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Brautigan, Richard

LDAVID W, MADDEN

[lichard braungan is a controversial tigure
remembered by some as a symbol of the hippie
mavement, hy scholars as a serious literary hzure,
and by many critics as a bemign medioerity, [le
published LI novels, nine volumes of poerry, and
vne collection of short stores and develaped a
distinclive style that was unmistakably his awn.
Brauligan was born an January 3, 1933 in
Spokane (sume say Tacoma), Washington to
Bernard F. and Lula Mary Brautigan. He never
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attended college, and there is some dispute as fo
whether he even graduated from high schoal, hur
in 1958 he moved W San Francisco and hovered
on the edges of the Beal movement, writing
poetry. He turned Lo wriling [iction in the early
186u0s and later became a frequent contributar to
the fledgling Roitiag Stane magazine,

The identifiable Drautizan style was o combi-
nanon of poetic concision and Hemingwayesque
minimalism. He rypically relies upon strong, ec-
centric images arranged in 2 seemingly random,
associative manner. His narratives are divided
inte multiple, brief chapters wirh often curious
litles thal emphasize the mundane, common-
place, or Lrivial.

His first completed novel, Trowt Fisiing o
Amierice 11967), established his repulation and
rarks the zenith of his creative abilities, Although
it was originally published by a small press, the
ok found an audience with voung readers and
catapulted Hrautigan to international fame, On
the surface the 47 abbreviated chopters seem
random and the plor discontinuous. However,
there are a number of interrelated narratives, the
most conventional of which is a camping wip
throughout ldaho where the narrator and his
family stop ar various fishing lacations, The book
is alse a meditation on the American pastaral
myth and the prospects for renewal in a landscape
that is rapidly vanishing or abused.

A Confedernic General from Big Sur (15964)
offers a more conventional plot with a wild misfit,
Lee Mellon, inveigling the narrator, Jesse, to visit
him in Dig Sur, They live in abject poverty,
romance & pair of women, and generally wreak
havoe, Drantigan has always championed misfits
and oddbalis, and Lee Mellon, who believes him-
self descended from a Confederate general, essen-
tially secedes from the competitive quest for
success o live a spontanesans, untrammeled life.
As Terence Malley argues, Mellon is & parody of
the self-reliant American hero.

In Watermelon Sugar (1968) iz an adult fantasy
of & commune, exdsting same time afrer a cata-
clysim thal has obliterated all signs of civilizarion,
Ancther subjective narratar relates the commu-
nity’s efforts at survival againse tigers and an
absurd vullaw gang in a place called iDeath, where
inhabitants lead simple, uncomplicated lives. 1T
Aberlion: An Hustoricod Romance [1971) also cen-
lers on & recluse who works in a library housing
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copublished Looks untl e s rocked from his
routines and must help his giclTiend obtain an
abortion in Mexica, The nacrative is diffuse and
oftenn uneventful and marks the Leginning of
Brautigan’s artistic decline,

[ the 19705 he turned to genre ficlions — The
Hawkiling Monsier A Gatlic Western [1974),
Sarbwere Fadovn: A Taparese Navel 11976], and
Drggming ab Dabylon: A Private Eye Navel, 1942
L1977 —which have moments of inspiration but
lack much sericusness. The exception is Willard
and His Bowling Propies: A Perverse Mystery
(1975, which revalves around three parallel nar-
ratives that coalesce in tragedy at the novel's close.
The Tokyo-Monbina Press (19807, with its 31
seclions, sppears W be o reprise of Trowr Fishing,
but with livde success, The book has oo clear
narrative thread, and the observations, while
whimsical and shrupt, arve often banal and trivial.

The last novel published in his litetime, So the
Wind Won't o it AN Awgp (1882, is the best of
his later works, Ir centers on a narrator’s retlec
tinns about poverty. marginalization, and an
accidental shooting, all of which haunt him
thronghaur his life, The elegiac tone and tight
canstruction are impressive, though the book
garnered little crirical arrention and sald poorky
His last navel, published posthurmaously, An Lia-
fortunare Wonan: A Journey (2000), offers an-
other meditation on mortality, isolation, and the
fatlure of intimacy.

In October 1984 Brautigan commilted suicide,
leaving o noete but Jdearly despondent ever his
life and diminished career. He will, however, be
rernembered for his audacious magination and
insistence on creative potentiality and personal
freedom. His novels stand in the forefront of
postmodern metafictionality and  consistently
feature a hevy of self-reflective techniques. The
subjective narrators, lonely oursiders, frequent
azides to the audience, and self-conscions com-
ments on the novels” consrruction all remind one
of contemporaries snch as Kort Yannepnt and
Donald Barthelme. Trout Fishing has sold over 3
million copies and shows no sipgns of vanishing
from the literary landscape.

SEE ALSO: Barthelme, Dionald (AF);
Hemingway, Ernest { AF); MinimalistMaxamalise
Fictivn (AF); Postmodernist Fiction (AF);
Vonnegut, Kurl [AF)
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Buck, Pearl S.

JAIME HAREER

[earl 5. Buck continues to inhahit a kind of erirical
purgatory. A beloved, hestselling novelist whose
writing career spanned over 40 years and 100
books, Buck has remzined in print, and refused
tis fade away into hellish ohscurity like so many
interwar popular novelista. Her 1938 Nabel Prize
keeps her just on the edge of critical acceprability.




