Analysis 4
Read this page carefully before proceeding.

Directions:  Use the template to construct rationales on the next three pages exactly as we have been doing in class.  No handwritten rationales will be accepted.  This documented is formatted in the landscape position.  
Each of the examples contains two distinct rationales.  They may both be arguments, explanations, or one of each.  Fully reconstruct the corresponding rationales. 
Type your name in an unused textbox and drag it to the upper right hand corner of the first page. Please eliminate all unused objects (textboxes, arrows, etc.) from your completed rationales, as well as the original reasoning, before turning in this assignment.  Do not turn in this page.
Each rationale is worth 3pts.  You get 1 pt. for following all of these instructions correctly.
Put all your completed rationales through the following 10-point test.
1. Are your arguments really attempts to convince the reader that the conclusion is true?

2. Do any explanations have value judgments as conclusions?  If so, they are wrong!

3. Are the conclusions of your explanations really presented by the author as accepted facts?

4. Do the reasons and conclusions contain simple, grammatically correct statements?

5. Do the reasons and conclusions make sense by themselves?

6. Do the principles connect properly to the rationales?

7. Are the principles sufficiently general?

8. Do the principles make sense by themselves? Are you sure? Read them all by themselves.

9. Does your rationale contain two or more specific reasons that could be converted into instances of a more general reason?

10. Are all of your instances clearly examples of the reason or conclusion they support?  

1.  My own view is that the U.S. is ultimately going to do stem cell research because the things we can accomplish with it, like replacing people’s diseased organs and tissues with others grown from their own DNA are going to be in huge demand.  Whether this is ultimately a positive development or not is a different question.  I don’t think it is, because I think it will lead to disastrous changes in our attitude toward human life.  Right now it requires us to actually destroy human life because we create the cells by destroying human embryos. But also I think it will just make us too concerned lengthening our own lives and too little concerned with the needs of children.


2.   Women tend to dress more attractively when they are ovulating for the obvious biological reason that women can only get pregnant when they are ovulating and dressing attractively raises the likelihood of having sex. Skeptical?  Studies have actually been done in which people are asked to look at pictures of college women and determine which of the women portrayed were trying to look attractive.   The judges picked women who turned out to be ovulating 60% of the time.


3.  Obesity is not a particularly American problem, it’s a worldwide epidemic.   All over the world, diseases relating to obesity, like diabetes and heart disease are soaring.  In China, for example, the rate of obesity in children is 28 times higher than it was 20 years ago.  In the Philippines, more adults are now overweight than underweight.  Egyptian, Mexican, and South African women are all as fat as American women.  This is a truly wonderful development.  Think about it, all of these countries are places where just a few decades ago the leading health problem was starvation.  Obesity in previously poor countries is just the most visible sign of rising economic prosperity.   Since 1990, the global rate of malnutrition has declined an average of 1.7 percent a year.  Today, even in Africa, there are more people who are overweight than underweight. 
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