CRITICAL THINKING

EVALUATING CREDIBILITY BASED ON BIOGRAPHY

Given the biography of a source, evaluate the credibility of the source on each of the following topics.   If you would want to get more information, say what information you would want to get.  For example, if you were told that someone had their degree from a certain institution and you don’t know its quality, you would ask about its rating.
Factors

· Theoretical knowledge vs. applied knowledge (schooling, hands-on training, experience)

· Schooling in the area (how direct, from what institution and how much)

· Certification in the area (how specific is the certification to the area, from what institution)

· Years of experience/exposure

· Evidence of success

· Breadth of experience

· Possibility of a negative bias (for example, a conflict in interest)

EXAMPLE 1:
Biography:  Bonnie Weingardner graduated Magna Cum Laude with a B.S. in Biological and Environmental Science from Harvard University in 1982.  She joined the Peace Corps and was stationed in Venezuela for 3 years where she helped children learn how to swim.  After returning she got her Ph.D. in Environmental Science at University of California at Santa Barbara and joined the Bodega Bay Research facility where she studied the effects of chlorine on sea urchins.  For the last 10 years she has worked as a consultant for private firms wanting to improve their status in the environmental community and win contracts with state funded firms.
1. The image of the United States in Latin America.
2. The long-range effects of the Cuban revolution on South America.

3. The effect of oil spills on Santa Barbara beaches.
4. Technology in Third World Countries

5. The effect of oil spills on pregnant seals.

6. Negotiating a contract with the federal government
7. Careers in biology

