Key Analysis 5
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Ira’s coaching is having a negative effect on Jacob.





P1:  If person x’s activity y has a negative effect on loved one z, then x should not perform y.


P2:  If person x harms loved one y in the course of performing task z, then x should not do z.


P3:


P4:


P5:


P6:


P7:


P8:


P9:


P10:


P11:


P12:








Ira should not coach his son Jacob.





The IM family should get a new computer.





Argument May





The IraMay family should upgrade their information technology.











Ira commits a straw man by misrepresenting May’s argument in a weakened form.  May argues that Ira should not coach his son because he is too critical of him.  Ira interprets May as claiming that Ira should never be critical at all.  This second version is far weaker, since criticism for lack of effort or attention may sometimes be appropriate.  





May commits an ad hominem against Ira.  Ira produces an argument for upgrading their information technology, but May completely ignores the argument and explains Ira’s desire for new IT in terms of his personal circumstances and character, namely that  he desires better access to pornography.





P1:  If object x will help persons y perform essential task z, then y should acquire x..


P2:  If service x will make persons y more efficient, then y should establish x.


P3:  If service x will allow person y to achieve y’s goals, then y will desire x.


P4:


P5:


P6:


P7:


P8:


P9:


P10:


P11:


P12:








Explanation May





Ira doesn’t believe in God.





Argument Ira





Believing in God is inconvenient to Ira.





May commits an ad hominem against Ira because she focuses on the personal circumstances that cause him not to believe in God, rather than the reasons he gives for not believing in God.  (However, the order of this dialogue does not really allow May a chance to evaluate Ira’s argument.)  Ira’s own explanation of May’s belief in God is abusive, but it is not strictly an ad hominem, since May gives no reasons for her view one way or the other.





P1:  If doing x is inconvenient for person y, then y does not do x.


P2:  If  x does harm to persons y whose behavior is z, then y’s belief in x would require y to change behavior z.


P3:  If action x is useful to person y, then y does x.


P4:  If action x does not achieve the purpose of x, then it makes no sense to do x.


P5:  If belief in the existence of being  x causes one to believe x is evil, then belief in x does not make one believe x is trustworthy.


P6:  If being x treats other beings badly, then believing in the existence of x makes one believe x is evil.


P9:


P10:


P11:


P12:








Explanation May








Argument Ira





Explanation Ira





Ira’s coaching is making Jacob dislike sports.





Ira is overly critical of Jacob when coaching Jacob.





Ira criticizes Jacob when he does his best. 





The IM family should get a cable connection.





The IM family’s current computer can’t perform essential tasks.





Run new educational software that kids require to succeed.





A new cable connection will make the IM family more efficient.





Enable everyone to work on the computer simultaneously





Ira wants to upgrade the IraMay family information technology.





New IT will allow Ira to achieve his own goals.





Accessing pornography online.





Believing in God would require Ira to change his behavior.





God sends people who behave like Ira to hell.





May believes in God.





Believing in God is useful to May.





Believing in God relieves May of fear.





The fear that there is no one to take care of May but Ira.





It makes no sense to believe in God.





Believing in God does not achieve the purpose of believing in God.





Believing in God does not make one believe God’s promise that believers go to heaven.





Believing in God makes one believe God is evil.





God treats humans badly.








