CRITICAL THINKING
ISSUES, UNRELATED ISSUES, SUPPORTING ISSUES & MAIN ISSUE

Many passages are about some issue, that is, some question about which one can take different positions.  An issue, as we are using the term, is more specific than a topic or subject.
EXAMPLE:  Spring Break should coincide with Easter.
Topic(s):  Spring Break (and Easter)
Issue:  Whether Spring Break should coincide with Easter.  
MULTIPLE ISSUES

Much of the time a passage will contain more than one issue (a secondary issue, or perhaps a tertiary issue).  Sometimes the other issues are unrelated to it and sometimes they are related.

EXAMPLE:  Hilary Clinton would make a lousy president.  It looks like rain.  

SUPPORTING ISSUES

Often, the additional issue(s) is (are) brought up only to address the first.  The issue that addresses the other is the supporting issue.  The issue it addresses (or supports) is the main issue.

EXAMPLE :  
John Henry is the one who left the refrigerator door open.  He was the last one in the kitchen.

Main issue:  Whether John Henry is the one who left the refrigerator door open.
Secondary (supporting) Issue:  Whether John Henry was the last one in the kitchen.

