
Some Ideas and Rules of Success for College

1. Keep Your Mind Open and Explore Other Areas

2. Motivate Yourself for Each Course, Each Semester

3. Motivate Yourself on a Daily Basis to Learn that Day’s Topics

4. Attend Class Regularly, and Strive to Attend Every Single Class

5. Prepare Before Every Class and Debrief After Every Class

6. Meet with Professors Periodically and Discuss Difficulties

7. Find a Mentor and a Hero or Heroine to Help and Inspire You

8. Put the Big Picture Together in Every Class

9. Try New Study Ideas if Current Ones Do Not Seem to Work

10.  Do Not Get Behind

Keys Steps to Successfully Mastering Law Courses

· Complete Assigned Reading. Read in a way that makes you involved. Make notes, highlight, ask questions of yourself, etc. - Before class
· Check Understanding. Double check your understanding of the reading by quizzing yourself, attempting to outline it, or other process that forces you to think of the material creatively. - Before class

· Attend Class Effectively. Stay alert, ask yourself questions, ask questions of me. -During class

· Use Notes Wisely. Take notes in a way that helps you learn, especially in class. Some people do well making outline notes, others by making a few basic notes. Some people do well making graphical notes, others text. - During class

· Have a Post-Class Routine. Debrief every class in a way that brings you closer to closure on each topic. Make follow up notes, get answers to questions, outline the topic, make flash cards etc. - After class  

· Put the Big Picture Together. Accumulate a comprehensive overview of the class itself. This can be a class outline, cumulative flash cards, a map or drawing etc.- After class
· Use Some Group Study. Group interaction advances understanding. Also, teamwork is a business reality today and those that develop teamwork skills have more opportunities to excel in all forums. Moreover, group interaction sharpens understanding and exposes you to other perspectives. Be careful, however, not to allow group work to dominate your preparation. Note also that homework must be an individual effort and group effort at completing homework is not allowed! – After class
· Keep an Open Mind- In law, many unique concepts and words are used and many old ones have different meanings or aspects. For that reason, you need to be careful not to assume that you know the meaning of a word or phrase that you have seen in a non-law setting. Likewise, prepare to learn new words, phrases and concepts. Finally, legal analysis requires specific thinking approaches that may require rethinking the way you think. – All the time.
