ARGUMENTS AND EXPLANATIONS
Argument




Explanation_______________________ 

Wants us to believe the claim

Wants us to know more about the subject

Gives us evidence (relevant reasons)
Answers the questions how? and/or 
why?
Purpose: To justify or prove


Purpose: To educate, to answer how? 
and/or why?
Audience: Skeptical listener


Audience: Someone needing information 

Examples:

I went to sleep early.  I wanted to feel good for the soccer game.
I am a good swimmer.  I won our swim club annual freestyle competition.

HOW TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN ARGUMENTS AND EXPLANATIONS

1. Decide what the claim or conclusion is
2. Decide whether the remaining claims are designed (1) to convince a skeptical listener or (2) to teach someone more about the topic.

EXAMPLES:

I bought some boots at half price today.  See, here’s the receipt.

I bought some boots at half price today.  I want to keep my feet warm this winter.

That’s a crummy company to work for.  That’s why I turned down the job.

That’s a crummy company to work for.  They don’t give their employees health insurance.

