Analysis 5
Read these directions carefully

Construct rationales for each of the 3 examples below.   Each example contains at least one rationale, but not more than two.
Each of these examples contains two of the following mistakes:
· Straw Man

· Ad Hominem

· Exceptional Refutation

· Weak Principle

Identify each according to the prescribed method of identification.
As before, insert your identifications into the text boxes in which the original reasoning is provided, then delete the original reasoning.

Format and submission requirements are the same as for previous analysis assignments.  Each example is worth 3 points.  You get 1 point for correctly following all instructions.
As always, put your completed rationales through the following 10-point test.

1. Are your arguments really attempts to convince the reader that the conclusion is true?

2. Do any explanations have value judgments as conclusions?  If so, they are wrong!

3. Are the conclusions of your explanations really presented by the author as accepted facts?

4. Do the reasons and conclusions contain simple, grammatically correct statements?

5. Do the reasons and conclusions make sense by themselves?

6. Do the principles connect properly to the rationales?

7. Are the principles sufficiently general?

8. Do the principles make sense by themselves? Are you sure? Read them all by themselves.

9. Does your rationale contain two or more specific reasons that could be converted into instances of a more general reason?

Are all of your instances clearly examples of the reason or conclusion they support?
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May:  Why are you so hard on your son when you know he’s doing his best?  He may not be the athlete you always hoped for, but you’re just going to make him hate sports by riding him like that.  I really don’t think you should coach him anymore.


Ira:  Spoken like a true mommy.  OK, from now on I’m just going to cheer no matter what he does.  Way to pitch that ball Sammy!  Great idea to walk everyone! That’ll teach them to think they can get a hit off you!    





Ira:  I’m thinking we need to get a better computer and go ahead and pay the money for a cable connection.  The old computer just won’t run the new educational software they’re making now, and the kids need it to do well in school.  And if we don’t get a cable connection, we all have to take turns going on line.


May:  Uh huh.  In other words, you’re tired of being the only one of your friends who can’t download pornographic videos.  Forget it Ira.  
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May:  The reason you don’t believe in God is because if you did you’d have to stop living such a sinful life to avoid going straight to hell.


Ira:  No, the reason I don’t believe in God is because if I did I would have to conclude by the way he treats us that he is a mean bastard and so there is no reason to believe that he would make good on his promise to let us live in heaven if we do what he says.  In fact, if heaven is where a guy like that lives, maybe hell would be better anyway.  Anyway the reason you believe in God is because it scares you to think that there is no one but me protecting your dumb ass.
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