CRITICAL THINKING 
EVALUATING INDUCTIVE ARGUMENTS

QUESTION I:  Are the sample and the target sufficiently alike?

Inductive Generalization
Does the sample class, which is part of the target class, represent the target class well enough?


The more the sample class has the same relevant features as the target class, the more representative the sample is.
Analogical Argument
Is the target class enough like the sample class for us to be able to make a prediction about the target based on the sample class.
Our moon has no water.  Therefore, Neptune’s 3rd moon has no water.
QUESTION II:  Is the sample big enough?
All red delicious apples are mushy.  I’ve tried 100 of them and none of them were anything but mushy.
QUESTION III:  Is the cautiousness of the conclusion appropriate for the premises?
