INDUCTIVE ARGUMENTS

CREATING A REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE
SAMPLE SELECTION

RANDOM VARIATION AND SELECTION

If we don’t actually know all the relevant features, the best way to make the sample representative is to make sure our selection proves is as random as possible, to give every member of the target class an equal chance of being selected for the sample.  As result, it wouldn’t be a good idea to use only self-selected people or only people of a certain category.
Stratified Sample

SAMPLE SIZE

NOTE:  The size of the target is not that relevant to the size of the sample.  The ideal sample size for surveys is 1000 – 1500.

REPORTING THE RESULTS OF INDUCTIVE STUDIES

ERROR MARGIN

In formal surveys conclusions are often stated with a margin for error in terms of plus or minus percentage points.  If the margin 

CONFIDENCE LEVEL

The confidence level measures how strongly you believe the conclusion or prediction.

Given a random sample, the larger the SAMPLE CLASS, either the smaller the ERROR MARGIN or the higher the CONFIDENCE LEVEL.

