ARGUMENTS VS. EXPLANATIONS

EXAMPLES

I went to sleep early.  I wanted to feel good for the soccer game.

I am a good swimmer.  I won our swim club annual freestyle competition.
Arguments  




Explanations



 

Gives a reason for believing that a

Gives reasons for believing that a

claim is true 




why or how a claim is true 

Audience:  Does not already believe
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the conclusion C of the argument 

believes the statement C is true, 
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Conclusion:  The claim


Explanadum: The thing being
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Premise: The support



Explanans:  The explanation 


for the conclusion 



for the thing being explained 


HOW TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN ARGUMENTS AND EXPLANATIONS

1. Decide what the main claim (conclusion or explanadum) is.

2. Decide whether the remaining claims are designed (1) to teach someone more about the topic or (2) to convince a skeptical listener.
