Answers to Analysis #3
1.  Praying for stuff doesn’t really make any sense to me because when you think about it The Dude you are praying to is supposed to already know everything.  I mean like suppose you’re praying for your baby sister to get well.  Well, that’s cool, but he already knows you want your baby sister to get well. And also He is way smarter than you and way better than you, too, so really you can just pretty much assume he has already decided what is going to happen, and that whatever it is it’s the best he can do.  I mean, if I were Him it would just piss me off if people I made kept giving me advice on how to run the world.  You know?














2.  Parents teach kids that it’s wrong to lie, but parents actually lie to kids quite a bit themselves, and, ironically, sometimes they lie in an effort to protect their kids from harm.  For example, they often really exaggerate the danger of doing something because they think that if they just tell kids the truth it won’t be scary enough to get them to stop.  A good example of this is smoking. Most kids get out of school thinking that if you smoke for 30 years or so you’ll almost certainly die of lung cancer.  But the actual probability of that occurring after that amount of smoking is about 20%.  Another thing that parents lie to their kids about is what they themselves did as kids.  I guess they think that if their kids knew all the stupid things their parents did, the kids would think it’s ok to do them, too.  But I actually think kids respect their parents more if they just tell them the truth.










3.  Have you ever wondered why we allow cars that can exceed the speed limit by 100 mph to be sold?  What is the purpose in that?  According to the NHTSA, speeding accounted for over 30% of traffic fatalities in the United States.  That’s 13,000 people killed because cars go too damn fast!  Not only that, the agency reports that 41,000 more people were critically injured because of speeding.  In my opinion it should just be illegal to sell for use on public highways cars that go more that 10 mph over the speed limit or cars that can accelerate dangerously fast.   Let the wannabe race car drivers get their kicks on a racetrack.  







P1: If person x is responsible for person y, and x thinks the truth about dangerous activity z is insufficient to dissuade y from z, then x exaggerates the danger of z to y. 


P2:  If person x doesn’t want person y to know about z, then x lies to y about z.


P3:  If person x is responsible for person y and x fears z will cause y to engage in dangerous behavior, then x attempts to prevent z from occurring.
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P1:  If activity x is ineffective at achieving person y’s desires, then x is not a rational activity for y.


P2:  If x does nothing that would cause result y, then x does not contribute to the occurrence of y. 


P3:  If x does some y contrary to x’s desires, then y does no help to achieve x’s desires.


P4:  If x knows everything, then no y can be informative to x. 


P5:  If being x is wiser than person y, then y can not provide x valuable advice.
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P1:  If x causes much harm, then x should not be permitted.
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Praying to God is not a rational activity.





Praying to God does nothing that would help to achieve the desires of the person praying.





Praying to God is ineffective at achieving the desires of the person praying. 





Prayer offers God no better information.





Prayer offers God no better advice.





God is wiser than the person praying.





God knows everything.





Praying to God does something that may be contrary to the desires of prayer.





Prayer may anger God.





Parents lie to their children.





Parents exaggerate the danger of certain activities.





Parents lie to their kids about the dangerous things they did as kids.





Parents exaggerate the dangers of smoking.





Parents think the truth about smoking isn’t scary enough to keep their kids from doing it.





Parents don’t want kids to know about the dangerous things they did as kids.





Parents are afraid their kids will think its ok to do dangerous things that their parents did. 





It should not be legal to sell cars that significantly exceed the speed limit. 





Speeding cars cause a great deal of harm.





Speeding cars kill 13,000 people in one year.





Speeding cars cause 41,000 critical injuries in one year.





Praying for a sick person to get well
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