When talking about ecosystems, what is Sustainable Use?

The taking or use of resources in such a way that it does not exceed the capacity of the resources to reproduce or replace themselves.

Is this actually possible?

The vast harvest taken from the natural world each year is proof that with appropriate public policies, sustainable use not only is possible, but happens with many resources in many places around the world.

However, in some situations, exploitation and degradation have gone too far and the resilience of the ecosystem to disturbance has been overcome.

In such cases,  natural services and uses can only return if the habitats are deliberately restored.  The science of ecological restoration.

In practice, ecological restoration sounds good but in reality it is difficult to accomplish.  Why?

Because:

· of the complexity of natural ecosystems

· our very new and limited understanding of them (many were completely altered before we even started to study them)

· resource limitation often has not gotten to the point where societies take restoration seriously.

Frequently, soils have been disrupted, pollutants have accumulated, important species have disappeared and invasive species have become dominant long before we even started studying them.

 Watershed restoration under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Jobs in the Woods Program is defined in a broad context to include:
"restoring or improving natural ecosystem functions or affecting a positive change in land use practices for endangered, threatened, and sensitive fish, wildlife, and plant species and their habitats".
Setting Goals and Objectives in Ecosystem Restoration:

The difference between where we are (current status) and where we want to be (vision and goals) is what we do (target objectives and action plans).  

Setting goals and objectives builds on the steps of creating visions and taking stock.  Goals are simply a clearer statement of the visions, specifying the accomplishments to be achieved if the vision is to become real. The target objectives are clearer statements of the specific activities required to achieve the goals, starting from the current status.

Four main questions to ask when setting goals and objectives:

1. What is the nature of the problem?

2. What are you trying to achieve? 

3. What are you trying to preserve? 

4. What are you trying to avoid? 
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