ES 10 – 09

Spring 2007

Extra Credit

You may choose one of the following 5 projects as an extra credit assignment.  The results of your effort will go toward improving your grade on one of the following:  Your first paper; your second assignment outline, your final paper, your mid-term grade, your overall quiz scores.  This CAN NOT be used toward your final exam score.

Depending on your results and the assignment you choose, you may improve your grade on one of the above-mentioned portions of the class by a total of 3 to 10% (or as little as 0%, depending on how well you do).

1. (up to 10%) Test drive one of the new hybrid automobiles (such as: Honda Insight, Toyota Prius) and a comparable new standard gas-engine vehicle (Volkswagen Golf, Nissan Sentra, Honda Civic).  Then write a critique (pros and cons) of hybrid and standard engine vehicles, providing some information as to why hybrid technology is present but in such limited supply (approximately 1.5 pages; 12 font; 1.5 space).  You MUST provide a business card from the dealership.   DO NOT BUY A CAR!  
2. (up to 3%) Make a poem using 8 vocabulary words from our textbook (only chapters from after the midterm).  When completed, read the poem in front of class (2 minutes or less), turn the finished product in to me and be ready to explain one of the words to me.

3. (up to 8%) Find two conflicting newspaper articles on an environmental subject.  Subjects include: urban sprawl, timber harvest, the Endangered Species Act, the world human population, etc.  Provide a short, written summary of the issue and why the articles are conflicting (approximately 1.5 pages; 12 font; 1.5 space).  When you hand the article in, you will provide a brief explanation of the subject, including the conflicting information of the articles to the class (3 minutes).

4. (up to 10%) Find a habitat restoration project going on locally and get involved.  Volunteer at a project for one day during this semester.  Provide proof that you attended and actually worked on the project.  Then provide a short (1 page) description of the project and how it fits into the concepts of what we are studying in class.  The Cosumnes River (below) is an example of a possible project.  Feel free to find others- but run them by me first.

Cosumnes River Preserve VOLUNTEER WORK - You should contact the Preserve at their recorded information line 916-684-2816 or on the web at http://www.cosumnes.org/seeandparticipate.htm.  
5.  (up to 10%) Volunteer with a field crew sampling fish on the Mokelumne River (Lodi).  Access sampling sites by boat: either a rotary screw trap or pull nets to capture fish.  You will identify, measure and weigh fish, record data etc.  You must then provide a short (1 page) description of the project and how it fits into the concepts of what we are studying in class.  This project requires you to have a free weekday to spend on the Mokelumne River, including the ability to get to and from Lodi (appx. 32 miles south of Sacramento).  You must be comfortable around water and willing/able to help professional biologists perform their work.  Please contact me for possible times and projects.
IMPORTANT:  If the assignment you choose requires a presentation in front of the class, it is important that you do it as quickly as possible.  I will not allow more than 10 minutes of class time to go toward presentations on any given day.

