Analysis 5
Directions:  Use the template to fully reconstruct the reasoning of the article below. Submission instructions from previous assignments apply.  After reconstructing the reasoning identify one clear example of each of the following errors in the space provided.  Be sure to follow the identification instructions exactly.

· Exceptional refutation

· Weak reason

· Weak principle

· Ad Hominem

· Straw Man

The Travesty of Legalized Prostitution 

By Bonnie Blanchette

People with their values intact have an internal moral compass that tells them the difference between right and wrong.  They understand intuitively that wanton violence, slavery, deceit, abortion, neglect of children, sexual promiscuity, and the use of drugs is simply wrong.  

They also understand that a healthy human body is a gift that must be respected and for this reason they deplore those who abuse their bodies by engaging in unhealthy practices like smoking and overeating.  

The abuse of the human body comes in many forms and one of the oldest is prostitution.  It is easy to produce facile, reductivist free-market arguments that selling ones body for the purpose of sex is no different than selling ones body for the purpose of having food.  You can repeat that until you believe it; but repeating it will not make it true.  Selling your body is wrong. Selling your organs is wrong.  Selling your children is wrong.  Prostitution is wrong.  Every morally decent person understands these things.

(Please note: if you are an atheist or an agnostic and think you detect the cloying stench of religious fundamentalism in these remarks, I implore you to inhale a bit more deeply.  My values may be typical of religious people, but that is not because I am religious, it is because fundamental moral values have nothing whatsoever to do with religion.  In the end, religious non religious people disagree only on whether the universe was created by a deity, and perhaps whether morality comes from this deity.  But atheists and Christians have the same fundamental beliefs about right and wrong.  In the end, we are all human.)

Whether something is moral and whether it ought to be legal are two different questions.  People living in a free society know that much harm can be done by legislating morality, even when the practices being legislated against are truly wrong.  For example, even though it is clearly wrong to drink to excess, making laws that would regulate how much people can drink in the privacy of their own homes is something that will undermine our basic liberties.

Now many believe that the same may be said of prostitution.  Sure, prostitution is wrong, they say, but legislating against it will do more harm than good.  When a desired commodity is made illegal, the market for it does not actually disappear; rather, it simply goes underground.  It is easy to ignore what we do not see, but the reality of underground prostitution is, they claim, far worse than the reality of legal prostitution.  Like gambling, it is better to let it go on as a regulated industry where those who profit from in it can be made to pay their fair share of taxes and be protected by laws and government regulations.

Do they have a point?  Sure.  They make a legitimate appeal to basic values of justice and freedom.  Are they right?  Of course not.  Everyone with a functioning moral compass already knows that its conclusion is wrong.  The problem is simply to discover what is wrong with the reasoning leading up to it.

First of all, it should be noted here that making products and services illegal does not always produce an underground market.  For example, there is no substantial underground market for alcohol and cigarettes even though it is illegal for minors to buy them.  

More importantly, however, people who believe in legalized prostitution are all too ready to believe that the lives of those working in the sex industry are no different than the lives of any other working people.  They think that prostitutes and pimps do what they do because they find the work rewarding, and that they are proud of their contribution to society.  They do not want to think about the horrible daily reality that sex workers endure.

Legal or illegal prostitution is an utterly degrading profession.  Even in countries where prostitution is legal like Germany and the Netherlands, prostitutes are women who have been pushed into the trade from an early age.  Do you seriously think that Dutch schoolchildren are encouraged to consider the sex industry as one of many possible occupations they might consider?  In Germany, are the parents of prostitutes and pimps satisfied that they have raised their children right?

The truth is that whether prostitution is legal or illegal, it is an utterly degrading life.  Even in places where prostitution is legal, prostitution arises mainly from hopeless origins.  Prostitutes typically get involved in the trade and a very young age.  They are typically destitute and often drug-addicted and sexually-abused.  As the liberal New York Times columnist Bob Herbert recently wrote:  “That a city, a state or any other governmental entity in the U.S. could legally sanction the sexual degradation of women and girls under any circumstances, much less those who are so extremely vulnerable, is an atrocity.” 
Liberalism is a fine thing, as is the free market, but we all know that some things simply are just not meant to me freely pursued or sold on the open market, and the human body is one of them.  Herbert again:  “As a society, we should be offering help to the many thousands of women who would like to escape prostitution, and providing alternatives to those in danger of being pulled into it.”  

Clearly, this task is far more difficult in any place where prostitution remains legal.  I know.  I was one.
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1.  Exceptional Refutation.
Definition: Attempting to criticize the use of a principle by showing that it is has exceptions, but giving no reason to believe that the principle is generally unreliable or that the exceptions apply to the particular case at hand.
Method of Identification: Identify the principle and the alleged exceptions in the absence of reasons for thinking the exceptions cast doubt on the reliability of the principle as stated. 
Identification:   Delete this sentence and write your answer here.
2.  Weak Reason
Definition:  Weakness in a rationale stemming from a reason whose truth is not sufficiently evident to justify the expressed degree of confidence in the reason and/or the conclusion that it supports.
Method of Identification:  Identify the reason in question.  Give reasons for thinking that the degree of confidence appropriate to the reason does not justify the expressed degree of confidence in the reason or conclusion that it supports.
Identification:  Delete this sentence and write your answer here.
3.  Weak Principle
Definition:  Weakness in a rationale stemming from a commitment to a principle that is not sufficiently reliable to justify the expressed degree of confidence in the conclusion or reason that it supports.
Method of Identification:  Identify the principle in question and its apparent level of reliability.  Show why you think the author of the reasoning has too much confidence in the conclusion in light of the apparent reliability of the principle.
Identification:   Delete this sentence and write your answer here.
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