Directions:  Each of the following pages provides an example of reasoning that contains chains, branches, or both.  Each page contains a template with which to construct the corresponding rationales.  When you print this document be sure to select the number of pages you want printed, otherwise you will print out oodles of blank templates.
 

1.  Maggie is donating her husband Simon's body to medical science because this was his dying wish and she thinks it is a noble thing for him to do.


2.  Maggie should not donate her husband Bob's body to medical science because scientists will cut Bob's body into little pieces and then incinerate them when they are done. That is really disrespectful.


3. The main reason that most cultures do not practice cannibalism is that it is not economical.  Compared to livestock, humans, while tasty and quite nutritious, are very expensive to grow.


4.  A decapitated head can't speak because speaking requires the ability to breathe, and decapitated heads can't breathe since they lack lungs.


5.  The Carolina parakeet is extinct because it ate farmer's fruits and had beautiful feather that look lovely in women's hats.


6.  Simon does poorly in school because he has low self esteem which is the result of an abusive childhood.  Also, his friends are derelicts who ridicule all attempts at self-improvement.


7. Simon seems to have been abused as a child, although he has no memory of it.  This is indicated by the fact that he is deeply introverted and has low self-esteem.  


8. Your son Simon has been collecting automatic weapons.  A police officer found a cache of them under his bed this morning.  He also found a trench coat in Simon’s closet, similar to those worn by the students who perpetrated the Columbine massacre.  We think Simon was planning on doing something similar.  His friend Hondo believes this, too.  He is the one who alerted us when Simon called this morning to tell Hondo to stay home from school if he didn’t want to die.


9.  I think the best time to go to a popular place is when you think it's going to be really crowded, because that means everyone else probably thinks it’s going to be really crowded, too, so they won't go, and so it really won't be crowded after all.  Ain’t I a genius?


10. When a serious natural disaster hits a human population the most important thing to deliver to the affected area is ice. The food and medicine already on hand is often sufficient for a short time, but since freezers and refrigerators aren't working, spoilage is the more pressing concern, and ice delivered in sufficient quantities can prevent this until power is restored. Also, since water and sewer systems are often disabled, melted ice becomes a vital source of clean drinking water.


11.  Several studies have shown that talking on a mobile phone while driving is more hazardous than operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol.  Driver reaction times are 30% slower when talking on a handheld phone than while legally drunk.  Also, drivers talking on cell phones are considerably less able to maintain a constant speed or a constant distance from other vehicles.  Although some governments have passed laws against operating a motor vehicle while using a cell phone, they are largely unenforceable. This data raises serious doubts about the legitimacy of current drunk driving laws.


12. I hate cleaning house, but even though I can afford to pay someone to do it for me, I won't because I don't want my kids to grow up thinking it’s only other people who do grunt work.  It's selfish of me, I know, because there are a lot of people who are looking for work like that and they have kids to feed just like me.  I mean I guess it comes down to the fact that I care more about my kids’ spiritual development than I do about other kids getting enough to eat.  But that's just natural.  Isn't it?  
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