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Preparing for the First Exam

The first exam will consist entirely of multiple choice questions.  While some questions will be simple definition or concept recognition style questions, many will require that you not only understand concepts, but that you be able to apply them to situations. In the multiple choice style format, if you have not practiced this skill, you will quickly get bogged down in sorting between possible answer choices and most likely do very poorly on the exam.  Thus, my best advice to you, is to first learn the concepts and then practice applying them to hypothetical situations that highlight the subtle points associated with the concepts.  I do this constantly as a I lecture and your textbook also provides lots of examples of unique applications of the concepts you are studying. 
An Example 
We studied the concept of what limits the government has on their ability to regulate or restrict businesses and individuals. One limit we evaluated was the equal protection clause.  A simple concept in that area was that economic related rights had the least amount of protection. To be effectively prepared for the exam you should be able to spot a situation that involves the government restricting an economic activity fashion that did not apply equally to all persons. Thus, if you read of the government restricting access to certain services to only small businesses you should say to yourself “aha, normally that would be an equal protection clause issue, but because it is regulating economic activities, the government is going to have the least amount of restriction placed upon it.”
You might encounter a question where the question itself presents the government limiting special help to small businesses  or you might have a question that asks “Which of the following government activities or programs has the least amount of restriction?” and then goes on to present several different activities including an program that offers help to small businesses. 

Recommended Review Problems 
(from the “Practice Test” section at the end of each chapter)
These review problems might help you review material and develop a better understanding of key concepts. Keep in mind that the exam will be multiple choice not of a nature like the review problems.
Chapter Three: 
2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, and 11
Chapter Four: 
4, 5, 7, 8, 9, and 10

Chapter Five: 

1, 3, 10, and 11

Chapter Six: 

1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, and 13

The exam will cover all assigned reading and lecture materials including Chapters 1 and 2 (to the extent you read them or we covered those concepts in class).  The exam is weighted proportional to the number of course periods assigned to each topic.
