Analysis 4
Read this page carefully before proceeding.

Directions:  Use the template to construct rationales on the next three pages exactly as we have been doing in class.  No handwritten rationales will be accepted.  This documented is formatted in the landscape position.  
Each of the examples contains two distinct rationales.  They may both be arguments, explanations, or one of each.  Fully reconstruct the corresponding rationales. 
Type your name in an unused textbox and drag it to the upper right hand corner of the first page. Please eliminate all unused objects (textboxes, arrows, etc.) from your completed rationales, as well as the original reasoning, before turning in this assignment.  Do not turn in this page.
Each rationale is worth 3pts.  You get 1 pt. for following all of these instructions correctly.
Put all your completed rationales through the following 10-point test.
1. Are your arguments really attempts to convince the reader that the conclusion is true?

2. Do any explanations have value judgments as conclusions?  If so, they are wrong!

3. Are the conclusions of your explanations really presented by the author as accepted facts?

4. Do the reasons and conclusions contain simple, grammatically correct statements?

5. Do the reasons and conclusions make sense by themselves?

6. Do the principles connect properly to the rationales?

7. Are the principles sufficiently general?

8. Do the principles make sense by themselves? Are you sure? Read them all by themselves.

9. Does your rationale contain two or more specific reasons that could be converted into instances of a more general reason?

10. Are all of your instances clearly examples of the reason or conclusion they support?  

1.  People think my brother Ira is so much better a person than me because he does so much for charity, I do diddly squat.  But  he’s really no different than anybody else in my opinion.  He’s just doing what makes him happy, which is what everyone else does.  He does charitable work because he likes it. So I think it’s dumb that people admire him so much more than me.  Like my mom, for instance.  She’s is always saying:  Why can’t you be more like Ira?  I’m sick of it. 


2.   Lots of people think capitalism is all about the greedy pursuit of profit, but really capitalism is mostly about trusting each other.  If you think about it, it takes a lot of trust to give someone you don’t even know your hard-earned money in exchange for something you want.   For example, here in the U.S. you can buy a new DVD player just about anywhere and know that it’s either going to work or you’re going to get your money back.  We’re just used to this, of course, but it’s really a very unusual and fragile state of affairs.  Lots of countries simply do not have the kind of trust between citizens that makes this sort of confident exchange of goods possible.  And that’s why these countries stay poor.  I’m not talking about little third world countries either.  I’m talking about places like Russia, where commercial corruption is just rampant.  Think about that the next time you decide to rip someone off. 


3.  When you think about it, it’s easy to become puzzled about why people ever cooperate with each other.  After all, from a purely self-interested perspective it always makes sense to just free-load off the work of others.  For example (in case you didn’t know it) paying your income taxes in the country is pretty much voluntary.  Sure, if you get caught not paying you can go to jail, but the chances of getting caught, especially if you do it only now and then, are practically nil.  And since your own taxes, even if you’re a millionaire, don’t amount to a drop in the bucket, you’ll still receive all the benefits of taxation (military, police, firemen, social security, public schools, etc.) even though you’re not paying it.  Economists have actually spent a lot of time trying to explain this, but probably the best explanation is that people don’t operate in a purely self-interested way.  The reason people pay their taxes is that they think it’s their duty to pay their taxes.  That’s all there is to it.  
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