ETHICS AND SOCIAL ISSUES

ROSS’ DEONTOLOGY

DUTIES are MAXIMS THAT SURVIVE THE TEST OF UNIVERSALIZABILITY

ROSS’ SEVEN PRIMA FACIE DUTIES
Benficence:  The duty to do good acts and to promote happiness.
Nonmaleficence:  The duty to do no harm and to prevent harm.

Fidelity:  Duties arising from past commitments and promises.
Reparation:  Duties that stem from past harm to others.
Gratitude:  Duties based on past favors and unearned services.

Self-Improvement:  The duty to improve our knowledge and virtue.
Justice:  The duty to give each person equal consideration.

Two types of justice:

(1) Retributive justice

(2) Distributive justice

LIMITATIONS OF DEONTOLOGY

Doesn’t provide guidance in cases of moral dilemmas
Doesn’t factor in the consequences of things

Ignores the role of the community in ethics.

Ignores the importance of certain emotions, such as empathy, which empirical research has shown to be critical to moral development
