CRITICAL THINKING

DESCRIPTIVE VS. PRESCRIPTIVE
Descriptive



Prescriptive




Says how things are


Either  (1) states a prescription 







(“should”) or (2) makes an evaluation







of “good” or “bad” based on a certain







set of values.

1. The room is 8 ½ by 11.
2. It’s late.  We should go home.

3. It’s 67 degrees Fahrenheit outside right now.
4. That song is beautiful.

5. You shouldn’t take 25 napkins at Burger King.
