CHAPTER 1

Which of the following passages contain arguments (as opposed to just explanations)?  If you think it’s an argument, underline the statement that is the conclusion.
I always try to get to work before 8:30 am.  That’s because it’s easier to get a parking space then.
You should always write a rough draft a couple of days before the paper is due.  That’s because it will give you time to correct mistakes and get feedback 

Because men admire muscle and physical force, they assume that women do too.

Identify the premises and conclusions

Jack has a grade point average of 4.0.  Just look here at what the computer printout says.
Foods with saccharin give me a headache.  Therefore, that diet soda with saccharin in it will probably give me a headache.

We shouldn’t make the cookies until right after dinner.  If we make the cookies now the chocolate chips won’t be melted when our guests come later tonight.
In the following passage select the main issue.

Letting your children surf the Net is a bad thing to do.  Children who surf the net can get into lots of trouble.

a. Whether letting your children surf the Net is a bad thing to do.

b. Whether letting your children surf the Net will get them into lots of trouble.

c. Whether restrictions should be place on children’s activities.
d. Whether letting your children surf the Net is like dropping them off downtown to spend the day doing whatever they want.

e. None of the above

In the next two passages, make a list of the issues raised in the passage and then say which issue is the main issue.

The president’s basic problem, in my opinion, is that she is too unemotional.  She makes all here decisions on cold logic and seems to ignore the human dimension.  If you don’t believe me, I offer as proof the way she withdrew her support for her brother-in-law when he was charged with tax evasion.  After that, he couldn’t get elected dog catcher.
The United States puts a greater percentage of its population in prison than any other developed country in the world.  We persist in locking more and more people up despite the obvious fact that it doesn’t work.  Even as we build more and more prisons and stuff them every more tightly, the crime rate goes up and up.  But we respond: “Since it isn’t working, let’s do more of it”!  It’s about time we learned that fighting criminals is not the same thing as fighting crime.

CHAPTER 2

AMBIGUITY

She watched him dance with intensity.
People who go shopping often go broke.

The team was upset.

He went to the store but was held up in the process.

Carlton harassed the man on his motorcycle.

There is a job for everyone.

Residents of the continental United States have more pets than those of Alaska.

Soccer players get more injuries than basketball players.

Susan got in trouble for messing up the house with her younger sister.

Eighteen people have slept in the new hotel’s most expensive suite.
VAGUENESS

Rank each of the following from the most vague to the least vague

The administration indicated that it would

a. Not be satisfied until the problem was solved.

b. Propose new legislation to combat the problem

c. Send a bill to the Congress during the next session

d. Take the problem under advisement

a. Smoking is hazardous to your health.

b. Smoking is linked with lung disease.

c. Smoking has been demonstrated to cause lung cancer and emphysema.

d. Smoking is not good for you.

e. Smoking is linked with lung cancer and emphysema

CHAPTER 3

In each of the passages listed below discuss the credibility and authority of each individual or group listed with regards to the questions or issues posed.  Whom would you trust as the most reliable on each subject and why.  (Address knowledge and bias.)
#1  You are looking at a sailboat that you are considering buying, but you’ve never owned one before and don’t know whether you should buy this one.

a. The boat salesman at the marina that owns the boat

b. A boat salesman from another marina

c. A friend who has owned several similar boats.

d. A buyer’s guide published by a sailing magazine.

e. Your own appraisal.

#2  Even though your wisdom teeth are not bothering you, your dentist tells you they should be extracted because they may give you trouble later.  Should you have them pulled or wait until they cause problems.

a. Your dentist

b. Your physician

c. A friend who is studying to become an orthodontist

d. Your sister, who is a dental hygienist

#3  Spring has come, and it’s about time to plant some tomatoes.  Or is there still a danger of frost?

a. The owner of your local nursery

b. Aunt Maude, whose garden has kept her friends and family in tomatoes for years

c. A friend who grows tomatoes commercially

d. A friend who gives the weather report on Channel 8 News each evening

e. “Outdoor Planting Table” in the Old Farmer’s Almanac

CHAPTER 4
In each of the following passages, decide whether the word or phrase underlined is a slanter or not, and if it is, what kind of rhetorical device it is.

1.
Abortion is killing babies, pure and simple

2.
It will take me a million years to finish that assignment.

3.
Although Susan likes to dress like a punk rocker she doesn’t like their music.
4.
All of our merchandise is on sale for up to 50%.

5.
Let me “clarify” what I mean.  If you don’t get your assignment in on time you will get no credit.
6.
What do I think of Henry’s political skills?  Well, I’m sure that he would be an excellent computer repairman.
7.
I don’t like male ministers.  They never have as much empathy as female ministers do.
Given the following passages, replace the word or phrases underlined with either a dysphemism or a euphemism.

1. Henry goes to the elementary school on El Camino Ave.

2.
Karen considers herself someone who has a hard time doing math.
Rewrite each of the following using hyperbole and/or persuasive comparisons.

1.
That biology exam was really, really difficult.

2. Sarah ran over to the opposition’s goal area to help her team mate score a goal.

3.
The school policy is that children are not allowed to go to the bathroom except during recess.

Rank each of the following in terms of increasingly positive emotional spin

Heavy set

Fat

Overweight

Curvy

Skinny

Bony

Slender

Skeletal

CHAPTER 5 and 6: Pseudoreasoning and Fallacies
Speaker:  In sum, despite the military’s claims for the accuracy of smart weapons, over 70 percent of allied bombs missed their intended targets.
Audience: What’s your documentation?  Can you prove that you are right about that?

Speaker:  Can you prove that I am wrong?

Of course I’ll back you up.  Well, almost certainly.  Well, maybe if you tell me what you want me to do.  If I can.

Yes, know that she said that students who don’t drink to excess during their freshman year are more likely to graduate, but do you know where she got her degree?  College of DuPage community college.

You know, I’ve heard that looking directly into the sun will burn your cornea.  But I just want to look once.  I’ve always wanted to do this, so I’m sure that I will be safe.
Clearly Mexico desperately needs financial help in handling its $96 billion foreign debt, since without any aid Mexico cannot possibly reduce that enormous sum, and it is urgent that it be reduced.

The article “Race and the Death Penalty” is just another liberal diatribe aimed at convincing people that there is a racial bias in capital punishment.  The whole point of the so-called statistics it mentions is to get people to be against the death penalty.

Ruth believes that people who are on welfare should not be allowed to stay on welfare more than two years.  But you should ignore her view because, two years ago, she was in favor of letting people stay on welfare indefinitely.
Don’t tell me I should put on my seat belt in the car, for heaven’s sake.  I’ve seen you ride a motorcycle without a helmet!

Sandra:  Four am?  Do we really have to start that early?  Could we leave a little later and get more sleep?

Jeanne: C’mon, don’t hand me that!  I know you!  If you want to stay in bed until noon and then drag in there in the middle of the night, then go by yourself!  If we want to get there at a reasonable hour, then we have to get going early and not spend the whole day sleeping.

If we vote in gun control, the first thing you know some goon squad will begin confiscating all of our guns.

One: Why should school kids say the Pledge of Allegiance before class?
Other: Why shouldn’t they?

If you experiment frequently with certain highly addictive drugs, the first thing you know is you’ll be seriously dependent on them.
