Analysis 6
Read these directions carefully

Construct rationales for each of the 3 examples below.   Each example contains at least one rationale, but not more than two.
Each of these examples contains two of the following mistakes:
· Straw Man

· Ad Hominem

· Exceptional Refutation

· Weak Principle

Identify each according to the prescribed method of identification.
Important:  All of these examples concern propositions on the ballot of the upcoming election. There is a link to the Voter Guide on my main webpage.  It will be easier for you to assess these rationales if you learn a little about the propositions being discussed. 

As before, insert your identifications into the text boxes in which the original reasoning is provided, then delete the original reasoning.

Format and submission requirements are the same as for previous analysis assignments.  Each example is worth 3 points.  You get 1 point for correctly following all instructions.
As always, put your completed rationales through the following 10-point test.

1. Are your arguments really attempts to convince the reader that the conclusion is true?

2. Do any explanations have value judgments as conclusions?  If so, they are wrong!

3. Are the conclusions of your explanations really presented by the author as accepted facts?

4. Do the reasons and conclusions contain simple, grammatically correct statements?

5. Do the reasons and conclusions make sense by themselves?

6. Do the principles connect properly to the rationales?

7. Are the principles sufficiently general?

8. Do the principles make sense by themselves? Are you sure? Read them all by themselves.

9. Does your rationale contain two or more specific reasons that could be converted into instances of a more general reason?

Are all of your instances clearly examples of the reason or conclusion they support?
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May:  I hate Proposition 73.  That’s the one that requires parents to be notified before a minor has an abortion? Ira, are you listening?  


Ira:  Yeah.


May:  That’s just wrong, don’t you think?


Ira:  Well, I don’t know. I mean, you can’t even give a kid an aspirin at school without notifying their parents.  And terminating a pregnancy is a lot more serious than terminating a headache. Parents are responsible for taking care of their kids.  They need to know what’s going on with them.  Most parents would want to know.


May: Holy crap, Ira.  How can you say that?  Have you forgotten that I had an abortion when I was in high school? I never told my parents about it.  And I know they wouldn’t want to know.  They’re the most irresponsible people I know.


Ira: Whatever.





Ira:  I’ll tell you what’s bogus, though, is prop 76.  That’s the one that would require unions to get permission from its members before using their dues for political causes, like contributions to political campaigns and stuff. 


May: Right, well since you work for the union that makes total sense.  It’s just going to make you work harder.


Ira:  Shut up, wench.  That’s not what it’s about.  It’s true that it will make me work harder, but it’s pointless, stupid work. That’s the problem. Unions are democratic institutions.  The members elect union officials to decide how to use the money for the benefit of its members.  If they don’t like the way they’re spending the money, then they should just elect someone else.  But we can’t go asking for every single member’s permission every time we try to do something for them.
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May:  Well, at least we agree that Prop 74 is a winner.  Even though I teach kindergarten I think it’s bogus that we are totally guaranteed a job for life after doing 2 years of satisfactory performance.  Nobody works hard if they don’t have to.


Ira:  Yeah, that is pretty crank.  Just look at you.  You’ve been coasting ever since you got tenure.  I guess tax payers were entitled to more than 2 years of honest labor out of you before you put in auto pilot.  Hell, I’d say just abolish tenure completely.  Nobody should have that kind of job security.


May: Totally.  
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