CRITICAL THINKING

AMBIGUITY
Make up two examples of semantically ambiguous claims
Make up two examples of syntactically ambiguous claims
Make up two examples of claims containing grouping ambiguities.

VAGUENESS

RANKING ACCORDING TO PRECISION

a. The students with the most points at the end of the semester will get the best grade.

b. The top 10 percent of the class will receive A’s.

c. Everybody whose average is 90 or above will get an A.

d. The class will be graded on a curve.

e. Grading will be relatively tough in this course

a. Smoking is hazardous to your health.

b. Smoking is linked with lung disease.

c. Smoking has been demonstrated to cause lung cancer and emphysema.

d. Smoking is not good for you.

e. Smoking is linked with lung cancer and emphysema.

When Louis returned from his trip, he told me

a. That the airline had lost his bags twice.

b. That it had been a nightmare.

c. That all the clothes except those on his back spent the weekend in Miami and Cleveland while he was in New Orleans and Detroit.

d. That he had to wear the same clothes for three straight days because of airline foul-ups with his luggage.

DEFINITIONS:
IDENTIFYING TYPE

That stuff up there, see?  That’s plaque.
Skiing – outdoor fun combined with knocking down trees with your face.
My idea of a successful philosophy major is Steve Martin.

The New York Times is what I mean by a real newspaper.

“Loquacious” means talkative.

A scanner is an electronic device used to input printed material and convert it into electronic form.

“Guacamayo” is the Venezuelan name for a certain tropical bird with a long tail.

To philosophers, an idealist is someone who believes that something other than the physical exists.
The Ojibwa are a tribe of Algonquian Indians of the Lake Superior region.

If you want to know what corruption is, just look at the Democratic senator from this state.

IDENTIFYING PURPOSE

· Reduce vagueness
· Introduce a new or unusual word

· Evoke an attitude about something

· To accomplish some other purpose

“Best seller” just means ‘not written for anyone with an I.Q. of over a hundred and one.’”

George L. Farris, author

“Tombstone: an ugly reminder of one who has been forgotten.”  H.L. Mencken

“All the perceptions of the human mind resolve themselves into two distinct kinds, which I shall call Impressions and Ideas.”  David Hume, Treatise on Human Nature
A barrister is a lawyer in Britain who actually argues the case in court.

Make positive and negative definitions of:

Doctor
Psychiatrist

Banker
