MORALITY AND RELIGION

Historically, morality has been closely associated with religion.
Question 1:  Is morality dependent on religion or does morality exist independently of religion?
Question 2:  Is action A good because God commands it or does God command action A because it is good?
DIVINE COMMAND THEORY
Answer to Question 2:  Action A is good if/because God commands it.

· God is the source of what is good and what is not.
· If God approves of some ACTION then that ACTION is RIGHT
· If God disapproves of some ACTION, then that ACTION is WRONG 

SUMMARY

The Divine Command theory is an authoritarian ethics.
God is the authority that determines right and wrong.
What is right or wrong is RELATIVE to God’s commands.

There is no independent or universal standard according to which we can judge the content of God’s commands.

To find the word of God we must either hear God talk to us or go through God’s agent, the CHURCH.
We cannot use our reason or some other universal faculty to uncover what is right and wrong.

