CRITICAL THINKING
VAGUENESS IN CONTEXT

Whether something is too vague or not depends on the context in which it is uttered.

Examples

During his first news conference of the year, the President said today that his administration was going to crack down even harder on international terrorism.

This is a little vague for a news conference.  People are going to want to know how the administration is going to “crack down.”  For example, how many new troops will the President send?
Said at a party:  “What did I think of the concert?  I thought it was pretty good.  You should have been there.”

My aunt lost most of her possessions to Hurricane Katrina.

To get to the Arden Fair Mall, go down this street a couple of blocks, and turn right.  Go through several stoplights, turn left, and go just a short way.  It’s right there.

Your hard drive is big enough for most word-processing uses, but it’s way too small for graphics files.  You should get a bigger one.
COMPARISONS

Sometimes statements containing comparisons don’t express enough information to help us understand the magnitude of the quantity being expressed.
1. Are the items comparable?
2. Is the same standard of comparison being used?

3. Is important information being used?

(In answer to the question of whether water bills are high in the neighborhood):  Water consumption was up by 45%.
Without knowing how much water consumption was the year before we don’t know whether the
She worked twice as long as he did on the project.

Jonathan’s son scored 50 points higher on the SAT than he did.
We need to develop more resources to curing heart disease.
Heart attacks are more deadly than cancer.

