1. Why literature? Why manga?

» This section is based on ACTFL (2010).

« As for the history of Botchan project,
please refer to Prof. Joan Ericson’s
presentation (2012).




Benefits of Teaching Literature in
Japanese language course
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Teach literature: why using manga?

Too difficult to read the
original literature text

Conventional solutions

e Read a very short story

e Read a simplified version of the literature
e Read only a portion of the text

e Use bilingual books

Any other ways?




Manga - good points

. Manga is a friendly means to explore
Japanese literature.

. Manga ﬁrovi_de “context” to assist
comprehension and promote interest in the
literature

. Grammar and syntax are often simpler
. It is good for visual learners

. Students are interested in manga - motivated
CEIEES

. Manga makes it possible to ‘read’ an entire
story in a short period of time
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Botchan: Literary Text in Japanese

RBUDOEET T/IMEDEEMSIE(EMHYL TNV,
INER(IZFE DD ZERDZ Kbbﬁ"\sﬁnﬁﬁb—(—ﬂ
BIEEEEIRDLEELH D, HTZFALER%E
L7=LBEIKADHB MBI NA, F'JIJEQ,*L\-H | CH
EW FIEDOZEMoEZH LTIV S, RFRED
— ANISTLERIC, L<BEIRSDTH., EIHORUEY
BHEIFHFEL, F5EO—, LEELI=M5TH D,




Botchan: Literary Text in Japanese
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Manga - good points

2. Manga provide “context” to assist
comprehension and promote interest
in the literature.

3. Grammar and syntax are often simpler.
4. It is good for visual learners.
5. Manga motivates students.

6. Manga makes it possible to ‘read’ an
entire story in a short period of time.




Using authentic Manga in class -
potential problems

1. Often include inappropriate
graphics and language (e.qg.
violence)

Fantasy and fictional manga
stories are hard to understand

Shojo manga - my students
sais that characters in manga
look similar (e.g., Asaki
yumemishi).

Serifulanguage in manga is
sometimes too creative.
Students may use them in a
wrong context (e.g., BA A DA
HIZLVEHAER).
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