which she
derailed nnsparingly in her antabiography, Facrs
of 1'.!':1‘5’:' C157R). In Natural Misgory, memory and
history become so entangled rhat rruth remains
clusive, as a daughter struggles to diseaver her
lather’s complicity in a crime.

Wil A Lever’s Almianae (1998), Howard man-
gurated a planued welralogy bused on the seasons of
the year. This worlc opens i winter, with the dawn
of the new millenniam, and follows wo sels of
lowers, The vounger ones fret and fight, and sepe-
rate and unite, while the elders, one of whoom s the
grandtather of the vounger male lover, reunite in
old age after years apart. Constructed as sections of
an almanac, the rovel fallows the stars in charting
lives, ez as Life: Theee Tales for Spring (2001)
presents three novellas, in one of which the youn
ger lnvers reappear, a child in row, still strugeling
with their relationship. In another James Audo
bem, anather of Howard's studies in celebrity, is
revealed to be less than honorahle. Tiwe Siver
Sereen (20040 concentrates on a former silent
sereen starlel wha rejected celebnity for domestici-
ty. el for all her seeming fulfillment creative urges
are lefl unsatisficd. Again g son and daughter must
struggle with personal and farmilial legacies.

Inaddition tovariows fellowships among thema
Guggenheim, Howard received a Nativnal Buok
Critics Circle Award for non-fiction in 1980 and
American Book Award nomination for autobiog-
raphyibiopraphyin 1981 tor Facts of Life, and PEN/
Faulkner Award nominations for Graee Abownding,
Hxpensive Hairs, and Natweal Histery, She has
alsrr been honared with a Naronal BEndowment
forthe Arts grant (1968 and a | irerary Lion Award,
New Yark Public Library (1593}, and is a recipient
of an Academy Award in Literature from the
American Academy of Arts and |errers,

SEE ALSO: Gender and the Mowel (A7)
Historiographic Metafiction {AF); Posrmodernist
Fiction {AF)
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Hughes, Langston

MATTHEW HUOFER

A populist and extraordingrily popular African
American author, Langslon Hughes was born in
Toplin, Missouri in 1902 and dicd in >ew York
City in 1867, His very first published poem, “The
Megro Spealis of Rivers,” printed in the leading
black journal The Crists in 1921, helpad Lo posi-
tiom him as a pivotal figure of the New Negro
Henaissance of the later 1920s. Fueled by the
prevalence of racial and class nequities in the
LIS, Hughes's revalutionary tendencies intensi-
fied during the Depression, resulting in his per-
secution as a fellow traveler of the Communis
Farty hy the Honse Un-Amencan Activities Com-
mittee in 1953 However, despite any apparent
inconsistencies in his heliefs or values, Hughes
was a hfelong supporter of the ideals of American



